
BCA Meeting Notes

Wednesday, January 8, 2020

Present: Betsy Frauenthal (Treasurer/Acting Chair), Amy Emmert, Caroline Bowden, Lea Cohen, Stan 

Trecker, Donna Hollenberg – NO QUORUM

Absent: Peg O’Connell, Daniel Gostin, Ilana Lescohier, Courtney McGlynn, Sara Erkal, Austin Seeley, 

Sydney Nolan

Admin: Gillian Jackson

Meeting commenced 7:11pm

1. Minutes of December meeting tabled until February meeting.

2. Treasurer’s report – Betsy reported a $50 interest accrual. She also noted that there were some 

PO discrepancies that needed to be investigated.

3. Poet Laureate – it was noted that the account is still short $800 to meet the final stipend 

payment to Zvi Sesling on March 31, 2020. The Brookline Booksmith has kindly donated $1200 

to the 2019-20 term. Donna will speak to them about future sponsorship and a possibility of 

naming the program the ‘Booksmith Literary Laureate’ or the ‘Brookline Literary Laureate 

presented by Brookline Booksmith’ with a number of events to be held at the store each year.

As the current term expires on March 31, it was suggested that the position remain empty until 

a replacement is found. To be discussed at the next meeting.

4. Matching Funds Request – Stan reported that he’s received feedback from the Select Board that 

the BCA should send in a package to support its case for requesting matching grant funds from 

the town. He was also advised by Paul Saner that a write-in campaign would bolster the effort. 

Dan has already submitted the request to Mel Kleckner and Melissa Goff, who said that it would 

be considered at the budget meeting. 

A write-in campaign would need to be organized and completed before the end of the month 

(January).

5. Booth Theatre Concert - $1660 has been allocated from the 2020 state funds for this event.

The working group has decided that the event would now be less family orientated but instead 

will have a more adult theme in terms of music and timing. It was thought that this would 

provide a greater opportunity to showcase the need for public art at the fundraising event. 

Caroline has suggested two groups that would be suitable for the concert: Kalifa & Koliba, and 

Hector Cuevas and the Boston Latin Band. Both are high energy and would be good for creating 

a dancing atmosphere.



Next steps - to meet with Booth Theatre to discuss:

 Layout and technical equipment.

 Ticketing.

 Restrictions on food and alcohol.

A family event will be considered for the summer, possibly at The Coolidge.

A 90 second video will be created to show at the beginning of the event, and also on social 

media. 

6. Cultural District – Amy said that meetings would now be moving to monthly standing public 

meetings in order to communicate with stakeholders to make certain all are aware of the 

initiative. She met with State Rep Tommy Vitolo who advised that the BCA could apply to the 

state for an earmark of funds up to $15,000 ie the “earmarking” of state money outside the 

normal budgeting process for specific programs and services. This request would need to be 

sent by April 1. This request could also be made through Mike Moran, Suffolk 18th, whose 

district includes the Booth Theatre.

ArtsBrookline has been looking at space in 21-23 Station Street (2nd floor) for possible collective 

artist studio use beginning November 2020, and has started to look for sponsorship. Amy is 

working out a model for this.

In addition Amy is proposing to send a ‘Percent for Art’ policy to the Select Board. Stan, who has

had contact with Jason Weeks of the Cambridge Arts Council, is willing to help with drafting the 

policy. The idea is that 1% of a building project budget is either put towards art in new buildings 

or into a public art fund.

7. The header that Caroline designed for the lobby notice board is now ready. Content for the 

lower portion is now needed.

8. Grantee Reception – Lea volunteered to organize food donations for this year’s reception.

9. Any other Business – Gillian will explore the feasibility of splitting the commission into two 

separate entities. One an LCC to deal solely with state grant applications, and the other a town 

commission to continue working on all other matters currently in progress.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55pm.




