
Wednesday, September 10, 2014
 7:00 PM 

Edward Devotion School Auditorium
345 Harvard Street, Brookline

School Building Committee with HMFH Architects

Edward Devotion School Project
Community Meeting



Welcome:  Superintendent Dr. William Lupini

    • Devotion Acting Principal:  Dr. Joseph Connelly

    • Question Cards

Introductions:  Selectwoman Betsy DeWitt

    • Devotion Building Committee members

Project Overview:  Selectwoman Betsy DeWitt

    • From Concept Study to Preferred Option

    • Priorities for Assessing Options

Town of Brookline

Devotion Community Meeting



Edward Devotion School

General Design Assessment Criteria

 • Urban architecture: how does it look, fit in with neighborhood 
and Harvard Street

• Minimize building footprint  (the building should take up less of 
the site rather than more) with playing fields at rear of site 

• Respect for historic character of Devotion House and the 
central 1913 building

• Minimize traffic impacts and maintain good pedestrian access 
to and across the site 

• Construction and phasing impacts on school & neighborhood



Town of Brookline

Devotion Community Meeting

Options Presentation: HMFH Architects
   
Questions and Answers

• Question Cards

• Other comments

Adjourn

http://www.brooklinema.gov/499/Devotion-School-Building-Committee



Devotion School
MSBA Process

Preferred Schematic Report
Devotion School Community Meeting
Selection of Preferred Option by School Building Committee
Preferred Schematic Report Submission to MSBA
MSBA Board Meeting 

Schematic Design
Schematic Design Submission to MSBA
MSBA Board Vote on Project Scope and Budget
Town Approves Authorization for Project

Final Design

Construction Start
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Over-Riding Principles for Educational Programming

• Grade Level Classroom Clusters : K-2, 3-5, 6-8

• Proximity of special education and specialists to classrooms

• Youngest learners have least travel to common areas

• Proximity of entrances to Pre-K/K-2 classrooms

• Cafeteria and Gym adjacent to playgrounds

• Multipurpose/Auditorium for 40% of school population 

Devotion School



For all Options

Planning Assumptions

•	 Devotion House to remain in present location
•	 Maintain pedestrian path along Babcock side of site
•	 Maintain pedestrian from Devotion St. to Stedman St.  
•	 20 parking spaces – 10  on-site and 10  in the neighborhood
•	 Underground parking for 65 cars 
•	 Parent drop-off along length of site on Stedman St. 
•	 Limited bus access from Harvard St.

•	 Accommodate Devotion Educational Programming Principles 
for 1010 students

•	 MSBA Space Guidelines 
•	 Full accessibility/ Code compliance and LEED Silver
•	 Phased occupied construction

Site

Building
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Option 1
Elements

• Renovation of front of 1913 building 

• New two-story classroom additions frame Devotion House

• 2 separate classroom wings for PK-2 and 3-8

• Cafeteria and Multipurpose/ Auditorium on Stedman St. level

• Gym and Library on Harvard St. level

• Open space for U-9 Soccer field 



Option 1
Concept Site Plan
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Option 1
Concept Plans
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Option 2
Elements

• Renovation of front of 1913 building 

• New addition north of 1913 building

• 3 stories on Harvard Street; 4 stories on Stedman St.

• Cafeteria, Library and Multipurpose/ Auditorium on Stedman St.

• Gym on Harvard St. level

• Open space large enough for U-9 soccer field
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Option 3
Elements

• New Construction north of 1913 building

• Potential for 1913 Building to remain on site for other civic use

• Five stories on Stedman St.

• Cafeteria and Multipurpose /Auditorium on Stedman St. level 

• Library on Harvard St. level

• Gym on second floor

• Shortest construction period 
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