School Committee Policy Review Subcommittee
Monday, May 17, 2021
5:00 PM – 6:45 PM
Remote via Zoom
Policy Review Subcommittee members present: David Pearlman (Chair), Andreas Liu,
and Jennifer Monopoli.
Policy Review Subcommittee members absent: Dimitry Anselme.
Other School Committee members present: Susan Wolf Ditkoff.
School Staff present: Mary Ellen Normen, Matt Gillis, Donna Chisholm, Anthony Meyer,
Hal Mason, and Robin Coyne.
Mr. Pearlman called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.
1) Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Dr. Liu and seconded by Ms. Monopoli, the Policy Review
Subcommittee voted unanimously (by roll call) to approve the minutes of the April 12,
2021 Policy Review Subcommittee meeting.
2) Discussion of Course and Graduation Requirements Policies and Procedures (I9I10, I13; I18-I28 for context)
Brookline High School (BHS) Head of School Anthony Meyer and BHS Assistant Head
of School Hal Mason were present to discuss the 9th Grade Wellness requirement. The
9th Grade Wellness Class is a skills-based health education class that provides students
with content knowledge and continuous opportunities to practice skills, aligned with the
National Standards for Health Education (i.e., health promotion and disease prevention;
analyzing influences on health behaviors; access valid information, products and
services; decision-making; goal setting; communication; advocacy for personal, family,
and community health), to enhance health and avoid or reduce risk behaviors. The course
includes CPR instruction. The BHS administrators discussed the following: why the 9th
Grade Wellness class was not offered this year (including the difficulty of discussing
sensitive topics over Zoom); options for making up the material (summer option and 10th
Grade Wellness class in the fall - one semester course, two days per week); how taking
the class in the fall might impact students with other demands on their schedules; and
State graduation requirements.
The following members of the public spoke about this issue: Carolyn Thall, Frederica
Piccioni, and Nathan Shpritz. Comments included the following: concerned that students
in learning centers will lose an elective in the fall and that this will reduce opportunities
for inclusion; asked if there could be some flexibility for students with other
commitments; requested clarification of the content of the course; suggested that the
summer option be free; and asked that the district verify whether or not wellness is a state
graduation requirement.
Mr. Pearlman referred to the current Public Schools of Brookline (PSB) Policies on High
School Graduation Requirements and Curriculum Development. He asked whether the
Policies align with current practice. Mr. Mason provided an overview of the course
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development/approval process, which includes Curriculum Subcommittee and School
Committee review/approval. It was noted that Mr. Mason discussed the Health and
Wellness requirement with the Curriculum Subcommittee on January 19, 2021.
Subcommittee members suggested not amending policies to reflect temporary changes
and soliciting input from stakeholders including the Office of Teaching and Learning.
Mr. Meyer will verify the State/Brookline graduation requirements for Health and
Wellness classes, the feasibility of offering the summer class at no charge, and whether
there are alternatives for students who have other demands on their fall schedules.
Members asked that the district consider whether it is important that the students access
this material regardless of the state graduation requirement, and that the district try to
meet student/family needs by being as flexible as possible in terms of how/when the
material is delivered.
3) Discussion of Transportation to School Activities and Events Policies and
Procedures (E46)
Director of Operations Matt Gillis reviewed State Student Transportation Requirements
and Brookline practices. Ms. Normen and Mr. Gillis spoke to the suggestion that the
district provide transportation from South Brookline to the Florence Ruffin Ridley School
Universal Summer Program site (no precedent; need to maintain equity among programs;
would be a cost). Members requested the following: that the district consider whether
there is sufficient interest for a second site, preferably closer to South Brookline; and that
the district be proactive and reach out to families to find out whether transportation is a
barrier to participation and find ways to offer support.
Mr. Pearlman referred to the current PSB Policy on Transportation to School Activities
and Events. He requested feedback on whether the School Committee should make any
changes to the Policy. Ms. Normen suggested changing the minimum mileage
requirement from two miles to one and a half miles. This would align with the State
reporting requirement. Members suggested that the district may want to encourage use of
buses rather than individual vehicles.
4) Discussion of Proposed Draft Revisions to Calendar Policy (I3)
Mr. Pearlman is waiting for input on this Policy. As such, the Policy will be discussed at
a later meeting.
5) Possible Policy Deletions (e.g. I48)
Members agreed that it would be beneficial to try to streamline the Policy Manual by
eliminating policies that are no longer relevant. Members suggested scheduling time at
each meeting to review possible policies for deletion. Mr. Pearlman commented that the
Gifted and Talented Program was eliminated and suggested that the Gifted and Talented
Policy be eliminated. Ms. Normen noted that much of this section of the Policy Manual
should have been removed or revised under Education Reform. Members suggested
reviewing Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) sample policies,
getting input from stakeholders, and possibly scheduling a joint meeting with the
Curriculum Subcommittee. Ms. Normen reported that the Student Activities Policy is
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ready for Subcommittee review. She will be preparing a plan on how to revise the
Finance section of the Policy Manual.
6) Update on Status of School Resource Officer Program Analysis
Mr. Pearlman reported that Senior Director of Data and Strategy Erin Cooley will be
surveying Grade 6-12 students and staff regarding their views on SROs. The results will
be presented at the June 2, 2021 School Committee meeting. The Select Board has
requested that the School Committee provide a recommendation on SROs before the
Select Board’s June 15, 2021 deliberation. The Subcommittee discussed survey content
and how to enhance the response rate. Ms. Ditkoff will forward surveys that have been
done in other districts. She suggested asking people most impacted or proximate to this
issue to review the draft survey.
The Subcommittee discussed scheduling an additional meeting (Monday, June 7, 2021;
5:00 PM-6:30 PM.
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.
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