Brookline Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes for November 1st, 2016.
Submitted by Amie Lindenboim

The meeting took place in the Public Health Building Library at 6:30 P.M.

Committee Members Present: Ed Gilbert, John Dempsey, Cynthia Snow, Clint Richmond, Amie Lindenboim
Committee Members Absent: Barbara Field, Susan Rittling

Guests: Kathleen O’Connell (potential member), Stephen Lisauskas, representing Waste Zero
Minutes: The minutes from Sept. & Oct. 2016 were approved.

I. Stephen Lisauskas, representing Waste Zero

Wants to start curbside collection of textiles

Background:
•About 25-29% garbage is textiles

•95% of textile in garbage is reuse/recyclable, only about 15% recovered today

•EPA estimates 70 lbs/person thrown away each year

•Simple Recycling:Textile recyclers for 50 yrs, Ohio, now working with municipalities for curbside collection (Midwest outward)

•Waste Zero invented plastic shopping bag, founded Phoenix recycling to recycle plastic bags, now focus mostly on making bags for PAYT programs (thinking about reducing biggest components of solid waste)

•Serving about a million households over 4 states now

•Ford Transit Vans

•Pink bags on recycling day (can include small household items like pans, blenders, etc.)

•People get 2 bags to start, then get more bags back when you leave out

•Some reused directly (Savers, Salvation Army); others sold into overseas repair market; some processed into other materials domestically

--Goodwill wasn’t willing to work with them

--Simple does a lot of hauling for Big Brothers & Big Sisters, Veteran’s, and organizations get residuals

--Most organizations like Goodwill operate on a “no-cost” basis

--Said this program tends not to reduce donations to other organizations—designed to get stuff out of trash

•Town gets $20/ton revenue share, no town or consumer expenses

•First facility planned for Lowell, next for Brockton.  Hang up: are they municipal services contractor by state terms?  Have asked for definitive ruling.  If so, would have to pay like $70/hr total (so would other haulers who currently aren’t operating under that prevailing wage)=would not enter market

•John questioned e-waste in bags—what is ok, what’s not?  Answer: Do what you need to do to decrease confusion, don’t risk confusion 

•Cynthia: What about buildings with private waste haulers? Answer: Can work on an on-call basis, and town gets credited anyway

•Set-out rate is about 1% in 4 states where they operate

•Any problems? Some theft of recycling, have managed it—GPS and track down and let them know they made a “mistake,” usually ok about it

II. DPW Update—Ed Gilbert
(Tonnages 

(Solid waste tonnage down slightly 10% this month; 185 tons YTD over last year

--Why—whole waste system seeing decline in solid waste 


(Recycling is down, but cost we pay is down lately

Ed brought example of new PAYT trash cans—looking at May 1, 2017 roll-out 

III. Town Meeting Update

•Warrant Article 26 (10lb limit on PAYT cans) withdrawn

•Warrant Article 25: Advisory Committee supports, will ask TM whether TM should vote on it in May; Selectmen said no, it’s their purview

•Clint Richmond offered to post SWAC position on TM list; suggested John ask to speak to TM on SWAC’s behalf

•Clint Richmond and Claire Stampfer decided to withdraw Article 5 (Polystyrene ban)

•Article 6 (Plastic Bag Ban revisited)—now plastic produce bags would only apply to largest stores—Stop & Shop, Shaws, Whole Foods on Beacon, Trader Joe’s. The stronger reusable bag definition is being retained.

Adjournment: 8:15 P.M.

Next meeting: Tuesday, December 6, 2016, in the Public Health Building at 6:30 P.M.

