
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
        3/25/15     Brookline Neighborhood Alliance Meeting 



Brookline Economic Development 

Five Year Economic Development 

Overview 

 Economic development safeguards high real estate 
values and commercial areas’ vibrancy  
 

 Redevelopment of commercial properties generates 
more taxes and improves our commercial areas 
 

 New tax growth is needed to maintain services and 
schools 
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ED Responsibilities 

Five Year Development Plan 

Overview 

 Establish and maintain vibrant commercial districts 

 Facilitate communications between residents and 
commercial areas  

 Support increased revenue for the Town 

 Suggest commercial redevelopment and commercial 
area polices to the Selectmen 
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Developing the 5-Year Plan 

Five Year Development Plan 

The 5-Year ED Plan 
 Over two years of outreach - 

Research drawn from meetings with Advisory 
Committee, Town Meeting Members, Selectmen, 
Neighborhood Associations, residents, businesses, 
large employers, and retailers 
 

 Content will be dynamic - 
changes in response to formal outreach  
and community partnerships 
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5-Year Plan Focus Areas 

Five Year Development Plan 

1. Enhance tax growth from commercial properties 
 

2. Aid the growth of existing businesses and attract 
new businesses 
 

3. Improve the functional and aesthetic qualities  
of public space in commercial areas 
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Enhance Tax Growth 

Five Year Development Plan 

Tax Revenue from Commercial Properties 
 Generate new tax growth with new commercial 

development 
 Introduce new planning  

tools and techniques  
to create better  
urban design solutions 
 

 Focus 1  
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Enhance Tax Growth 

3/25/2015 Five Year Development Plan 

 Outreach to property owners  

 Organize neighborhood meetings 

 Conduct planning studies 

 Propose zoning changes where necessary 

 Seek gap funding where necessary 

 Create tax certainty agreements where feasible 
 

 Focus 1  



Homewood Suites 

 111 Boylston/ Red 
Cab Site 



Homewood Suites 

 130-Room Limited Service Hotel 



Homewood Suites 

 Skyplane Zoning for White Place Residents 



Homewood Suites 

 



Brookline Place 

 



Brookline Place 

 



Brookline Place 

 



Brookline Place 

 



The Circle Cinema Site 

 



 

The Circle Cinema Site 



 

The Circle Cinema Site 



Big Picture 

What’s Next? 
 1180 Boylston & Chestnut Hill Office Park? 
 Coolidge House? 
 Holiday Inn? 
 Durgin & Waldo Garages? 
 845 Boylston? 

 



1180 Boylston 

 Next Step: trees? use mix & parking? curb cuts?  



Growth of Businesses 

Five Year Development Plan 

 Revamp Town’s visitor or ‘fun’ web page 

 Explore community events 

 Provide information and improve communication between 
residents and businesses 

 Assist businesses groups with commercial area branding  

 Encourage business growth through incentives and 
technical assistance 

 

 

 Focus 2  
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Growth of Businesses 

Five Year Development Plan 

 Provide information and improve communication 
between residents and businesses 

 Assist businesses groups with commercial area 
branding  

 Encourage business growth through incentives and 
technical assistance 

 Focus 2  
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Event Examples  



Improve Public Spaces 

 Special projects assigned by Selectmen 

 Negotiate public benefits from commercial 
redevelopment projects 

 Five Year Commercial Areas Capital Improvements Plan 

Five Year Development Plan 

 Focus 3  
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What We’ve Heard From Residents 

26 
Source: BNA/EDAB combined meeting on commercial vibrancy, 2013 



Centre & Harvard Street 



1965: Bob Ware’s Food Shop 
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