School Committee Policy Review Subcommittee
Monday, September 16, 2019
6:00 PM – 7:50 PM
th
4 Floor Conference, Town Hall
Policy Review Subcommittee members present: Michael Glover (Chair), Sharon
Abramowitz, Jennifer Monopoli, and David Pearlman.
School Staff present: Ms. Dunn, Dr. Gittens, and Ms. Coyne.
Others present: Craig Haller and George White (Town Meeting Member Precinct 9).
1) Approval of Minutes
On a motion of Ms. Monopoli and seconded by Mr. Glover, the Policy Review
Subcommittee voted (Mr. Pearlman abstained) to approve the minutes of the June 17,
2019 Policy Review Subcommittee meeting.
2) Discussion of Classification of School Holidays
Ms. Monopoli reported on her initial research on classification of school holidays
(Attachment A), which included input from Director of Educational Equity Kalise
Wornum and local advocates for the Lunar New Year change, gathering relevant policies
from the Massachusetts Association of School Committees and other districts, and review
of Public Schools of Brookline policies, practice, and student demographics
(approximately 20 percent of students identify as Asian). Ms. Normen suggested also
checking whether Lexington has a policy and contacting Tracy Novick at the
Massachusetts Association of School Committees. Members noted that the norm appears
to be to not have a policy that classifies school holidays and suggested looking at whether
the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause (prohibits the government from making any
law “respecting an establishment of religion”) would apply. It was noted that some
districts schedule professional development on Lunar New Year. Some members
suggested that the Subcommittee recommend that the School Committee schedule a vote
on whether to reclassify Lunar New Year (without establishing/changing policy). It was
noted that adding school holidays could be problematic for some families who would
need to find childcare or take time off from work.
The Subcommittee agreed to hold this item until the next Policy Review Subcommittee
meeting on October 7, 2019 to gather more information, including advice from counsel
on the Establishment Clause. The agenda for that meeting will include a possible vote.
3) Discussion of Proposed Changes to the Public Schools of Brookline Student Field
Trip Policy
The Subcommittee reviewed Mr. Glover’s proposed changes to the draft Field Trip
Policy and Dr. Abramowitz’s comments (Attachment B). The Subcommittee discussed
which types of trips should require School Committee approval. Ms. Normen
recommended including all out-of-state trips even if they are day trips. The
Subcommittee discussed the language requiring a description of education alternative for
curriculum-based field trips (for students not participating in the trip), application
deadlines (Ms. Normen recommended that all documents be submitted with the initial
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application for in-state and out-of-state trips), and the need to review procedures, e.g.,
vetting home stay experiences.
The Subcommittee will continue discussion of this policy at the next meeting on October
7, 2019.
4) Discussion of whether the School Committee should hold a Public Hearing and
take a Position on Town Meeting Warrant Articles
The Subcommittee reviewed the 2019 Special Town Meeting Warrant and recommends
that the School Committee hold a public hearing and take a position on the following
Town Meeting Warrant Articles.
4. Appropriation for a four section Driscoll School (Ananian TMM10, et al)
5. Authorization for the disposal and sale of the real property at 15-19 Oak Street.
(Nobrega, TMM4, et al)
9. Resolution pertaining to the establishment of a real estate transfer fee
(MacMillan,TMM4, et al)
12. Authorization to enter into Solar Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) for rooftop
solar photovoltaic installations on certain Town properties. (Select Board)
14. Amend Section 6.04 of the Zoning By-law pertaining to electric vehicle parking.
(Ananian TMM10), et al)
21. Adoption of a new General By-Law prohibiting new fossil fuel infrastructure in
major construction. (Gray TMM10, et al)
25. Adoption of a new General By-law prohibiting the Town from using Face
Surveillance. (Hummel, TMM12)
26. Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Florida Ruffin Ridley School” (School
Committee, et al)
27. Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Ethel Weiss School” (Ruttman)
28. Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Robert I. Sperber School” (Selwyn,
TMM13)
The Subcommittee was ambivalent about whether to include Article 6. Resolution
pertaining to the annual stipends received by members of the Select Board and other
committees. (McClelland TMM11, et al).
5) Discussion of Policy Review Schedule for the 2019-2020 School Year
Mr. Glover would like to complete policies discussed during 2018-2019 (Support
Students who are Transgender and/or Gender Non-conforming, Student Field Trip Policy,
Student Activities Policy, and Categorization of School Holidays) before starting review
of new policies. Members suggested including consideration of policies on kindergarten
recess and parental access to classrooms and schools. Members should send any other
suggestions to Mr. Glover.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.
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[9.16 Draft Brookline Field Trip Policy]
The Public Schools of Brookline (the “PSB”) recognizes that first-hand experiences provided by schoolsponsored trips (“Field Trips”) are an effective and worthwhile means of learning. Therefore, the PSB
encourages Field Trips that are related to the total school program and curriculum, or otherwise provide
meaningful experiences for students. Field Trips shall be organized, planned and approved in
accordance with this policy.
I.

Purpose of Field Trips

All Field Trips shall be designed to supplement the educational program or provide meaningful
enrichment opportunities for students.
II.

Approval

Field Trips shall be organized and approved in accordance with this policy. Each Field Trip must be
approved in advance by the Superintendent and the applicable school leader provided that the
Superintendent and/or the applicable school leader may designate one or more persons to approve
Field Trips on her/his/their behalf. Any such designation may apply to all or a certain subset of Field
Trips as determined by the Superintendent or the applicable school leader.
In addition to the foregoing, all Field Trips involving overnight, out-of-state or international travel must
be approved by the School Committee. Neither the Superintendent nor any school leader (nor any
respective designee thereof) shall approve a Field Trip unless and until the following information
regarding the Field Trip has been provided to the Superintendent, the applicable school leader, or their
respective designee(s), as applicable:















Purpose
Date(s)
Proposed Itinerary
Estimated number of students
Costs per student
Designation of PSB staff leader(s)
Anticipated ratio of chaperones to students
Transportation arrangements
Meal and lodging arrangements
Means of financing/funding
Drafts of contracts associated with the Field Trip
Description of educational alternative (for curriculum-based Field Trips)
Description of process to determine student eligibility
Emergency crisis plan

All requests for the approval of a Field Trip must be submitted in accordance with the following
schedule:
Field Trip Type
In-State Trips

Deadline for Request
[30] days prior to Field Trip

Comment [sa1]: This seems onerous. What is
the description of educational alternative?
What issues have emerged that require
description of process to determine student
eligibility? This does not seem germane to
issues requiring school committee authority.

Out-of-State Trips
International Trips

III.

[60] days prior to Field Trip
[May 15th] of the academic year
preceding the academic year in
which the Field Trip will take
place1

Access

The right of a student to participate in any Field Trip shall not be infringed upon or impaired because of
gender, race, ethnicity, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sexual orientation, sexual identity or
disability. Files for all students participating in a Field Trip shall be reviewed to determine if any
accommodations or modifications are required in order for a student to participate in and have equal
access to such Field Trip.
Any concern about the safety or appropriateness of a disabled student's participation in a field trip will
be referred to the student's liaison (if a special education student) or to the Section 504 Coordinator (if
the student is on a Section 504 plan), whichever may be applicable, for the scheduling of a team
meeting. The team will review the concern, review any other relevant documents, make a team
determination how the student can participate and what, if any, accommodations are necessary for the
student's participation in the field trip.
No student shall be denied participation in a Field Trip [that takes place during the school day (and is not
an overnight trip)] because of financial inability to pay the fee or costs associated with the Field Trip.
School leaders, students and groups may engage in reasonable fundraising efforts to defray the cost of a
Field Trip provided that all such fundraising is conducted in accordance with all PBS policies including,
without limitation, any policy relative to student activity accounts.
No student shall be denied participation in a Field Trip as a consequence or form of punishment for
previous behavior for which he/she/they have been disciplined. A student may only be excluded from a
Field Trip if the date or dates of his/her/their suspension or expulsion from school coincides with the
scheduled date or dates of the Field Trip, or if, in the judgment of the applicable school leader, a
student’s previous or current behavior poses a substantial risk to the health, safety and welfare of the
student, other students and/or staff participating in the Field Trip.
IV.

Non-Participating Students on Curriculum-Based Field Trips

Students who do not participate in curriculum-based Field Trip that takes place during the regularly
scheduled school day shall be provided with alternate instructional activities that have related
academic and intellectual value.
V.

Cancellation/Rescheduling

Approval of all Field Trips shall be conditional. Such approval may be revoked or a Field Trip may be
rescheduled due to an exigency or other circumstances that warrant cancellation or rescheduling of a
Field Trip. The PSB and the Brookline School Committee will not be responsible for any financial
obligations incurred, any monies that are non-refundable or any monies that are otherwise lost due to
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Provided that such requirement may be waived by the Superintendent in her/his/their discretion

Comment [sa2]: Suggest moving this to
October 31 of the calendar year in which the
field trip will take place in order to ensure that
new staff have access to organizing and
participating in out-of-state trip programming.
This is important to ensure that within grade
levels, students have equitable access to
international trips regardless of recency of
employee hire.

Comment [sa3]: By whom or which office?

Comment [sa4]: This language seems highly
discouraging, and conflicts with the spirit of
the first sentence in the II. Access section.
Suggest changing language to “Any issues
regarding” a disabled student’s participation.
See next comment.
Comment [sa5]: Scheduling such meetings
often require several months of advance
scheduling. This framing can put a student, by
default, outside of the window of participation
in in-state and out-of-state trips. Consider
alternative process for making determination.
Comment [sa6]: This seems unfair.

Comment [sa7]: Seems like a pretty big
loophole. What role does guidance, deans,
educators play in this?

Comment [sa8]: I have questions about this,
especially for students who do not participate
in multi-day out-of-state or international field
trips.

the cancellation or rescheduling of a Field Trip, or due to a student’s exclusion from participation and
access to a Field Trip as a result of the student’s suspension or expulsion from school on the date or
dates of the Field Trip.
VI.

Conflicts of Interest

In no event shall PSB staff members or chaperones involved in organizing and/or attending a Field Trip
be compensated, directly or indirectly, from any company, sponsor or others for his or her role in
organizing or attending the Field Trip. However, the Massachusetts Ethics Commission does allow for
the costs of the trip for the staff member/chaperone to be covered, in which case the staff
members(s)/chaperone(s) must file a Disclosure of Financial Interest Form with the School Committee
and the Town Clerk.
Upon the filing of any such Disclosure of Financial Interest Form, the Field Trip may not occur unless and
until the School Committee determines that the benefits of the Field Trip to the students outweigh the
private benefit to the staff member, tour company and/or the chaperones.
PSB staff members are prohibited from soliciting non-school sponsored, privately run trips through the
school system. PSB staff who privately conduct educational tours or trips must clearly state that these
trips are not school-sponsored and that the School Committee and the PSB do not sanction the trip nor
assume any responsibility or liability for the trip.
VII.

Student Conduct

All rules and policies of the Public Schools of Brookline and the applicable school community shall apply
on all Field Trips.
VIII.

Procedures

The Superintendent, or her/his/their designee, shall develop procedures for the review and approval of
Field Trips. The procedures must include provisions that ensure, without limitation, that (i) all students
have parental/guardian permission for Field Trips; (ii) all Field Trips are properly supervised by PSB staff
or qualified chaperones that have undergone adequate background checks, (iii) all safety precautions
are observed, (iv) students participating in Field Trips will have access to adequate transportation,
lodging and meals, and (v) all Field Trips allow for equal access and reasonable accommodations by all
interest students. All such procedures shall comply with this policy, and all applicable state and federal
laws.

NOVEMBER 19, 2019
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
INDEX OF WARRANT ARTICLES
ARTICLE
NUMBER

TITLE

1.

Approval of unpaid bills. (Select Board)

2.

Approval of collective bargaining agreements. (Human Resources)

3.

FY2020 budget amendments. (Select Board)

4.

Appropriation for a four section Driscoll School (Ananian TMM10, et al )

5.

Authorization for the disposal and sale of the real property at 15-19 Oak Street..
(Nobrega, TMM4, et al)

6.

Resolution pertaining to the annual stipends received by members of the Select
Board and other committees. (McClelland TMM11, et al)

7.

Resolution pertaining to the maintenance of pavement markings. (Miller)

8.

Legislation authorizing the Select Board to offer a senior discount program for water
and sewer rates. (Select Board)

9.

Resolution pertaining to the establishment of
(MacMillan,TMM4, et al)

10.

Amend Article 4.9 of the Town’s General By-laws to dissolve the Committee on
Campaigns. (Select Board)

11.

Authorization for the termination and relocation of certain sewer and drainage
easements at Kerrigan Place. (DPW)

12.

Authorization to enter into Solar Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) for rooftop
solar photovoltaic installations on certain Town properties. (Select Board)

13.

Amend Section 4.07 of the Town’s Zoning By-Law to allow Accessory GroundMounted Solar Photovoltaic Installations. (Planning Department, et al)

14.

Amend Section 6.04 of the Zoning By-law pertaining to electric vehicle parking.
(Ananian TMM10), et al)

15.

Amend Section 6.02 of the Zoning By-law to eliminate minimum parking
requirements and establish maximum parking ratios for storefront uses within the
Transit Parking Overlay District (TPOD). (Pehlke, TMM2, et al)
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a real estate transfer fee

16.

Resolution pertaining to E-Scooters and other micro-mobility devices (Warren,
TMM1, et al)

17.

Resolution pertaining to Open-Air Parking Licenses and Electric Vehicle Charging
Outlets. (Ananian, TMM10, et al)

18.

Amend the Town’s Zoning By-laws to change the definition of “lodger” and permit
certain short term lodging. (Gladstone, TMM16, et al)

19.

Amend the Town’s Zoning By-law to allow Accessory Dwelling Units (Blood)

20.

Amend the Town’s Zoning By-law to allow Micro Unit Dwellings in the Coolidge
Corner General Business District. (Zuker)

21.

Adoption of a new General By-Law prohibiting new fossil fuel infrastructure in
major construction. (Gray TMM10, et al)

22.

Amend Article 8.31 of the Town’s General By-laws to prohibit the use of gasoline
powered leaf blowers. (Warner)

23.

Amend Article 8.31 of the Town’s General By-laws to prohibit blowing leaves and
debris onto public property. (Warner)

24.

Amend Article 3.14 of the Town’s General By-laws pertaining to the Commission for
Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations and Citizen Complaints (Conquest,
TMM6)

25.

Adoption of a new General By-law prohibiting the Town from using Face
Surveillance. (Hummel, TMM12)

26.

Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Florida Ruffin Ridley School” (School
Committee, et al)

27.

Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Ethel Weiss School” (Ruttman)

28.

Rename the Coolidge Corner School the “Robert I. Sperber School” (Selwyn,
TMM13)

29.

Resolution pertaining to an Economic-Equity Advancement Fund (O’Neal, TMM4)

30.

Adoption of a new General By-Law pertaining to the establishment of a Brookline
Community Engagement Plan (Brown, TMM1, et al)

31.

Resolution pertaining to the Town’s response to Climate Change. (Milner-Brage
TMM12, et al)

32.

Amend the Town’s General By-laws to replace “Chairman” and “Chairperson” with
“Chair”. (Gordon, TMM1, et al)
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33.

Amend the Town’s General By-laws to replace references to “inhabitants” and
“Citizens”. (Gordon, TMM1)

34.

Amend the Town’s General By-laws regarding eligibility for membership on boards,
commissions and committees. (Gordon, TMM1)

35.

Reports of Town Officers and Committees. (Select Board)
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2019 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT REPORT
The Select Board and Advisory Committee respectfully submit the following report on Articles
in the Warrant to be acted upon at the 2019 Special Town Meeting to be held on Tuesday,
November 19, 2019 at 7:00 pm.

Note: The following pages of this report are numbered consecutively under each article.
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