Brookline Advisory Committee
Schools Subcommittee Report
Warrant Article 35
The School Sub-Committee of the Advisory Committee held a public hearing on Wednesday,
March 17, 2021 via Zoom to address Article 35 of the May 2021 Annual Town Meeting. Due to
current health concerns, the hearing was held via Zoom. Present were sub-committee members
Cliff Brown (chair and TM 14), Chi Chi Wu (AL), Paul Warren (TM 1), Dennis Doughty (TM 3), and
Ben Birnbaum (AL).
Also present were petitioners Anthony Ishak, Deborah Brown (TM 1), Bettina Neuefeind (TM 1),
and Kate Silbaugh (TM 1). Also, Naomi Sweitzer (TM 10), Jeffrey Nutting, of the Town Clerk’s
Office and other members of the public.
RECOMMENDATION
By a vote of 4-0-1, the subcommittee is recommending an amended version of the original
article.
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY
Article 35 is a resolution recommending that the Town take certain steps with the goals of
increasing voter registration and voter turnout in Brookline. The steps, presented as the
Resolved clauses, are:
1) “The Town Clerk’s Office [TCO] should Provide mail-in voter registration forms at all Town
buildings regularly accessed by the public,” and ensure that BHA residents “have easy access
to” such forms;
2) The TCO should include such forms in the annual Town census mailing;
3) The TCO should Provide absentee ballot applications “with stamped envelopes” at Town
buildings referenced above;
4) The TCO should supply “ample multilingual materials” online, at registration sites, and at
polling places by April 2022;
5) The TCO should utilize social media and robo-calls to urge voters to cast ballots;
6) The TCO should organize a “geo-spatial” 1 voting analysis to determine whether and where
groups of citizens are underrepresented and report on that survey by 1/31/2022, along with
recommendations to alleviate such underrepresentation.
Geo-spatial analysis involves using GIS software to overlay two or more forms of mapped information. In
Brookline’s case, the simplest form of geo-spatial vote analysis would involve a map of the Town overlaid with a
map of registered voters by residential location.
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DISCUSSION
Asked to respond on behalf of the TCO, Mr. Nutting noted that of the six proposals, two could
be quickly implemented and another three could be partially implemented if funding were
available—and that these could likely be resolved in conversation with the TCO. However, he
said, the recommendation regarding the geo-spatial survey and report, and any other research
project, ought to be postponed until such time as a new Town Clerk was able to deal with a
“backload of work.” This work, he said, included new public records software, new election
software, a bill filed by the secretary of state that would change several voting regulations,
possible implementation of rank choice software for elections, and a possible change in voting
machines so as to accommodate rank-choice voting. Mr. Nutting suggested that the petitioners
should wait to meet with the new clerk and, if they were not then satisfied with the results,
refile their resolution in the fall.
Mr. Ishak responded that given any delay, the Town might not see the improvement petitioners
intended until the spring of 2023. Moreover, he said, it was important that Town Meeting let
any candidates for the Town Clerk position know improving citizen participation voting was a
Town priority.
Ms. Silbaugh noted that voter turnout “is a community effort” and not a responsibility that
devolved solely on the Town Clerk. A number of subcommittee members indicated their
agreement.
Mr. Doughty noted that 5 of the 6 proposals fell “into the realm of what the clerk already
does.” Proposal Six, he said, was the outlier, requiring planning, scoping, and funding—and is a
Town issue, not a Clerk issue. He suggested that the sixth proposal could be handed to a study
committee that would make recommendations on how to proceed.
Speaking to the issue of the small percentage of registered voters who participate in Town
elections, Mr. Warren noted that while it was the Town Clerk’s job to encourage registration, it
was the responsibility of Town Meeting members to make sure their constituents were aware
of issues that face the Town. “Your average citizen has no knowledge of the warrant, so why
would they want to vote?”
Ms. Wu said she was a strong proponent of multi-lingual materials. She added that the only
proposed program that could lead to better voter turnout was Proposal 6. It may be the most
difficult to accomplish, “but turnout is really the problem.” She then asked about the reported
shortage of registration forms at the BHA, and Mr. Nutting said there had been no such
shortage. The shortage, he said, was of a pamphlet that explained the ballot questions. The
Town had ordered 300, and 75 had gone to the BHA.
Asked what proportion of eligible voters were registered, Mr. Nutting said he did not have hard
data but would guess 85 percent. Of 60,000 residents, he said, 10,000 or so were underage. He

also noted that of 31,000 census forms recently distributed, 5,000, or 16 percent, were
returned because the intended recipient was no longer at the address.
The Chair then accepted an amendment motion from Mr. Birnbaum to replace Proposal 6 and
the conclusion to the resolution with two paragraphs that called for the Town Clerk 1) to
undertake further study of Brookline’s voter services, including a geo-spatial consideration,
with a view to making a report at the 2002 Annual Town Meeting as to changes that had been
enacted and the further need “for, and cost of, a scientific study of voting registrations and
voting pattern ins Brookline.”
The amended Article 35 passed by a 4-0-1 vote of the subcommittee.

ARTICLE X-A Resolution to Encourage Voting in Brookline
Submitted by: Anthony Ishak, Deborah Brown TMM-1, Bettina Neuefeind TMM-1, Kate Silbaugh TMM-1,
Amanda Zimmerman, Michael Zoorob
To see if the Town adopts the following resolution:
WHEREAS, approximately 51% of Brookline residents rent; and
WHEREAS, approximately 18% of Brookline residents voted in the 2020 Town election and
WHEREAS, renters vote at lower rates compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, voter registration applications are restricted to limited locations that may be difficult to
access; and
WHEREAS, renters are registered to vote at a lower percentage as compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, renters have a vested interest in elections and particularly local elections that impact policies
applicable to them; and
WHEREAS, voting promotes inclusivity to disadvantaged populations; and
WHEREAS, Massachusetts allows eligible citizens to register to vote in person at a number of public
facilities including town halls, via mail in registration form, or online if the Registry of Motor Vehicles has
their signature on file; and
WHEREAS, the Election Department requires Brookline residents changing addresses or people moving
into the Town from another municipality to update their registration to remain an eligible voter; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Brookline is committed to making it easier for eligible residents to vote by
considering all novel means to increasing access; and
WHEREAS, a cornerstone of the Town form of government is full participation by a majority of residents;
and
WHEREAS, increasing voter access is not a costly endeavor as compared to the gains associated with full
enfranchisement for renters;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing mail-in voter registration forms at all
Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not limited to: Town Hall,
libraries, Brookline Public Housing properties, fire stations, police stations, and schools). It will
also work with the Brookline Housing Authority (BHA) to ensure that its residents have easy
access to voter registration forms.
2. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by including mail-in voter registration forms with the
Annual Town Census.
3. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing absentee ballot applications with
stamped envelopes at all Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not

limited to: Town Hall, libraries, fire stations, police stations, and schools). The Town Clerk will
work with BHA to identify locations for absentee ballot applications with stamped envelopes.
4. The Town of Brookline will ensure that it has ample multilingual materials at all voter
registration sites, including online, and at polling stations by April 2022.
5. The Town of Brookline will send non-partisan robocalls and use social media to remind voters to
cast ballots on Election Day beginning in May 2022.
6. Be it further resolved that the Office of the Town Clerk, upon the appointment or election of a
new Town Clerk, shall undertake responsibility for a geo-spatial study of ways to increase the
registration of new eligible voters as well as improve rates of election participation and report
findings and recommendations at the 2022 Annual Town Meeting.
That study will take into account the collection of voting data available to the Town; availability
and distribution of voter registration materials; utilization of census mailings for the distribution
of voting-related materials; the need for multi--lingual registration and voting materials;
increasing citizen opportunities for ballot drop-off; and the use of social media and other
communications to promote such citizen participation—and the costs associated with such
improvements. The Office of the Town Clerk will also report on the need for, and cost of, a
scientific study of voting registration and voting patterns in Brookline.
6. The Town of Brookline will conduct a geospatial voter registration and voting patterns study to
find areas where voter registration and voter turnout is low and groups are under-represented.
It will produce a set of recommendations to increase voter participation among these
underrepresented groups by January 31, 2022 and implement the recommendations by
December 31, 2022.
Or act on anything relative thereto.
PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION
The objective of this resolution is two-fold:
1.
To increase Brookline’s registered voter rate in our Town leading to increased participation at
elections of all levels. Many residents do not have easy access to application forms given technology or
location barriers. In fact last year there were an insufficient number of voting registration forms for
residents of Brookline Public Housing. Brookline also has a high renter rate (nearly 50%) which makes it
susceptible to having residents that frequently change addresses and are less likely to register to vote or
vote with the current set-up.

2.
To increase our local election participatory rate (recently ranging 6-26% since 2016 as per a
6/10/20 Patch article https://patch.com/massachusetts/brookline/brookline-town-election-turnoutless-18-percent). In 2020 with special dispensation there was an increase in voters using the mail-option
to vote for the general election. This could also potentially increase the voting rate for those historically
under represented (such as renters who vote at a rate of ~1/3 of homeowners) by increasing access to
absentee voting.
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ARTICLE X-A Resolution to Encourage Voting in Brookline
Submitted by: Anthony Ishak, Deborah Brown TMM-1, Bettina Neuefeind TMM-1, Kate Silbaugh TMM-1,
Amanda Zimmerman, Michael Zoorob
To see if the Town adopts the following resolution:
WHEREAS, approximately 51% of Brookline residents rent; and
WHEREAS, approximately 18% of Brookline residents voted in the 2020 Town election and
WHEREAS, renters vote at lower rates compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, voter registration applications are restricted to limited locations that may be difficult to
access; and
WHEREAS, renters are registered to vote at a lower percentage as compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, renters have a vested interest in elections and particularly local elections that impact policies
applicable to them; and
WHEREAS, voting promotes inclusivity to disadvantaged populations; and
WHEREAS, Massachusetts allows eligible citizens to register to vote in person at a number of public
facilities including town halls, via mail in registration form, or online if the Registry of Motor Vehicles has
their signature on file; and
WHEREAS, the Election Department requires Brookline residents changing addresses or people moving
into the Town from another municipality to update their registration to remain an eligible voter; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Brookline is committed to making it easier for eligible residents to vote by
considering all novel means to increasing access; and
WHEREAS, a cornerstone of the Town form of government is full participation by a majority of residents;
and
WHEREAS, increasing voter access is not a costly endeavor as compared to the gains associated with full
enfranchisement for renters;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing mail-in voter registration forms at all
Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not limited to: Town Hall,
libraries, Brookline Public Housing properties, fire stations, police stations, and schools). It will
also work with the Brookline Housing Authority (BHA) to ensure that its residents have easy
access to voter registration forms.
2. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by including mail-in voter registration forms with the
Annual Town Census.
3. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing absentee ballot applications with
stamped envelopes at all Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not

limited to: Town Hall, libraries, fire stations, police stations, and schools). The Town Clerk will
work with BHA to identify locations for absentee ballot applications with stamped envelopes.
4. The Town of Brookline will ensure that it has ample multilingual materials at all voter
registration sites, including online, and at polling stations by April 2022.
5. The Town of Brookline will send non-partisan robocalls and use social media to remind voters to
cast ballots on Election Day beginning in May 2022.
6. Be it further resolved that the Office of the Town Clerk, upon the appointment or election of a
new Town Clerk, shall undertake responsibility for a geo-spatial study of ways to increase the
registration of new eligible voters as well as improve rates of election participation and report
findings and recommendations at the 2022 Annual Town Meeting.
That study will take into account the collection of voting data available to the Town; availability
and distribution of voter registration materials; utilization of census mailings for the distribution
of voting-related materials; the need for multi--lingual registration and voting materials;
increasing citizen opportunities for ballot drop-off; and the use of social media and other
communications to promote such citizen participation—and the costs associated with such
improvements. The Office of the Town Clerk will also report on the need for, and cost of, a
scientific study of voting registration and voting patterns in Brookline.
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March 5, 2021

Mr. Anthony Ishak
131 Freeman Street
Unit 3
Brookline, MA 02446
Dear Anthony,
Thank you for a copy of the warrant article you submitted related to the Town Clerk’s
responsibility for overseeing the election process.
First, we do not believe we need a resolution to be more proactive regarding election outreach.
We are committed to making registering to vote and voting as easy as possible within the limits
of the law.
Second, we would suggest this proposal be delayed until a next Town Clerk has been
elected/appointed. You can meet with the new Town Clerk this summer to discuss these ideas
as well as the potential cost, legal issues and ability to accomplish the goal of greater
participation by voters.
By delaying your proposal and discussing your ideas with the Clerk you may be satisfied with a
plan going forward. If not you could always put this on the Fall Special Town Meeting.
Third, the Legislature and the Secretary of State are in discussions about changing election
laws including allowing, vote by mail, registration the day of election, expansion of early voting
and other potential changes. We would expect those to be finalized an adopted in 2021.
Fourth, while we believe it is important to make all reasonable attempts to have citizens
register to vote, we think it is just as important to have them actually vote.
We currently have a population of about 60,000 citizens and over 40,000 registered voters.
Given that some citizens are too young to register, college students and others live here for a
short time and some simply have stopped voting for whatever reason we have a relatively high
number of registered voters. While we constantly need to reach out to all citizens to register,
we also need all voters to vote!
We believe that some of the issues being discussed at the State level may help but only time
will tell what the final legislation will include.

In response to your specific goals we would suggest the following:
1. Providing mail in Voter registration cards to several public sites.
We do not think this would be a problem once Covid is under control. Currently you can
register in person, at the Department of Motor Vehicles or Mass Health*, online or
mailing in the registration card. I might suggest that the public safety building should not
be included in the list. Further it would be nice to provide forms to the High School to
allow students direct access to registration forms.
2. Provide mail in registration forms in the census. We have reached out to our vendor
to see what the addition cost would be accomplish this and are awaiting a response. We
currently mail out over 30,000 census forms so there would be cost to mail and cost to
processing the extra forms that come back. This approach may be too broad a brush
given the 40,000 registers voters we already have. We think a more targeted strategy
would yield better results. A discussion with the Clerk could lead to a better result.
3. The Town of Brookline will provide absentee ballot applications with stamped
envelopes. This has a cost to the taxpayers. Given you can currently register in various
different ways for free and there is discussion about “same day registration” we would
hold off on this until more information is available.
4. Provide ample multilingual materials. We agree that multilingual material needs to
expanded but we have not concluded the best way to target that material. Do we add
one or one hundred languages? How much will it cost? What is the best way to reach
those communities? This requires more discussion and investigation about how best
accomplish this goal.
5. Send out Robo calls and use social media – We certainly agree that social media
can be expanded relating to election information. Our staff is planning a Facebook page
and we can work with the IT department about other venues. The general town policy is
that Robo calls are used for emergencies and other critical information so any use of
that would need to take place at the Select Board/ Town Administration level. Our
experience is that too many Robo calls makes citizens angry.
6. The town will conduct a geospatial voter registration and voting pattern study…
We do not have enough information about the cost, technology and outcomes to
comment at this time.
We are happy to discuss your proposal at your convenience but still believe the best
course of actions it to delay this proposal for the reasons stated above.

Sincerely,

Jeff Nutting, Town Clerks Office

CC

Select Board
Advisory Committee
Town Administrator
Deputy Town Administrator

*Automatic

Voter Registration

As of January 1, 2020, if you are a Massachusetts citizen conducting certain transactions
through the Registry of Motor Vehicles, Mass Health, and the Commonwealth Health
Connector and you do not opt out of registering to vote, you will automatically become
registered to vote.
If you do not opt out of registering, you will automatically be registered to vote when you:
•
•
•
•
•

Apply for or renew a driver's license
Apply for or renew a learner's permit
Apply for or renew a state ID
Apply for Mass Health benefits online, in person, or by phone.
Apply for health insurance through the Commonwealth Health Connector

If you do not wish to be registered to vote, or you do not wish to be registered at the address
you use with the RMV, Mass Health, or the Health Connector, you may opt out of registering.

VOTING PATTERNS
% Voter Turnout, State (avg.) and Town Elections, Massachusetts and Brookline (2014-2020)
Massachusetts State Brookline State
Brookline Town
2014
57
49
11
2016
75
76
6
2018
60
68
22 [two override questions]
2020
76
74
18
% voter turnout, 4 metro-Boston Town Elections
Arlington
Belmont
2014
20
33
2016
15
23
2018
16
16
2020
35
12

(2014-2020)*
Wellesley
18 [2015]
22[ 2017]
19 [2019]
27 [2021]

Brookline
11
6
22
18

*Wellesley holds its town (spring) elections in odd -numbered years.
LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN HOME, 18+, BROOKLINE 2019
67 percent English only
13 Percent Asian and English
13 Percent Indo-European (Europe, India, Iran) and English
5 Percent (Spanish and English
3 Percent Other
MOBILITY, BROOKLINE, 2019
21 percent moved since previous year [margin of error is +/- 10 percent]
OTHER INFORMATION
-70 percent of US eligible voters are registered to vote
-40,000 of Brookline’s 60,000 residents are registered to vote. The 60,000 figure would include
individuals under 18 , foreign nationals, and individuals who are in Brookline temporarily
-Factors strongly associated with low voter turnout: income under $30,000; people of color;
naturalized citizens; young voters; non college graduate

ARTICLE X-A Resolution to Encourage Voting in Brookline
Submitted by: Anthony Ishak, Deborah Brown TMM-1, Bettina Neuefeind TMM-1, Kate Silbaugh TMM-1,
Amanda Zimmerman, Michael Zoorob
To see if the Town adopts the following resolution:
WHEREAS, approximately 51% of Brookline residents rent; and
WHEREAS, approximately 18% of Brookline residents voted in the 2020 Town election and
WHEREAS, renters vote at lower rates compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, voter registration applications are restricted to limited locations that may be difficult to
access; and
WHEREAS, renters are registered to vote at a lower percentage as compared with homeowners; and
WHEREAS, renters have a vested interest in elections and particularly local elections that impact policies
applicable to them; and
WHEREAS, voting promotes inclusivity to disadvantaged populations; and
WHEREAS, Massachusetts allows eligible citizens to register to vote in person at a number of public
facilities including town halls, via mail in registration form, or online if the Registry of Motor Vehicles has
their signature on file; and
WHEREAS, the Election Department requires Brookline residents changing addresses or people moving
into the Town from another municipality to update their registration to remain an eligible voter; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Brookline is committed to making it easier for eligible residents to vote by
considering all novel means to increasing access; and
WHEREAS, a cornerstone of the Town form of government is full participation by a majority of residents;
and
WHEREAS, increasing voter access is not a costly endeavor as compared to the gains associated with full
enfranchisement for renters;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing mail-in voter registration forms at all
Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not limited to: Town Hall,
libraries, Brookline Public Housing properties, fire stations, police stations, and schools). It will
also work with the Brookline Housing Authority (BHA) to ensure that its residents have easy
access to voter registration forms.
2. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by including mail-in voter registration forms with the
Annual Town Census.
3. The Town of Brookline will promote voting by providing absentee ballot applications with
stamped envelopes at all Town buildings regularly accessed by the public (including but not

limited to: Town Hall, libraries, fire stations, police stations, and schools). The Town Clerk will
work with BHA to identify locations for absentee ballot applications with stamped envelopes.
4. The Town of Brookline will ensure that it has ample multilingual materials at all voter
registration sites, including online, and at polling stations by April 2022.
5. The Town of Brookline will send non-partisan robocalls and use social media to remind voters to
cast ballots on Election Day beginning in May 2022.
6. The Town of Brookline will conduct a geospatial voter registration and voting patterns study to
find areas where voter registration and voter turnout is low and groups are under-represented.
It will produce a set of recommendations to increase voter participation among these
underrepresented groups by January 31, 2022 and implement the recommendations by
December 31, 2022.
Or act on anything relative thereto.
PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION
The objective of this resolution is two-fold:
1. To increase Brookline’s registered voter rate in our Town leading to increased participation at
elections of all levels. Many residents do not have easy access to application forms given
technology or location barriers. In fact last year there were an insufficient number of voting
registration forms for residents of Brookline Public Housing. Brookline also has a high renter rate
(nearly 50%) which makes it susceptible to having residents that frequently change addresses
and are less likely to register to vote or vote with the current set-up.
2. To increase our local election participatory rate (recently ranging 6-26% since 2016 as per a
6/10/20 Patch article https://patch.com/massachusetts/brookline/brookline-town-electionturnout-less-18-percent). In 2020 with special dispensation there was an increase in voters using
the mail-option to vote for the general election. This could also potentially increase the voting
rate for those historically under represented (such as renters who vote at a rate of ~1/3 of
homeowners) by increasing access to absentee voting.
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Brookline Advisory Committee
Schools Subcommittee Report
Warrant Article 28
The Schools Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee held a public hearing on March 17, 2021
to review Warrant Article 28 of the May 2021 Annual Town Meeting. Due to current health
concerns, the hearing was held via Zoom. In attendance were Subcommittee members Cliff
Board (Chair), Ben Birnbaum, Dennis Dougherty, Paul Warren, and Chi Chi Wu.
Also present were Raul Fernandez (Select Board member), Melissa Goff (Deputy Town
Administrator), Justin Casanova-Davis (Asst. Town Administrator), Monique Baldwin, and
members of the public.
RECOMMENDATION
By a vote of 5-0-0, the Schools Subcommittee recommends favorable action on Warrant Article
28.
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY
Submitted by the Select Board, Warrant Article 28 would authorize the Select Board to petition
the Legislature for legislation that would authorize the expenditure of $500,000 from the
Town’s Marijuana Mitigation Stabilization Fund for the purposes of supporting racial equity
projects and initiatives.
In Fall 2019, Town Meeting passed a resolution to establish a Racial Equity Advancement Fund;
a year later in Fall 2020, Town voted to create the Marijuana Mitigation Stabilization Fund.
Warrant Article 28 would seek legislative authority to expend $500,000 from the Stabilization
Fund for the purposes of creating the Racial Equity Fund called for in the Fall 2019 Warrant
Article. The funding would come from Host Community Agreement mitigation fees from
licensed marijuana establishments. Funds would not come from the marijuana sales tax.
Currently, HCA funds are required to be used for mitigation activities, such as Department of
Public Works or Public Safety. But since we were the first community in the immediate vicinity
of Boston to have a recreational marijuana establishment, the Town would argue that we
should be permitted to use some of these funds for racial equity advancement projects.
In terms of practical implementation, the $500,000 will be used to seed a Racial Equity Fund
(“Fund”) that will be administered by the Brookline Community Foundation (BCF). The BCF has
the experience and infrastructure required both to administer the Fund and to seek additional
capital for the Fund. This structure would also allow community members to give to the Racial
Equity Fund. BCF will assess quarterly fees for administrating the Fund.
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PUBLIC COMMENT
No members of the public commented on the Warrant Article.
DISCUSSION
Subcommittee member Chi Chi Wu asked what costs there would be to the Town in terms of
staff time to lobby for the legislation. Melissa Goff estimated the expenditure of time would be
minimal, perhaps two or three afternoons spent in hearings at the State House that would
require the attendance of Town Administrator Kleckner, a designated staffer, and Select Board
member Fernandez.
Subcommittee member Paul Warren suggested that an additional argument for using the HCA
funds for racial equity is that the cannabis legislation was partially intended to benefit the
communities of color that were historically harmed by the criminalization of marijuana.
However, the legislation has not had the intended effect in Brookline (or elsewhere) and that
this is a way to directly accomplish that original legislative intent.
Subcommittee Chair Cliff Brown suggested that it may be worth approaching local community
banks to contribute to the Racial Equity Fund to meet their Community Reinvestment Act
obligations.
Subcommittee member Ben Birnbaum asked how much is in the Stabilization Fund currently. In
FY 2020, the Town collected $1.73 million, expended about $867,000, which left about
$863,000. That latter amount is currently being used as Free Cash to support expenditures but
there will be additional payments to the Stabilization Fund in FY 2021. Whatever is available at
the end of FY 2021 will be used to support mitigation activities and to transfer the $500,000
into the fund.
There was a discussion of the fact that this Warrant Article only asks the Legislature for a onetime expenditure, and would it be preferable to have authorization for continuing contributions
to the Fund. However, the Warrant Article cannot be expanded from what was filed. Also, the
Host Community Agreement is only for a 5-year period, and will need to be negotiated at the
end of that time. So, the HCA funds are guaranteed for that amount of time.
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