
Brookline Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2016

Submitted by Susan Rittling

The meeting took place in the Public Health Building Library at 6:30 PM

Committee Members Present: Ed Gilbert, John Dempsey, Cynthia Snow, Susan Rittling, Clint Richmond, 

Amie Lindenboim

Committee Members Absent: Barbara Field

Minutes: The minutes from February 9th were approved.  John updated the committee on the BHS Food 

Waste drop-off project: their bins are coming soon and they asked for help from SWAC in publicizing the 

project.

DPW Update --  Ed  Gilbert

 Tonnages:  Y-T-D,  recycling down 3%, solid waste up .25%

 Cost for recycling this month: $16,000;  Y-T-D $87,000

 Total solid waste Y-T-D: 6000 tons

Update on Mandatory Commercial Recycling:  294 businesses have registered, still waiting for an 

additional 6. Monthly checks for compliance will start soon. Justin Luckoff will be the full time recycling 

coordinator.

Big Belly audit was performed by Ed and  his staff. A total of seven trash bins and five recycling bins 

were audited.  By weight, 12% of the contents of the recycling bins was trash, while only 1% recyclables 

were found in the trash.  Contamination included lots of dog waste in the recycling bins; recyclable 

drinking cups were the main contaminant in the trash receptacles. Members were not aware that 

drinking cups are recyclable, and frustration was voiced about the continual changes in permissible 

recycling items with different companies. Ed explained that the recycling market is so fluid now that 

what is recyclable is frequently changing.  He plans to post signs on the Big Bellies with information 

about recyclable items.   There was discussion about the need for more Big Bellies at various locations in 

town.

Enforcement update:  Y-T-D: 896 warnings were issued, 119 fines, and 12 order letters. This is a little 

more than seen in past years. There was discussion about the outcome after an order letter, and where 

this information is available.

Food waste update: Ed has researched pricing for a food waste pilot, finding that costs could be as low 

as 4$/week per household. There are possible incentives from the state for a pilot program, Ed is 

exploring the options.

John reported on a meeting he attended NERC comprised predominantly of North Shore recycling 

mangers;  the main topic was organics. The feasibility of creating composting sites at different locations 

was discussed.  There was discussion of the utility of compost drop off sites, it was noted that 

Cambridge has three drop off sites using the same “Italian” compost receptacle we heard about from 



the BHS students’ project. Reportedly, there has been little problem with contamination using these 

drop-off sites. The possibility of composting yard waste in Brookline was discussed.

Cart size discussion: John mentioned a warrant article that may be proposed for the Spring Town 

Meeting opposing PAYT and the implications of this.  He reported that the discussion at the Cart Size 

Committee focused on specific issues that individual households might face with a trash cart, but the 

committee felt that Ed works hard to accommodate unique and special situations, and that these should 

not be arguments against the deployment of the PAYT plan. John advanced an idea that households 

using 35 gallon carts should pay $35/quarter (estimated 60% of Brookline households),  those who want 

a 65 gallon cart pay $65/quarter (25% of households) and those who  want a  95 gallon cart would pay 

$95/ quarter.  Overall, this scheme would generate slightly more revenue than currently.  The 

committee was supportive. John has mentioned this plan to Commissioner Pappastergion and will 

follow up.  Overall solid waste collected by the town averages out to 26 lbs per household, but this 

includes municipal waste, when this is subtracted, the average  is  closer to 23 lbs per household.

Volunteer opportunities:

 A representative from SWAC is needed for the Selectmen’s plastic bottle study committee. This 

committee will discuss implementation of the proposed warrant article and will assess the 

experience in San Francisco. Clint agreed to serve.

 Styrofoam drop off is April 2nd. 10-2, members needed to help with this effort.

Clint announced that Mass Recycle will be presenting a webinar on plastic bags, and that he will be 

participating in a panel discussion. The event will be held live at Whole Foods in Dedham 9 to 10:15 on 

March 24th.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:40.


