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Board Present: Steve Heikin, James Carr, Linda Hamlin, Mark Zarrillo
Staff Present: Polly Selkoe and Victor Panak

Steve Heikin opened the meeting.

As a heads up, he told the other members that the Growth Cos. has proposed a large development
in Chestnut Hill which will be presented shortly to EDAB.  It will require zoning changes.  He 
also said he favors Brookline looking into requiring linkage for large commercial developments, 
similar to existing linkage programs in Boston, Cambridge, and Somerville.

Polly Selkoe gave an update on the six zoning warrant articles that were filed.

48 Auburn Street (Continued from 8-27) – Conversion from single-family dwelling to two-
family dwelling.

This case was continued from 8/27/2020.  Victor Panak described the proposals and the changes 
that were made to address the concerns of the Planning Board.

Architect Thea Massouh showed the revised plans where the stair was moved and redesigned.  
The front elevation is unchanged.

Linda Hamlin asked if a structural engineer has looked at the plans.
[Not yet, but will look at final sizing of the beams.]

Steven Heikin suggested adding a door behind the lattice for trash storage.

James Carr is supportive of the proposal.

The Planning Board voted (4-0) to recommend approval of the site plan by Everett Brooks 
Co., dated 9/12/19, and architectural plans by Thea Massouh, dated 9/2/20, subject to the 
following conditions:
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1. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall electronically submit 
final floor plans and elevations, stamped and signed by a registered architect or 
engineer  and a final site plan, stamped and signed by a registered engineer or land 
surveyor, to the Assistant Director for Regulatory Planning for review and 
approval.

2. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall electronically submit 
to the Building Commissioner for review and approval a) the site plan, floor plans, 
and elevations displaying the approval stamp of the Assistant Director for 
Regulatory Planning; and b) evidence that the Board of Appeals decision has been 
obtained from the Town Clerk’s office by the applicant or their representative and 
recorded at the Registry of Deeds.

22 Russell Street – Demolish existing detached garage and construct new detached garage over 
the same footprint, requiring zoning relief for setbacks.

Victor Panak described the proposal and the required relief.

Mark Zarrillo stated that the proposed structure did not meet the 15’ height requirement for the 
height of the garage.  The plans don’t show exactly what is to be done.

The applicants explained that the existing garage is rusted and old.

Steven Heikin agreed drawings don’t show what will be built.

The contractor, David Scanlon, asked about the height.  [If 15’, would the garage be allowed.]

Linda Hamlin stated that she didn’t like the design.

The Planning Board decided this proposal should come back to the Planning Board with clearer 
plans and the case was continued.

151 & 153 Babcock Street – Construct new two-family dwelling requiring zoning relief for a 
shared driveway.

Victor Panak described the proposal and the required relief.

The Preservation Commission asked for revisions to the design of both 151 & 153 Babcock 
Street.

Attorney Robert Allen gave more detail on the proposal.  Counter-balancing amenities would be
landscaping.

Architect Colin Smith stated it has been before the Preservation Commission (PC) four times and
has now been referred to a subcommittee.  He described some of the changes that were made to 
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address PC’s concerns, the landscaping plan, and how the zoning is met.  The roofs will be solar 
ready and other sustainable measures (possibly heat pumps) would be employed.

The Planning Board felt the design was very well-done.

Mark Zarrillo stated that there was no pedestrian walk to the rear two-family.  He suggested 
demarcating a pathway on the driveway itself by using different paving or installing an edge.

James Carr suggested a dirt driveway with asphalt at entrance to garage.

The Board commended the applicant on producing a very thorough and well-considered design. 
The only suggestion made by the Board was that the applicant mark a portion of the driveway for
pedestrian use so that the residents of 151 Babcock Street have a safe walkable means of access 
to the street.

Therefore, the Planning Board voted (4-0) to recommend approval of both cases, 151 and 
153 Babcock Street, according to the site plan by Neponset Valley Survey Associates Inc., 
dated 5/12/20, and architectural plans by Colin Smith Architecture, dated 5/7/20, subject to
the following conditions:

1. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall electronically submit 
final floor plans and elevations, stamped and signed by a registered architect or 
engineer  and a final site plan, stamped and signed by a registered engineer or land 
surveyor, to the Assistant Director for Regulatory Planning for review and 
approval. Additionally, the architectural plans are subject to review and approval 
by the Preservation Commission.

2. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant/owner shall submit evidence
to the Building Commissioner and Assistant Director for Regulatory Planning that a
plan dividing the lot in a manner consistent with the approved plans (listed above) 
has been approved by the Planning Board and recorded at the Norfolk County 
Registry of Deeds.

3. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant/owner shall submit evidence
to the Building Commissioner and Assistant Director for Regulatory Planning that 
an easement establishing a common driveway has been recorded at the Norfolk 
Registry of Deeds.

4. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall electronically submit 
to the Building Commissioner for review and approval a) the site plan, floor plans, 
and elevations displaying the approval stamp of the Assistant Director for 
Regulatory Planning; and b) evidence that the Board of Appeals decision has been 
obtained from the Town Clerk’s office by the applicant or their representative and 
recorded at the Registry of Deeds.
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The meeting was adjourned.




