
Commission for Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Relations
Meeting: April 5, 2016
6:30pm-7:30pm
Health Department-Denny Room
Special Meeting

Commissioners Present: Alex Coleman, Ernest Frey, Sandy Batchelder, Brian Myles, Malcolm 
Cawthorne, Kelly Race, Anthony Naro, Kea Van der Ziel, Ginny Vaz

Commissioner Absent: Dwaign Tyndal, Wesley Chin, Enid Shapiro

Liaisons Present: Ben Chang (School Board), Dr. Lloyd Gellineau (Chief Diversity Officer/Office of
Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Relations).

Liaisons Absent: Michael Gropeman (Brookline Police Department), Bernard Greene (Board of 
Selectmen)

Meeting called to order by AC.

MOTION for Anthony Naro to take minutes unanimously approved.

Savyan Cohen made a public comment and provided a copy to the chair for the record. After 
reading the comment, Anthony Naro pointed out that the BOS chair was misquoted by Cohen.

Sandy Batchelder withdrew SB’s proposal regarding the January 5, 2016 statement and 
announced support for Naro’s proposal.

Ernest Frey withdrew EF’s proposal regarding the January 5, 2016 statement and announced 
support for Naro’s proposal.

Alex Coleman stated that Coleman spoke with Town Counsel and asked them what they wanted
in the Commission’s statement. They would not answer the question and stated that the 
Commission needed to do what they felt was best.  Naro stated that TN did not care what Town
Counsel wanted in the statement as it was the Commission’s statement. Naro stated that based
on TN reading of the past meetings minutes, TN felt that Coleman was not asked to seek out 
Town Counsel’s opinion on this issue and was only directed to speak to Town Counsel about the
public records request. Brian Myles concurred with this point. 

MOTION to adopt Naro’s proposed statement regarding the Commission’s January 5, 2016 
statement. MOTION seconded. Discussion:

 Malcolm Cawthorne expressed the opinion that the Commission did not owe 
anything in the form of a retraction or clarification. The lack of response from 
the BOS is troubling to MC. Town Counsel’s bullying is troubling. Cawthorne 



recalled being subjected to racial profiling in Brookline as a child. These 
problems in Brookline are real and the BOS needed to respond.

 Brian Myles expressed his opposition to the January 5, 2016 statement. While 
BM has had similar experiences as described by Cawthorne, there is nothing 
behind the statement. No research. No homework was done prior to issuing the 
statement. Myles further expressed BM’s feeling that people of color need to 
take the lead and that white leadership, on both sides of the issue, must be 
examined. The CDICR has not even begun to do its job and BM takes 
responsibility for that too. There must be a larger movement within the Town to 
effect change.

 Alex Colemen felt that Naro’s proposal is not strong enough. The CDICR’s 
statement being taken out of context has done a disservice.

 Kea Van der Ziel questioned whether the statement is directed to anyone in 
particular. The group responded that the statement is not directed to anyone in 
particular and is intended for general public consumption. 

 Ernest Frey expressed EF’s belief that the statement is not a retraction but is 
rather an explanation/clarification. EF agrees largely with what Myles stated and 
EF strongly supports Naro’s proposal.

 Kea Van der Ziel expressed the opinion that the BOS has not bothered to address
this directly and has been snipping at the sidelines. Naro’s proposal is 
accommodating to the BOS but it will allow the Commission to move forward.

 Anthony Naro reiterated ANs reasoning behind his proposal.
VOTE

FOR: Frey, Naro, Batcheldor, Race, Myles, Ziel, Coleman, Vaz
AGAINST: Cawthorne

STATEMENT

“The Commission's statement to the Board of Selectmen, read on January 5, 2016, expressed 
the collective opinion of the Commission's members, voting on January 4, 2016, that 
institutional racism and white privilege are part of America's history, and that, problems of 
inequity exist everywhere, including Brookline. In recognition of that, Town Meeting passed a 
warrant article, supported by the BOS, establishing the Commission.

The Commission's statement has been cited in court filings, press releases, and the media as 
"findings," or words to that effect. The statement is not, however, the product of any 
investigation by the Commission, and does not constitute factual findings based on any 
substantive inquiry into the subject matter of the statement.

The Commission regrets that the statement did not include language to make this clear and as a
result has caused confusion amongst some members of the public. That confusion, in the 
opinion of the Commission, has detracted from the statement's primary purpose, which is to 
affirm the need for the Town, and the community, to work together against racism, and to 
promote diversity and equality throughout Brookline."



How to Deliver the statement?
 Coleman spoke with Patty Parks about delivery to the BOS.
 Naro spoke out against any special delivery to anyone, including the BOS.
 The Commission unanimously supported posting the statement online with the meeting 

minutes. 

Meeting adjourned.


