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Dr. Charles Heinberg
On behalf of
1295-1297 Beacon Street, LLC
Coolidge Corner Yoga
And others

Tel. (781) 864-0854 fax (781) 344-4343

August 14, 2016
1299 Beacon Street Faulty and Unsafe Design

Board of Selectmen
Brookline Town Hall
333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA 02445

The following is a short histofy of the predicaments that 1295-1297 Beacon Street
might not survive. '

In the early nineteen forties the Brookline ZBA, gave approval for a building at
1295-1297 Beacon Street with three 2™ means of egress exiting over private
land. Soon after the approval, the building was constructed.

About 1953, the owners of 1299 Beacon Street went before the Land Court. As a
result the land became certified, with the Town not objecting. Now the
egresses were exiting over certified private land and the owners of 1295-1297
Beacon Street hand no valid 2" means of egress.

[ purchased 1295-1297 Beé;on Street in 1979, and a year later [ was issued a
building permit, to cut a doorway through the basement wall for a new invalid 2™
means of egress exiting over certified private land.

A couple of years later I was issued building permit to complete the 2™ floor. This
permit required me to put in a fire escape that traversed over certified private
land, and as a result I now have another invalid 2"? means of egress.

Around 2004-2005 the era of Raj Dhanda came into play, and 1 learned the hard
way about certified land. v
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He made it quite clear that he wanted my property and he started to make life
difficult. He started to talk to my tenants, telling them that he was going to buy my
property, which was news to me. I offered him a like kind exchange deal, through
my broker. He laughed in the broker’s face. He wanted the property for next to
nothing. '

Raj then started threatening Verizon saying he was going to cut the telephone and
cable wires going over his property. In the end Verizon moved the wires over the
Post Office land and then to my building.

After that squeeze did not work, he was pushing to put a fence on the property line,
which would block all 2" means of egresses. At that point the only thing I could
do was put in a sprinkler system. Michael Sheppard worked with me and delayed
the fence permit until the sprinkler was complete. In the end when Raj came for
the permit, Michael Sheppard (the Building Commissioner), told him “not until

your neighbor finishes the sprinkier”. Raj’s answer was “he can’t do that”
knowing what it meant. ’

If Raj has it his way, there will be no 2! means of egress.

The Fire Department made it quite clear, the fence would not stop them from
saving lives, but a building structure is in a different category all together.,

I don’t want people dying on my watch. Every time I see what Raj has done, I
have dreams of the 5 people that died because there was not a functioning 2™
means of egress.

Make safety a priority, and require legal and valid 2*® means of egress.

Sincerely Yours,

) Bhwiio %ﬁ;
Dr. Charles Heinberg,
Manager of 1295-1297 Beacon St., LLC
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Dr. Charles Heinberg
On behalf of
1295-1297 Beacon Street, LLC
Coolidge Corner Yoga
and others

Tel. (781) 864-0854 fax (781) 344-4343

August 11, 2016

1299 proposed massive development

Board of Selectmen
Brookline Town Hall
333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA02445

The 1295-1297 Beacon St., LLC has owned 1295-1297 Beacon Street since 1979.
During that time it was necessary to appear before the ZBA at least 3 times
regarding egresses. To add a 2™ means of egress on to the second floor to make 2
complete floors. To cut through the basement foundation for a 2™ means of
egress. To enclose the basement steps, shielding them from weather conditions.

Now the developer of 1299 Beacon Street, the adjacent property wants to build an
enormous structure right up to the property line. This would effectively prevent the
functioning of these egresses. This factor is especially upsetting when I am
reminded of the Chestnut Hill fire, where 5 people died. Since their 2™ means of

egress was chained closed, it made the pathway of egress nonfunctional causing
the castastrophe.

Also, because the developer of 1299 Beacon Street wants to build a fourteen story
structure up to the property line, the natural sunlight and beauty outside the

windows will be significantly blocked, making it dismal for the tenants and their
staff.

Additionally, because the developer of 1299 Beacon Street wants to build up to the

property line, there will be no rear access to keep the rear area clean and maintain
sanitary conditions.
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Finally, the proposed foundation for 1299 Beacon Street includes provision for
parking two levels below grade. The excavation and demolition of adjacent walls
will surely undermine the integrity of 1295-97 Beacon Street, since that would
make 1299 Beacon Street an extra story below grade.

Sincerely Yours,

Charles Heinberg
Trustee, 1295-1298 Beacon Street LLC



