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RECORD OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BROOKLINE SCHOOL
COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019 AT 6:00 PM IN THE
WALSH SCHOOL COMMITTEE ROOM, 5TH FLOOR, TOWN HALL. STATUTORY
NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS FILED WITH THE TOWN CLERK.
School Committee Members Present: Mr. Pollak (Chairman), Ms. Schreiner-Oldham
(Vice Chairman) Ms. Charlupski, Ms. Ditkoff, Ms. Federspiel, Ms. Monopoli, Mr.
Pearlman, and Ms. Scotto. School Committee Members Absent: Mr. Glover. Also
present: Mr. Bott, Ms. Dunn, Mr. Simon, and Ms. Coyne.
Others Present: Brookline Education Foundation (BEF) President Emily Dolbear and
Executive Director Elizabeth Ascoli.
1.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS
a. Calendar
Ms. Schreiner-Oldham announced that she will be chairing the meeting until Mr.
Pollak’s arrival at approximately 7:30 PM. Ms. Schreiner-Oldham called the meeting to
order at 6:00 PM. She noted upcoming events on the calendar.
b. Consent Agenda
Brookline Education Foundation (BEF) President Emily Dolbear and Executive
Director Elizabeth Ascoli provided an overview of the BEF grants. School Committee
members expressed their deep appreciation to the BEF and their donors for their efforts to
support innovation and excellence in our system.
ACTION 19-1
On a motion of Ms. Schreiner-Oldham and seconded by Mr. Pearlman, the School
Committee VOTED UNANIMOUSLY to approve the items included in the
Consent Agenda.
i. Past Record: November 29, 2018 School Committee Meeting
ii. Past Record: November 27, 2018 Joint School Committee/Select Board
Meeting
iii. Acceptance of Boston University-Saudi Teacher Collaboration Grant
iv. Acceptance of Perkins Secondary Allocation Grant
v. Acceptance of FY 2019 Brookline Education Foundation Grants
vi. Acceptance of Gifts: Anonymous Donor and Pierce School PTO
(Attachment A)
vii. Food Service Advisory Committee Membership (Attachment B)
viii. Commissioning Services Agreement with NV5 for Brookline High
School Expansion (Attachment C)
ix. Coolidge Corner Project Change Order #22 (Attachment D)
x. Brookline High School Expansion Project Proprietary Equipment
(Attachment E)
xi. Student Trip Application: Brookline High School Model UN Club to
Hanover, New Hampshire; April 5, 2019-April 7, 2019 (Attachment F)
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2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Lincoln School 7th Graders provided an overview of the development of the
Lincoln School Composting Program. The students first researched the impact of waste
in the world, the United States, and Brookline. They then researched different ways to
reduce waste impact and collected data on the amount of food waste at the school. The
Lincoln PTO provided funding to start a composting program during middle school
lunch. The program includes two labeled bin sets for sorting trash into liquids, recycling,
trash, and compost. Four middle schoolers volunteer to monitor the bins and help
students, if needed. The students worked with Black Earth Compost to get the program
started. The students asked the School Committee for funding to extend the Composting
Program to the whole school. The estimated cost to expand to K-5 for the remainder of
the year is $1,700 and the estimated cost for K-8 composting for an entire year is
approximately $4,000.
School Committee members thanked the students and their teachers Alejandra
Munoz and Sue Zobel for their informative presentation, their dedication to protecting the
environment, and for their impressive work examining a problem and finding a solution.
Members had several questions for the students and staff, including the feasibility of
washable trays (Lincoln does not have facilities for washing trays) and on-site
composting (is very expensive; lack space; odor could be an issue), and the plan to
expand to other classes (would include student presentations, enlisting teacher support to
help with monitoring). Members were very supportive, but noted that the district is
currently facing a budget deficit. Members offered to investigate whether there might be
any possible sources of funding to expand/continue the composting program.
3.

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS OF CURRENT ISSUES
a. FY 2020 School Budget Development Guidelines and Priorities
(1st Reading)
The School Committee reviewed the preliminary draft of the FY 2020 School
Budget Development Guidelines and Priorities (Attachment G). Members had several
comments: reference to “evidence-based student achievement initiatives” on page 2 could
be interpreted as excluding experimental-based student achievement initiatives; requested
more information on what is included under “evidence-based student achievement
initiatives”; asked what is included under “district-wide capacity to collect, analyze, and
use student data to understand both individual student growth and access to opportunities,
and longitudinal trends for the district” on page 2; replace Special Revenue Funds section
on page 3 with descriptions and use of school revolving funds; remove “Service” at the
end of page 3; expand on what was committed to the voters in the previous overrides, the
reasons for the structural deficit, and the big issues we are trying to solve for in this
budget; include a short statement of priorities; and review the language on state mandates
on page 2.
Ms. Ditkoff stated that the Finance Subcommittee will continue to review the
proposed FY 2020 Budget Development Guidelines and that a revised version will be
presented to the School Committee for a vote at an upcoming meeting.
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b. Update on the FY 2019 Budget and Preliminary FY 2020 Budget
Ms. Dunn presented her January 3, 2019 memo on the FY 2019 and FY 2020
Projected Budget Deficit (Attachment H). Since FY 2016, the School Department has
been experiencing structural deficits in the operating budget and revolving funds. Ms.
Dunn explained how the FY 2018 deficit was closed and stated that the district can no
longer manage through deficits through attrition and unexpended expense lines. New
town revenue growth is not keeping up with the assumptions in the 2018 three-year
override projection approved by the voters. Identification of additional budget reductions
is essential to balance the FY 2019 Budget. The causes of the deficit include the
following: revenue offsets that are no longer allowed or viable; an increase in personnel
and out-of-district tuition costs; and the ongoing structural deficit and revenue problems
(collection and fee) in Athletics and Food Services. Members suggested separating out
Materials Fee and Tuition on the chart. As part of the FY 2020 Budget process, the
School Committee will continue to discuss the methodology for charges to revolving
funds.
Mr. Bott discussed the increase in out-of-district tuition costs, noting increased
rates and a larger than expected number of move-ins. The district is carrying an
$800,000 liability to cover unilateral placements. Over the next couple of weeks he will
look at freezing some expenditure categories, at least on a temporary basis. Ms. Dunn
described her efforts to ensure that items are properly coded and that the budget
document is transparent. The budget will show allocations by program and by school (as
is required by the state). The School Committee discussed budget control and the need
for some district-wide initiatives and some discretionary funds at the building level. Mr.
Bott emphasized the importance of schedules that are achievable and efficient. Members
requested additional information on the Group Insurance Commission (GIC) estimate
(the Town is assuming a 5 percent increase), the accumulation of Free Cash, Chapter 70
(level funded at this point; should receive more information on January 25, 2019),
opportunities to maximize Circuit Breaker reimbursements, and a list of possible options
to address the budget shortfall. Mr. Bott will be meeting with principals to discuss
scheduling and potential ways to close the budget gap. The Superintendent’s Preliminary
FY 2020 Budget Message will be presented to the School Committee on January 17,
2019.
c. Update on Food Service Advisory Committee Recommendations and
Food Services Program
Ms. Dunn reported that the Food Service Advisory Committee has had two
meetings. The Committee discussed developing a relaunch of Breakfast and Lunch, with
expansion of à la carte items at the elementary schools. The Food Service Advisory
Committee would like to test some items with parents/guardians, highlight Breakfast
options and add locations, and arrange events so that parents/guardians can experience
school lunch. Ms. Dunn referred to the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Healthy Eating Plate. She will see if there is a version more appropriate for children and
more aligned with the district. The Food Service Advisory Committee may be
recommending the addition of three à la carte items, and will be reviewing the John C.
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Stalker Institute recommendations for additional options that meet Brookline standards.
The new items will be rolled out district-wide as soon as possible. Ms. Dunn will present
the Food Service Advisory Committee recommendations and the list of top selling items
in other districts to the Finance Subcommittee on January 15, 2019 and to the School
Committee on January 17, 2019. Members suggested publicizing, perhaps in PTO
newsletters, staffed breakfast hours and locations. Members recommended talking to
principals on the possible ramifications of scheduling lunch periods by grade.
School Committee members asked for an update on the preparation of a Request
for Proposals for Food Service Management. Ms. Dunn stated that her recommendation
is to continue with Whitsons Management Services at least through the end of FY 2020.
School Committee members suggested scheduling a discussion of whether/when to
reissue the Request for Proposals at the next Finance Subcommittee meeting on January
15, 2019 and the next School Committee meeting on January 17, 2019.
Members expressed disappointment at the lack of progress in making
improvements to the operation and finances. Suggestions such as taste panels, prepurchasing lunches, and offering samples at PTO meetings and other school events seem
like they would be relatively easy to put into place. It would be helpful if Whitsons
would offer more suggestions on how to improve the operation and finances.
d. Building Permit Application and Demolition Certificate Application for
64 Westbourne Terrace (Driscoll School): Presentation, Discussion, and
Possible Vote to File Applications
Ms. Dunn presented the proposed Building Permit Application and Demolition
Certificate Application for the Driscoll School (Attachment I). If the vote passes, the
Preservation Commission will impose a demolition delay of 12 months and will hold a
public hearing to help determine any historical or architectural significance.
ACTION 19-2
On a motion of Ms. Charlupski and seconded by Ms. Schreiner-Oldham, the
School Committee VOTED UNANIMOUSLY to file a Building Permit
Application and Demolition Certificate Application for 64 Westbourne TerraceDriscoll School with the Preservation Commission (Attachment I).
4.

STUDENT REPORT
Mr. Simon reported that the Student Legislature met today and discussed the
proposed Student Election Reform Bill. Students and administrators have reviewed the
proposed bill. The bill addresses important issues such as the delegation of power and
campaign finances. Mr. Simon is hopeful the Legislature will be able to take a vote at an
upcoming meeting. Mr. Simon and Mr. Bott provided an update on the schedule for next
year. There is a concept schedule that will be reviewed with faculty and the Brookline
Educators Union over the next month or so. Students would like to provide input on
future schedules.
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5.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACTIONS
a. Discussion of 2019 Legislative Priorities (2nd Reading/Proposed Vote)
Ms. Charlupski presented the proposed 2019 Legislative Priorities, which will be
discussed with the legislators at the Legislative Breakfast on January 10, 2019. School
Committee members suggested some minor edits, which are reflected below.
ACTION 19-3
On a motion of Ms. Charlupski and seconded by Ms. Schreiner-Oldham, the
School Committee VOTED UNANIMOUSLY to approve the 2019 Legislative
Priorities.
BROOKLINE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR 2019
Our principal challenge remains the district’s unchecked enrollment growth over the
past decade despite aggressive actions to meet that growth. Operating overrides have
been passed in both 2015 and 2018 that have allowed school staffing to keep pace with
the growth. Debt exclusion overrides in 2015 for the recently completed Coolidge
Corner School expansion (formerly the Edward Devotion School), and in 2018 for the
self-funded Brookline High School expansion, have funded two major building projects
that address some of the demand. In addition, Brookline, with the Town Meeting vote
in December, is moving forward with a three project plan to build the necessary
elementary school capacity and update worn out facilities:
1. Baldwin School will be a self-funded replacement of the existing school
(Heath Street, Chestnut Hill) with a new two-section-per-grade school that
will accommodate 456-450 students.
2. Driscoll School will be a self-funded replacement of the school (Washington
Square) with a new four-section-per-grade school on the existing playground
that will accommodate 800 students. The old school will then be torn down
for an expanded playground.
3. Pierce School (Brookline Village) will be renovated through a partnership
with the MSBA. The MSBA voted in December to invite this project into the
Eligibility Phase.
We are also fortunate that a private donor is building an Early Childhood Education
Center on Harvard Street between Coolidge Corner and Brookline Village, and will
be leasing the space to the PSB for the next 20 years to provide a home for our BEEP
program.
Despite the 2015 and 2018 operating overrides providing much needed support, we
continue to experience daunting physical and budgetary pressures from our growth.
Halfway through the school year we are working to close a $1 million budget shortfall
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in the school department budget, and a $1.8 million gap in our preliminary FY 2020
school department budget.
Passing the Foundation Budget reform legislation (see attached Mass Budget slides)
is critical for Brookline. It will provide much needed financial assistance.
We will need help with the State to get pedestrian signals for crossing Route 9 either at
Dunster and/or Norfolk Roads in Chestnut Hill.
1. Circuit Breaker Reimbursement, Transportation Reform & Trigger
The commitment to funding Circuit Breaker for Special Education costs continues to be
of concern and priority. The district budgets are based on the prior year reimbursement.
While we have had a track record of bringing students in house and maintain vigilance
on claims for these high cost in-district students as well as our out-of-district students,
ongoing financial support is needed. Along with the burden of medically mandated
services (see #4), spending for high-cost special education and its related transportation
costs ($1.2m) represent the largest unfunded mandates in our budget. We hope we can
count on our delegation to prioritize and champion those bills that address this longstanding inequity, in particular funding the Circuit breaker at 75% or at least lowering
the “trigger” for reimbursement to 3x the regular student cost and adding transportation
to the Circuit Breaker formula.
BROOKLINE CIRCUIT BREAKER REIMBURSEMENT HISTORY
Claim
Year

Reimb
Year

FY 18
FY 17
FY 16
FY 15
FY 14
FY 13
FY 12

FY19
FY18
FY17
FY16
FY15
FY14
FY13

Eligible
Students
Claimed
83
93
69
76
73
86
86

Total
Eligible
Net
Expenses Foundation Claim
6,030,671 3,572,586 2,458,085
6,519,559 3,921,554 2,598,005
5,134,386 2,891,700 2,242,686
5,230,933 3,166,772 2,064,161
5,227,622 3,002,080 2,225,542
6,282,474 3,463,776 2,818,698
6,179,472 3,307,860 2,871,612

Avg
% Change
Claim
in Net
Rate
Claim ($)
29,615
-5.38%
27,936
1.16%
32,503
1.09%
27,160
-7.25%
30,487 -21.04%
32,776
-1.84%
33,391

%
Reimb
72.00%
72.10%
73.16%
75.00%
73.56%
75.00%
74.60%

Total
Adjusted
Reimb
1,769,814
1,873,044
1,640,674
1,548,121
1,637,136
2,114,026
2,142,130

2. Relief from Mandates, Related Costs, and Reporting
Each year we discuss the pressure on our budget, our administrators, and our educators
from federal and state mandates to implement new curriculum, programs, or services.
Yet each year, new mandates are added by the legislature, most without commensurate
funding. The growing list includes MCAS 2.0 Testing, Educator Evaluation, English
Language Immersion and related teacher training (RETELL), Bullying Prevention,
school safety and gun control legislation, restraint training, and most recently opioidspecific policies and medical response training. While the BSC supports many of these
initiatives in principle, these mandates affect both administrative and teaching staff by
requiring new policies and budgeting, and they complicate collective bargaining as
teachers seek relief from additional pressures on their time. In the absence of a
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moratorium on new mandated practices or curriculum, we request you ensure that any
legislation implicating new requirements for public schools include the caveat that “the
legislation is subject to appropriation.”
3. Sustaining METCO
One of the core strengths of our schools has been our investment in greater racial
diversity through the METCO program. However, METCO funding lags far behind
school choice, making it harder and harder to justify to Brookline taxpayers who foot
the bill for almost 90% of PSB costs. As enrollments have risen and Brookline
contemplates multiple large overrides, it will be increasing difficult to maintain public
support for this and other “non-resident” student programs. To help us protect METCO
in Brookline, we ask that it be recognized as equivalent to a school choice option with
the same reimbursement level.
4. Health Insurance Coverage for Medically Necessary Treatment in School
We appreciate the delegation’s willingness to work with us on this issue in past
sessions, and realize the obstacles to progress. But, as we have reviewed for several
years, approximately 1.9% of Brookline students with Individual Education Plans
(IEPs) have high-cost, medically mandated services included. The PSB spends an
estimated $1.25 million per year for in- and out-of-district costs associated with
those medically fragile students. We urge you to continue pressing for legislation to
shift those costs to health insurance where it belongs.
6.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Bott provided the following report:

Update on the Coolidge Corner School Renaming Process
In a December 10 letter to the Brookline community, we officially opened the process for
community members to submit new names for the Coolidge Corner School (see attached).
Nominations will be accepted through January 23, 2019. In addition to widely
distributing this announcement to our families, the Brookline Office of Diversity,
Inclusion and Community Relations and the Renaming Advisory Committee are actively
conducting outreach efforts to the wider Brookline community to help spread the word.
The Student Nominations Committee has also been very busy over the past month. They
met with the warrant article petitioners, Deborah Brown and Anne Greenwald, to better
understand the process of writing a warrant article for Town Meeting and the impetus for
their efforts to rename the former Devotion School. The students have also been engaged
in activities designed to strengthen their ability to work together and reach a decision
through consensus. The Student Nominations Committee is comprised of an
extraordinary group of thoughtful and passionate students who are ready to confidently
share their opinions and work together throughout this important process.
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Update on PSB Building Projects:
Since our last meeting on December 6, we have reached two major milestones as part of
our Three School Solution to address the district’s enrollment and substandard space
issues.
On December 13, Brookline Town Meeting voted to move both the Driscoll School and
Baldwin School projects into the Schematic Design Phase. This support from Town
Meeting authorizes $1.5 million for each building project and allows the building
committees and architects to further refine building designs and prepare the projects for
a possible town-wide vote on construction funding in Spring 2019.
At their board meeting on December 12, the Massachusetts School Building Authority
voted to move the Pierce School Building Project into their Eligibility Phase. In late
spring 2019, we will begin working with the MSBA to demonstrate our readiness to
manage and fund the project. We are grateful for this vote of confidence from the MSBA
for this very important project.
METCO Young Women’s Leadership Conference
The Brookline METCO staff organized another successful Young Women’s Leadership
Conference on December 13. Generously hosted by the Fenway Sports Group at Fenway
Park, the goal of the conference was to support young women of color in their academic
and social growth and development. Through engaging panel discussions, workshops
and other activities, over 200 students learned various strategies to achieve their fullest
potential. I would like to thank METCO Director Dr. Keith Lezama and the BHS seniors
who helped to plan and coordinate such a great event.
School Visits and Parent Meetings
Since our last meeting, in addition to parent and staff meetings at Lawrence and
Coolidge Corner Schools as part of the principal search process, I had the following
school visits and parent meetings:
Runkle PTO Parent Coffee
Pierce PTO Parent Coffee
Baker Classroom Visits
Runkle Classroom Visits
Lincoln Classroom Visits

December 7
December 14
December 19
December 19
January 3

Tomorrow morning, January 4, I will be meeting with Heath School parents at a PTO
sponsored coffee; and next Tuesday, January 8, I will be meeting with Driscoll School
parents at a PTO sponsored coffee.
Brookline High School:
Brookline High School Hosts U.S. Congressional Representatives
On Monday, December 17, Brookline High School 11th graders hosted four U.S.
Congressional Representatives, including Joseph Kennedy III, who represents
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Brookline. Representatives Markwayne Mullin (Oklahoma), Rodney Davis (Illinois)
and Lisa Blunt Rochester (Delaware) also participated in this special assembly. These
representatives are members of the Congressional Study Group on American
Democracy and Civics (ADC). ADC was created to bring together current and former
members of Congress from both political parties with the common purpose of
strengthening our democratic process through bipartisanship and civility, with an
emphasis on increasing civic knowledge. This engaging student assembly was a great
opportunity for our students to directly interact with elected officials and showcase
their knowledge of civics and government.
Brookline High School – Whole School Learning
For the last several years, a small planning team at BHS has convened to construct a
calendar of common-experience programming for our high school students. The goal
of this intentional whole school learning - focused on identity and inclusion, diversity
and appreciation - is to better include, support and connect all students at the high
school. The overarching theme of this year’s programming is Interacting with
Empathy. The visit by the Congressional members of American Democracy and Civics
was one part of this programming, demonstrating civility and bipartisanship in our
democratic process. Another example is the annual Asking for Courage Day, held on
December 11, during which students and adults from many different racial, ethnic and
cultural backgrounds bravely shared their personal experiences to shine a light on
racism, bias, and privilege.
Student Engagement: Brookline Sister City Project
As you may recall, Brookline High School students traveled on a school-sponsored
trip to Quezalguaque, Nicaragua – Brookline’s Sister City – in April 2018. This past
fall, BHS sophomores Sophie Jelden and Willa Vish, who both participated in the trip,
led efforts to create a BHS student club focused on supporting Quezalguaque and the
Sister City Project. Starting with a fundraiser to sell reusable water bottles, the
students plan to use the funds to support a clean water initiative in Quezalguaque.
The School Committee regularly reviews field trip applications, so it is particularly
important for you to see the local and international impacts of BHS-supported travel.
We know that our students benefit immensely from these international trips that serve
to deepen their appreciation for the world beyond Brookline.
Taken together, these three updates about Brookline High School show the depth and
breadth of the amazing work being done by a talented and dedicated team of BHS
administrators and educators to create opportunities for authentic learning and growing.
Congratulations
The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association has selected Pete
Rittenburg as the District C Athletic Director of the Year. This annual award is
presented to an athletic administrator who has displayed outstanding leadership and
meritorious achievement in interscholastic administration. Mr. Rittenburg has certainly
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done that, and more, for Brookline. I know you join me in congratulating him on this
well-deserved honor.
School Committee members requested further information on outreach to past
staff and students who might be interested in submitting recommendations for the new
name of the Coolidge Corner School. Mr. Bott explained how the process is being
publicized in the community and will follow up with Mr. Dempsey and the Brookline
Educators Union on opportunities for further outreach.
7.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance
Ms. Ditkoff reported that the next meeting of the Finance Subcommittee will take
place on January 15, 2019. The agenda will include review and discussion of proposed
grants/donations, Food Service Advisory Committee recommendations on à la carte
options, the FY 2019 2nd Quarter Financial Report, the Superintendent’s Preliminary FY
2020 Budget Message, action steps following the Student Activities Fund Review, and
the Food Service Program.
b. Capital Improvements
Ms. Charlupski reported that the next meeting of the Capital Improvements
Subcommittee will take place on January 8, 2019. The agenda will include the proposed
parking plans for the Baldwin and Driscoll School, the preliminary FY 2020 Capital
Improvements Program for the School Department, and the draft Request for Proposals
for Classroom/Office Space.
c. Curriculum
Ms. Scotto reported that the Curriculum Subcommittee met on December 12,
2018. English Language Arts K-8 Curriculum Coordinator Joanna Lieberman presented
a report on the use of the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) developmental reading
assessment in Brookline and a proposed change to the administration schedule (one time
in Kindergarten, May or June). Subcommittee members asked how the BAS facilitates
differentiated instruction; whether taking the test is a good use of time for students at
pause and consider multiple times; and whether the BAS is the best available tool. The
Subcommittee discussed teacher survey data on the use of the BAS (some negative
feedback, but overall, extremely positive) and the need to enhance communication with
parents/guardians and provide them with areas to focus on at home, including the
development of a standardized brochure.
School Committee members suggested clearly explaining to parents/guardians the
range of levels; stressed the importance of professional development; suggested weighing
the benefit of the information BAS provides vs the amount of time spent to administer
the assessment and considering whether there are ways to make administration of the
assessment more efficient; and requested information on what happens to students at
pause and consider during the second testing periods and how are the results used. Mr.
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Bott will ask Dr. Gittens for a summary of survey results (with no identifying
information).
Ms. Scotto reported that the next meeting of the Curriculum Subcommittee will
take place on January 9, 2019. The agenda will include discussion of Kindergarten
Literacy and review of a proposed new Brookline High School Course for 2019-2020:
Advanced Swimming and Lifeguard Training.
d. Government Relations
Ms. Charlupski reported that the Annual Legislative Breakfast will take place on
January 10, 2019.
e. Policy Review
Ms. Schreiner-Oldham reported that the next meeting of the Policy Review
Subcommittee will take place on January 14, 2019. The agenda will include the proposed
Public Schools of Brookline Code of Conduct, Home Instruction Policy, and Policy to
Support Students who are Transgender and/or Gender Nonconforming.
f. Additional Liaisons and Updates
Ms. Monopoli reported that the Pan-Asian Lunar New Year Celebration will take
place on February 9, 2019. She will be attending upcoming meetings of the
Transportation Board, Brookline Adult and Community Education Advisory Board, and
Safe Routes to Schools Committee. Ms. Monopoli suggested scheduling a School
Committee discussion of how the School Department and School Committee can support
the work of the Safe Routes to Schools Committee.
Ms. Schreiner-Oldham reported that she attended the December 14, 2018 Special
Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) meeting. There was a presentation and
discussion of capital planning and how the space shortfall impacts students with special
needs.
Ms. Charlupski reported on an upcoming conference on April 6, 2019 at Bentley
University: New IDEAS for Developing and Equity Mindset. She will forward the
information to School Committee members.
Mr. Pearlman reported on a recent meeting of the Climate Action Committee.
The Committee discussed the proposed Town Meeting votes regarding fossil free
buildings. Mr. Pearlman also attended the December 20, 2018 Land Bank Study
Committee meeting. The Committee discussed various funding mechanisms and next
steps.
Members requested that Ms. Coyne contact the Sagamore to see if members
could receive copies of the newspaper on a regular basis.
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8.

NEW BUSINESS
The School Committee had a brief discussion on school security and the need to
have a consistent protocol across the schools, being mindful of the many, sometimes
competing, considerations, e.g., safety, convenience, sense of community, and privacy.
Members noted that recommended safety procedures and options have changed over the
years and asked whether we have any recent input from school security experts. Ms.
Dunn provided an update on the Emergency Response initiative. She will ask Mr. Gillis
to report back on whether there might be any grant funds available to assist with this
work. Members noted that developing a consistent approach could have policy, capital,
and financial implications and suggested that the School Policy, Capital Improvements,
and Finance Subcommittees consider this issue.
School Committee members requested an update on the South Brookline bus
service to and from Brookline High School. Mr. Gillis is working on a report and will be
scheduling a meeting on the bus service. Ms. Dunn will let the School Committee know
once the meeting is scheduled.
9.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Pollak adjourned the meeting at 10:40 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Robin E. Coyne, Executive Assistant
Brookline School Committee
`

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF BROOKLINE
BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 02445
PHONE 617-730-2425
FAX 617-730-2108

ANDREW BOTT

MARY ELLEN N. DUNN

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT
FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

Request for Gift Acceptance
January 3, 2019
The School Department requires specific authorization for acceptance of gifts
School Committee Action Requested: Please accept the following donations
Donor
Anonymous Donors
Pierce School PTO
Pierce School PTO
Pierce School PTO
*replacement cost $3,800

Recipient
Heath Gift
Pierce Gift
Pierce Gift
Pierce Gift

Amount
$416
$750
$1,200
$1,800*

Reason
Spirit Wear cost-share
3D Printer- 50% of cost
Gr1 Field Trip Transportation
Teacher’s room refrigerators

Motion: Accept the above listed gifts for school department use.

50 School Street
Brookline MA 02445

School Committee
Public Schools of Brookline
333 Washington Street
Brookline MA 02445
RE: Donation by Pierce School PTO for acceptance
Dear School Committee,
On behalf of the Pierce School PTO, I am happy to submit this letter in support of two donations
that the PTO has made:
1. 50% of a 3-D printer for the enrichment and challenge support program (donation value:
$750)
2. Two refrigerators for the teachers’ room (donation value: $1799.98, replacement value:
$3799.98)
If there is any further information I can provide, please let me know.
Thank you,

Mariah Nobrega
PTO Treasurer

Food Service Advisory Committee
Name
Jessica Wender-Shubow

Position
President of the Brookline Educators Union

Patricia Laham

Coordinator of School Health Services
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Food Service Director

Matt Gillis

Director of Operations

Blanka Bogdanovic

PSB Parent Representative

Donna Pertel

PSB Parent Representative

Bettina Neuefeind

PSB Parent Representative

Sue Levy

PSB Parent Representative (alternate)

Suzanne Federspiel

School Committee Representative

Mary Ellen Dunn

Deputy Superintendent of Schools for Admin. & Finance

Dai Nguyen

Public Health Sanitarian

Pat Maloney

Director of Environmental Health, Chief Sanitarian

John Prunier

Whitsons District Manager (liaison)

Donna Odell

Food Service Employee

Bonnie Hatzieleftheriadis

Food Service Employee

Mehdi Baliamoune (Freshmen)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Aryn Lee (Sophomore)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Raman Milky (Senior)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Alexis Raitt (Senior)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Ifeamaka Richardson (Junior)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Kyle Schallies (Freshmen)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Max Siegel (Junior)

Student Advisor Focus Group

Charlotte Vincent (Sophomore)

Student Advisor Focus Group

TOWN of BROOKLINE
Massachusetts
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Daniel F. Bennett
Building Commissioner

To:

Select Board and School Committee

From: Anthony Guigli, Project Manager
Date: 12 December 2018
Re:

Renovations and Additions to the Coolidge Corner School (fka Edward Devotion School)
Contract Amendment #22 – HMFH Architects, Inc.

Proposed Amendment #22 to the contract between HMFH Architects and the Town of Brookline,
in the amount of $35,200.00, is for additional services for geoenvironmental engineering work.
The services herein are for supplemental disposal characterization testing, field and vibration
monitoring and lab work.
The proposed amendment has been approved by the Building Commission.
Thank you for the consideration of the above.

333 Washington Street, Brookline, Massachusetts 02445
Tel: (617) 730-2100 Fax: (617) 739-7542

