
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
Brookline, Mass. 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Assessors 

Held April 12, 2016 
 

 The Board convened at 4:00 p.m. on April 12, 2016.  Present were members 
of the Board Gary McCabe, Harold Petersen and Mark Mazur.   
 
Minutes 
 
 The Board approved as amended the minutes of their March 29, 2016 
meeting. 
 
Analysis of Office & Apartment Buildings Sale Price Trends 
 
 The Board examined two charts analyzing the price indexes of Office and 
Apartment Buildings nationally. 
 
Warrant Article 
   
 The Board noted that the Advisory Committee has endorsed the warrant 
article sponsored by the Board for the 2016 Annual Town Meeting that would 
increase fiscal year 2017 exemption amounts by up to 100%. 
 
Age Friendly Community 
 
 The Board noted that Brookline has been again recognized by the World 
Health Organization’s Network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities as an age 
friendly community. 
 
Appellate Tax Board Decision Before the SJC 
 
 Mr. McCabe reported to the Board that the appeal of the Appellate Tax 
Board decision in the RCN/Verizon New England tax rate case was heard at the 
state Supreme Judicial Court.    The case concerns the right of communities to tax 
personal property along with commercial and industrial property at a higher tax 
rate.  
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ATB Abatements 
 
 The Board granted a total of five real estate abatements in final settlement of 
Appellate Tax Board appeals, two for fiscal year 2014 and three for fiscal year 
2015. 
 
Personal Property Abatement 
 
 The Board granted one Fiscal Year 2015 Personal Property Abatement under 
G.L. Chapter 59, section 71, as uncollectable. 
 
PILOTS 
 
 The Board discussed the PILOT program in Brookline and the key role that 
Steven Cirillo has played in its growth. 
 
FY2016 Abatement Applications 
 
 The Board acted on a total of twenty-one fiscal year 2016 applications for 
abatement, granting seven and denying fourteen.   
 
Residential Exemption 
 
 The Board granted one fiscal year 2016 residential exemption. 
 
Statutory Exemption 
 
 The Board granted one statutory exemption for fiscal year 2016. 
 
Town Meeting 
 
 It was noted that Town Meeting is scheduled for May 24, 2016. 
 
Future Board Meetings 
 
 The Board scheduled meetings for 4:00 PM on the following Tuesdays:  
April 26, 2016 and May 17, 2016. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:53 P.M. 
 

A true record.  Attest:  Mark J. Mazur, Clerk 


