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STATE PRIMARY ELECTION
Friday, September 2 is the last day
for in‐person early voting.
Election Day is on Tuesday,
September 6, from 7:00am‐8:00pm
Find your precinct and polling
location here.
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/

What do Harvey Parker, Mark Twain, Eleanor Roosevelt,
Charles Dickens, Boston Cream Pie, John F. Kennedy, French
opera, Emeril Lagasse, John Wilkes Booth, Ho Chi Minh, and
Parker House Rolls all have in common? The iconic and
historic Omni Parker House‐the subject of House Historian
Susan Wilson’s fascinating lecture, “A Slice of Boston
History.” Please join us at the Senior Center on Thursday,
September 15 at 1:00pm for this exciting talk.
Susan Wilson is an award‐winning photographer, author,
and public historian who has written and lectured about
Boston history for the past three decades. She is a Scholar at
Brandeis University’s Women’s Studies Research Center and
the oﬃcial House Historian of the Omni Parker House. Her
most recent book about the Parker House, Heaven, By Ho tel
Standards (2019) is available on Amazon (be sure to order the
blue‐covered 2019 edition rather than earlier version), but
Susan will also bring some books with her. Co‐sponsored by
TheKey Senior Care Services. Please register at 617‐730‐2770.
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RED SOX RAFFLE!
The Senior Center was oﬀered
complimentary tickets to the Red
Sox game vs the Baltimore Orioles
on Thursday, September 29 at
1:35pm. Tickets are limited, so please register
at 617‐730‐2770 to be entered into a raﬄe. There
will be two drawings: one for individual tickets
($1) and one for pairs of tickets ($2). The
drawings will take place on September 15 and
winners will be called on September 15.

COVID MASK UPDATE
At the Senior Center, we continue
to follow public health regulations
and we remain on alert for
COVID‐19 variants or an increase in
cases around the Commonwealth. Our current
protocols are subject to change in the future,
but we continue to encourage older residents to
get vaccinated and we encourage the use of
masks in our mask friendly environment.
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 Monday, September 5: Labor

Day Please note that the Senior
Center will be closed.
 Sunday, September 11: Patriot
Day, a day of service and
remembrance
 Sunday, September 25 (sunset)—Tuesday,
September 27 (sunset): Rosh Hashanah, the
Jewish New Year

SEEKING GIFT CART DONATIONS!
The Brookline Senior Center
Gift Cart is seeking donations
of gently used smaller
housewares, jewelry, and
“tchotchkes.”
Please note we cannot accept items with
plugs, clothing, and large items. Please leave
donations in the bins outside the social work
oﬃce on the 2nd floor. Thank you!

NOTIFY ME
DID YOU MISS THE NEWS?
Do you want to receive the
latest news on weather‐related
closures, or changes to the
Senior Center schedule? Sign
up to receive email notifications from the Senior
Center/Council on Aging and never miss a beat!
To be added to our list, please share your
contact information (name, email, and cell
phone number) with Kaila Atkins, our
Communications Specialist.
Notifications can be sent via email and/or
text message, so please indicate if you would
like to receive one or both methods. Kaila can
be reached at katkins@brooklinema.gov or
617‐438‐1790.

AGNES ROGERS
Our legendary and beloved Agnes
passed away peacefully on July 29,
surrounded by her loving family.

Image by Mimi Katz

SEPTEMBER OBSERVANCES

Agnes was in her 103rd year, and a lifelong
Brookline resident. She was a longtime
advocate for tenant’s rights at public housing,
and a champion for older adults. One of her
greatest eﬀorts was fighting for the building of
the Brookline Senior Center. Agnes was
cherished for her political skill, and ability to
read a room and respond with vigor. She will be
fondly remembered for her high heels and
dancing at any opportunity.
Memorial gifts may be made in memory of
Agnes to the Brookline Senior Center, 93
Winchester St., Brookline, MA 02446 or by
visiting www.brooklineseniorcenter.org
We are collecting anecdotes and quotes
about Agnes for a future tribute. Please send to
rdobek@brooklinema.gov
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
IMPROVISATION
GAMES FOR FUN!
Do you watch ʺWhose
Line is it Anywayʺ and
wish you could play
along?
On Monday, September
12 at 1:00pm at the Senior
Center, j oin Dr. Miriam
Diamond for impromptu
acting games in which
everyone is a winner.
No special experience
or talent needed ‐ just a
willingness to jump in
and have a good time.
Please register at
617‐730‐2770.

FALL PAINT PARTY

EASY TRAVEL

On Wednesday, September 21
at 1:00pm at the Senior
Center, j oin Karen Kelley
and create a lovely fall
painting on canvas using a fun
Q‐Tip technique. It’s very
easy, no experience necessary. Please register at
617‐730‐2770.

On Thursday, September 1
at 1:00pm at the Senior
Center, j oin COA Social
Worker Conor McDermott
Welch as he shares his recent
road trip around Ireland from coast to coast,
including highlights such as the Ring of Kerry.
Please register at 617‐730‐2770.
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
THE RETRO POLATIN DUO
CONCERT

AUGUST MOON

On Wednesday,
September 7 at
1:00pm at the Senior
Center, The Retro
Polatin Duo will be
back for another
wonderful concert!
The Retro Polatin Duo is an exciting 50’s and
60’s duo that specializes in playing Classic Pop
Hits and Vintage Rock and Roll from the
Golden Era of music.
Please register at 617‐730‐2770.

On Wednesday, September 7
at 12:30pm at the Senior
Center, we will celebrate the
Mid‐Autumn Festival (Moon
Festival) with a small
get‐together. Join Guotong
Man, our new Outreach
Worker from Greater Boston
Chinese Golden Age Center, to sample moon
cake in the coﬀee lounge and to learn about this
special festival.
Afterwards, join us upstairs at 1:00pm for
The Retro Polatin concert. To register, call
617‐730‐2770.

BILLY CRYSTAL INTERACTIVE
PROGRAM

DOWN MEMORY LANE

On Thursday,
September 8 at
1:00pm at the
Senior Center,
join us as DGB
Productions
presents an interactive program on Billy
Crystal.
Billy Crystal is NOT just a comedian. He is
also an American actor, writer, producer,
director and television host. He gained
prominence in the 1970s and 1980s as a cast
member of Saturd ay Night Live and in 2014, he
became a Hollywood film star, acting opposite
Meg Ryan in When Harry Met Sally.
Through film clips we will learn about
Billy’s artistic process: how he creates his
characters and how he and Rob Reiner
choreographed the famous restaurant scene in
When Harry Met Sally. We will also learn how
inspirational Billy’s family was in influencing
his career as chronicled in the Emmy Award
winning 700 Sund ays, Billy’s one man
show. Please register at 617‐730‐2770.

Join us at the Senior
Center on Thursdays in
September at 10:30am
(starting September 8)
for this interesting
discussion group!
Down Memory Lane is a reminiscence
program designed to re‐capture life experiences
that are in our minds but that we have never
had the opportunity to share with like minded
people.
Ruth Blackman, a specialist in the field of
gerontology for 40 years, will lead this group
with the knowledge that many seniors donʹt
have the right vehicle to comfortably talk about
their lives.
As we grow older, our ability to forge new
friendships can diminish along with the loss of
existing cohorts. This group promotes
socialization, impacts wisdom through sharing,
supports validation of personal life stories,
creates meaningful and enjoyable interactions,
promotes communication and creativity, and
gives the opportunity to form new friendships.
Please register at 617‐730‐2770.
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
LOUD, NAKED, & IN THREE
COLORS: THE HISTORY OF
TATTOOING IN BOSTON
Join us at the Senior Center on
Thursday, September 29 at
1:00pm as Karla Rosenstein, Site
Manager of the Eustis Estate
through Historic New England,
explores an art form that was once
banned in Boston, but today is
seen as a creative mode of self‐expression.
Loud, Naked, & in Three Colors: the
History of Tattooing in Boston, currently on view at
the Eustis Estate, explores this phenomenon
through a stunning selection of flash art,
photography, and advertisements that paint a
rich picture of this unique period in the history
of tattooing. The exhibition traces the
popularization of tattooing in Boston through
the stories and memorabilia of the city’s leading
tattoo pioneers. The exhibition also features the
work of Frank Howard and the Liberty family
who dominated Boston’s tattoo scene from their
shops in Scollay Square.
Their stories reveal the complex and
nonconformist tattoo culture and the people,
businesses, and communities surrounding the
tattoo trade. Karla will also share information
about the Eustis Estate Museum, a marvel of the
Aesthetic Movement. Please register at
617‐730‐2770.

CRAFTING WITH KRISTINE
On Thursday, September 22
at 1:15pm at the Senior
Center, j oin Program
Assistant Kristine Farley for
a casual crafting time with
materials included. Please
register at 617‐730‐2770.

6

SCAN AND MAKE A PLAN!
PART 2
The Brookline Oﬃce of Emergency
Management is coming to the Senior
Center on Thursday, September 15
at 1:00pm for the second part of our
“Scan and Make a Plan!” program.
Organizing and safeguarding your vital
documents will give you peace of mind and will
ensure you have access to essential medical and
prescription information and help you avoid
additional stress.
Our program oﬀers scanning of vital
documents on a free USB key. Our scanners
have no internal memory and are not connected
to the computer or the internet. The documents
scanned go directly to the key which will be
handed over to the resident. We also provide
easy to follow instructions on how to password
protect the key. We highly recommend that the
key be put in a safe place and not with the
papers that were just scanned.
PLEASE NOTE: Anybody can come to Part
2, even if they didn’t attend Part 1 last month.
Please register at 617‐730‐2770.

COUNCIL ON AGING MEETING
The September Council on Aging hybrid
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
September 14 at 1:00pm via Zoom and at the
Senior Center.
Brookline Director of Public Health and
Human Services, Sigalle Reiss, MPH, RS/REHS,
will be our guest speaker. This will be an
opportunity for Sigalle to introduce herself,
outline the Health Departmentʹs goals and
objectives for FY23, and update the public on
COVID‐19. The Zoom link/ meeting info is:
https://brooklinema.zoomgov.com/j/1605544761
Meeting ID: 160 554 4761
To join by phone, dial (toll call) 1 646 828
7666 and enter the Meeting ID.

SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER IS SENIOR CENTER
MONTH! WE’RE STRENGTHENING
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Senior Center Month is a time
to shine a light on senior
centers, showing the entire
nation how vital they are to the
health and well‐being of a
community. Senior centers provide countless
hours of support and encouragement to older
adults, and have become integral to health care
delivery in our communities by providing
COVID‐19 guidance, vaccine education, and
vaccinations to their participants. And theyʹve
played a role in addressing an issue that we all
knew was important even before the pandemic:
social isolation.
Senior centers have evolved since their
beginning in the 1940s, through their inclusion
in the Older Americans Act in 1973, and up to
today. But the mission has remained: to be the
local, trusted place in the community that
connects people to the programs, services, and
opportunities they need to age well.
Taken from: https://www.ncoa.org/page/national
‐senior‐center‐month

GRIEVING FORWARD
Grief requires witnesses. On Wednesdays
starting September 7 (not meeting 10/5) at
1:30pm at the Senior Center, Hadassah
Margolis, LICSW, will facilitate a 6‐week
bereavement support group. Share your
experiences with the grief process and give and
receive feedback from peers also impacted by
loss. Discussions may focus on how to cope
with the pain and/or shock of loss while being
expected to proceed with one’s “normal” life.
Participants are also invited to share stories
about the person they have lost in the service of
continuing to honor them. Please register at
617‐730‐2770.

RHUMBA! SAMBA! TANGO!
MAMBO!

On Wednesday, September 28 at 1:00pm at
the Senior Center, John Clark and his Great
American Music Experience presents this
music education program in celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month. It includes dance
hits and movie clips from the thirties and forties
from Xavier Cugat, Carmen Miranda, and Desi
Arnaz, as well as Latin jazz, folk, and even rock
& roll from the fifties and sixties. The history of
the influence of Latin American music on
American popular music from the 1920s
through the 1960s comes mostly from South
American and Cuban dance music. Don’t forget
your dancing shoes for this fun, lively, and
upbeat program! Please register at 617‐730‐2770.

BROOKLINE INTERACTIVE GROUP
CLASSES
On Thursdays, beginning September 8, at
11am at the Senior Center, Brookline
Interactive Group will be oﬀering a series of
classes:
‐Your Phone is a Camera
‐From Print to Cloud
‐From Decade‐Old Device/DVD to Cloud
‐Digital Scrapbooking
‐Sharing and Social Media
A Smartphone is required to attend. Classes
are $10 each (payment given at registration) and
participants can attend as little or as many as
possible. However, space is limited, so please
register at 617‐730‐2770. For more information
about each class, please contact Jamie at
617‐730‐2770 or jjensen@brooklinema.gov
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON FILM SERIES
Come to the Senior Center on Tuesdays in September at 1:00pm for a fine feature film.
Tuesday, September 6
March of the Penguins (2005)
1 hr. 20 min.
At the end of each Antarctic
summer, the emperor penguins
of the South Pole journey to
their traditional breeding
grounds in a fascinating mating
ritual that is captured in this documentary by
intrepid filmmaker Luc Jacquet.
Taken from https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0428803/
Tuesday, September 13
The Electric Horseman (1979)
2 hrs. 1 min.
A rodeo star past his prime
steals his companyʹs horse and
rides into the desert, with a
feisty reporter accompanying
him.

WEDNESDAY MOVIE LOVERS
Watch a movie at home one
week and then join a discussion
on the following week (currently
via Zoom).
Bonnie Lass, the group facilitator, will email
the name of a movie to the group from the free
streamed movies on Kanopy, a service hosted
by the Brookline Public Library. You can access
the movie on your computer and watch at your
convenience.
On the following Wednesday, the group will
meet for a lively discussion about the movie
Note: new time at 3:00pm. Please contact
Bonnie at bonniewlass@gmail.com or
617‐734‐9702 to get Zoom link and with
questions, schedule, and requests to be included
in the fun.

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES

Taken from https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0079100
Tuesday, September 20
Swan Song (2021)
1hr. 45 min.
A formerly flamboyant
hairdresser takes a long walk
across a small town to style a
dead womanʹs hair.
Taken from https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10832274/
Tuesday, September 27
Tommy (1975)
1hr. 51 min.
A psychosomatically blind,
deaf, and mute boy becomes a
master pinball player and,
subsequently, the figurehead of
a cult.
Taken from https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0073812/
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A limited number of assistive hearing
devices and disposable earplugs are available
for any programs held in Room 304. Please
request from staﬀ at arrival.
Please note: Some programs may be
available via Zoom. Requests for programs to
be virtual/recorded are dependent on presenter
permissions and barring any technical
diﬃculties. Please email requests to Jamie at
least two business days before a program at
jjensen@brooklinema.gov

LETS GO OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH
On Wednesday, September 28 at
11:30am, the Letʹs Go Out to Lunch
Bunch will be going to Phu‐Ket Thai
Restaurant in West Roxbury.
Registration is limited, so please call
617‐730‐2770.

FITNESS
JOIN THE FITNESS CENTER!
If you are interested in joining
the Fitness Center, please contact
Coordinator Courtney Johnston
at cjohnston@brooklinema.gov
or 617‐730‐2106.

EXERCISES FOR HEALTH AND
REJUVENATION
If you are missing the Tuesday afternoon
“Exercises for Health and Rejuvenation” with
Mei Chu, we have good news! The video that
Mei uses to lead the exercise class is available
online here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vjXy8peF4qU

STRETCH CLASS
Join us for this low level, sit or stand
based stretch class with Kalpana
Row. For more information, please
contact Courtney Johnston at
cjohnston@brooklinema.gov or
617‐730‐2106.

KARATE FOR SENIORS
Join Noah Lucia from Boston Budo
at the Senior Center on Fridays
from 12:30‐1:15pm. This system of
self‐defense develops total body
awareness, control and confidence,
formatted with seniors in mind.
Class techniques and concepts focus on
thoughtful movement, stances, balance, blocks,
kata, strikes and other techniques, as well as
having a cultural experience. Sponsored
through donations at Sanctuary Medicinals. For
questions, please contact Jamie at 617‐730‐2753
or jjensen@brooklinema.gov

EXERCISE CLASSES WITH SHARON
DEVINE IN THE FITNESS CENTER
Tuesdays & Thursdays
11:00am‐12pm Exercises for
Aching Joints
1:00‐1:45pm Building Balance
Skills
Wednesdays
1:00‐1:45pm Chair Yoga
All classes include some activities for flexibility,
strengthening, stretching, and balance. Space is
limited, so register at 617‐730‐2770.

A TASTE OF QIGONG
Join us at the Senior Center for
Qigong with Dale Butler on
Tuesdays starting on September
20 at 10:30am. Qigong (ʺchee‐
gungʺ) is the practice of cultivating
mental and physical balance through the
coordination of breath, movement and
awareness. Simpler than taiji (which combines
aspects of qigong and Chinese kung fu), Qigong
can be practiced throughout oneʹs entire life to
promote overall health and well‐being. For
questions, please contact Jamie at 617‐730‐2753.

BROOKLINE ADULT &
COMMUNITUY EDUCATION
CLASSES AT THE SENIOR CENTER:
FALL 2022
Lectures: Benny Goodman, Florence Price
Poetry as Presence
Gentle Yoga
Acrylic Painting, Watercolor
Please register at 617‐730‐2700 or
https://brooklineadulted.org/
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BROOKLINE HEARING SERVICES
The staﬀ from Brookline Hearing
Services will be coming to the Senior
Center on Thursday, September 15
from 1:30‐2:30pm. They will provide
hearing aid cleanings, maintenance and
patient counseling at no charge. They will also
be selling all sizes of hearing aid batteries for $5
per pack. All services will be provided on a first
come, first served basis.

LOW VISION SUPPORT GROUP
On the 3rd Wednesday of each
month, the Low Vision
Support Group through MAB
Community Services has conference telephone
calls. They provide practical and emotional
support and information on low vision
resources. For how to call‐in, please call Laurie
Werle at 617‐926‐4268.

PODIATRY CLINIC
Routine foot care (nail trim, callous
trim) with Dr. John McLoughlin, is
available at the Senior Center. Cost
is $40.00. To inquire about
appointments, please call
617‐730‐2777.

BROOKLINE SENIOR CENTER
ONLINE MINDFULNESS PRACTICE
The Brookline Senior Center
oﬀers weekly online
mindfulness practice sessions.
You are invited to join a video
call from your computer or by
phone any Wednesday or Friday from
10:00‐10:30am to practice mindfulness with
members of your community. No previous
experience is needed. Sessions are facilitated by
Michael Allen, LICSW.
Mindfulness helps with relaxation and
bolsters attention and insight, all of which are
needed now more than ever! To join by video
go to: https://brooklinema.zoomgov.com/
j/1617380928
Please contact Michael at 617‐730‐2754 or
mallen@brooklinema.gov with any questions.

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
AT THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
On the first Wednesday of each
month (this month September 7)
from 2:00‐3:00pm the Brookline
Health Department will be
checking blood pressures at 11 Pierce Street.
When you arrive, please ring the doorbell for
the public health nurse. For more information,
please call 617‐730‐2320.

Who knew there could be so much heart in health care?
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ASK A GERIATRICIAN
Dr. Suzanne Salamon, Chief Associate of Clinical Geriatrics at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center, answers your general questions about aging and geriatric medicine in this column every
month. Editor’s note: If yo u have questio ns, e‐mail them to me at mdeery@brooklinema.gov or call
617‐730‐2790. I will make sure that Dr. Salamon gets the questions and answers them in the Newsletter.
QUESTION: I am very afraid of falling and breaking a bone. Is there anything I can do to prevent
this, or at least lower my risk?
ANSWER: Fear of falling is very common, and for good reason! Falling in older people is quite
common and can significantly change how we live our lives. My own mother lived independently
in Florida until age 97 when she jumped up from the couch to answer the doorbell and the covering
of the couch arm slipped oﬀ while she was holding onto it to push herself up. She fractured (broke)
her pelvis. She made a good recovery, but she now uses a walker and has moved up north, closer to
family.
Falling is often caused by a combination of factors. To prevent falling, it is important to look at
the many risk factors that can increase the chance of falling and try to avoid or correct as many as
possible. Here is a list of some of these risk factors and how to prevent or reverse them:
MUSCLES: Muscle strength tends to get weaker as we get older. Weakness in legs can lead to
falling and weakness in arms can prevent us from holding on as we are falling or getting up after we
fall. Strengthening leg and arm muscles is extremely important. Walking every day, doing leg lifts
(even in bed!) and lifting arm weights at least 3 times/week can help build up those muscles.
BONES: The weaker the bones are, the more likely they will break when we fall. People who fall
and break a bone are at high risk for breaking a second bone. A bone density scan can determine if
you have osteoporosis, which is a weakening of the bones. There are many medicines which can
increase your bone strength. People are often reluctant to take these medicines because of fear of
side eﬀects, but these side eﬀects are far less than the risk of breaking another bone.
SENSORY DEFICITS: People with poor vision and decreased hearing fall more often. Cataract
surgery and hearing aids, if needed, can reduce this risk.
BLOOD PRESSURE: As we get older, blood pressure can often drop suddenly when we stand up,
which can lead to dizziness and falling. Rather than jumping up out of bed or from the breakfast
table, get up slowly and wait a few seconds before walking. Also, especially in hot weather, blood
pressures may be lower because of not drinking enough fluid, so hydration is important.
MEDICATIONS: There are many medicines which can lead to falls. If you are taking more than 1
blood pressure or heart medicine, talk with your health care provider about separating them so you
take one in the morning and the other in the evening, so your blood pressure doesn’t suddenly drop
after taking them all at the same time. Sleeping pills can also raise the risk.
FOOTWEAR: My mother was wearing only socks when she had her second fall (which I had
warned her about on many occasions!). Socks and going barefoot are associated with more falls.
Sneakers or shoes with rubber soles with very low heels are the best. Even if you are just making a
quick trip to the bathroom, have a pair of slip‐on shoes with non‐skid soles and backs on the shoes
by your bedside and put them on before you go. Slippers with smooth bottoms are dangerous.
ASSISTIVE DEVICES: Many people don’t want to use a cane or walker because of fear of looking
old. But they can be very helpful, not only in preventing a fall, but also you might walk faster and
get better exercise when you use one.
continued on p. 14
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TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS
BROOKLINE TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAM WITH LYFT

CHECK YOUR CHARLIECARD,
LICENSE/ID AND PASSPORT!

This program oﬀers 4 subsidized
rides per month on Lyft to older
adults in Brookline. The program
is currently limited to income
eligible seniors, aged 60 and over (individual
$78,300 maximum; couple $89,500 maximum).
Lyft is a ridesharing transportation company
that oﬀers curb‐to‐curb service nationwide. The
Brookline Program will oﬀer four discounted
rides per month of up to $10 per ride. The
passenger will pay the first $2; the coupon will
pay up to the next $10. The coupon will
automatically download each month into the
Lyft app on your smartphone. This option will
be available 24/7 without any restrictions on
miles or pick up location.

We wanted to remind everyone to
make a plan to renew ID cards and
passports. We realize that the
pandemic interrupted many
routine activities, but keeping your
identification documents up‐to‐date and in a
safe place is very important.
Social Security, public notaries, and other
organizations often require an unexpired form
of identification in order to conduct business
with you.
If you have questions about the process of
renewing your state identification, CharlieCard
or passport, please reach out to Maria at
(617)730‐2644.

BROOKLINE TRANSPORTATION
PROGRAM WITH GOGO
This program oﬀers 4 subsidized
rides per month with GoGo, a
national company that provides
dispatch service for Uber/Lyft
vehicles in our area from your landline or “flip”
phone. The program is currently limited to
income eligible seniors, aged 60 and over
(individual $78,300 maximum: couple $89,500
maximum). The Brookline Program will oﬀer
four discounted rides per month of up to $10
per ride. The passenger will pay the first $2; the
coupon will pay up to the next $10. This option
will be available 24/7 but is limited to trips
within Brookline and to select medical facilities.
For more information on either of the
above programs, contact Maria Foster,
Transportation Coordinator for the Council on
Aging at mfoster@brooklinema.gov or
617‐730‐2644.
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DO YOU NEED A SENIOR
CHARLIE CARD?
Apply for a Senior
Charlie Card with
us! Volunteers from the
TRIPPS Program at the
Senior Center will be on
hand in August to help process new and
renewal Senior Charlie Cards with the MBTA
online application form.
Senior Charlie Cards oﬀer a 50% discount on
the subway, bus and Commuter Rail.
Assistance with applying/renewing is
available by appointment at the Senior Center
on Wednesday, September 28, 10:00‐10:45am.
Please call 617‐730‐2644 to schedule an
appointment.
For more information about applying online
https://www.mbta.com/fares/reduced/senior‐
charliecard

TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS
MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
The Brookline Senior Center is
working with Modern Ride (a local
taxi cab company) to continue to
provide FREE non‐emergency
medical transportation services to older
Brookline residents. Transportation requests to
medical appointments should be left on
617‐879‐4878, our medical transportation phone
line, at least 3—30 business days in advance.
Please leave your name and phone number
with detailed appointment information. Your
request will be confirmed within 24 hours.
This service is curb‐to‐curb and available for
rides within the Town of Brookline and to select
medical facilities (including the Longwood
Medical Area, Harvard Vanguard‐Kenmore,
Mass General, Mass Eye & Ear, Faulkner
Hospital, Boston Medical Center, the VA
Hospital, and St. Elizabeth’s). Hours are
Monday‐Friday from 9:00am‐5:00pm.
Note: Medical transportation is not available
on days when the Senior Center is closed.
This service provides both shared and
individual rides.

TRUSTED TRANSPORTATION
PARTNER (TTP)
The Council on Aging receives an
ITNAmerica ʺTrusted
Transportation Partnerʺ grant, with
support from Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals. Through this grant, the COAʹs
HELP program provides free transportation for
Brookline residents to scheduled eye care
appointments in the Greater Boston area.
To access, please contact the HELP line at
617‐730‐2752 AT LEAST 1 BUSINESS WEEK
before your scheduled appointment, as a home
visit to sign up for the HELP program is
required to access this sub‐program.

NEED A RIDE TO THE
SENIOR CENTER?
If you need a ride to the Senior
Center, please call the Senior Center
Van Reservation Line at
617‐730‐2750 at least one business
day in advance. Donations are
welcome to help oﬀset the cost of gas. We
appreciate your support!
Please note: The Senior Center uses a variety of
transportation systems to get residents to and
from the Senior Center.

PASSIONATE ABOUT
TRANSPORTATION ISSUES?
BECOME A TRIPPS VOLUNTEER!
TRIPPS Volunteers help guide the
programming for the TRIPPS program at the
Brookline Senior Center, including developing
educational programs that focus on
transportation resources. In addition, they help
research and document information on local
transportation options for non‐drivers. This
information is compiled into a Transportation
Resource Guide, available both online and in
print.
Volunteers can also help older adults decide
which transportation options to use when
they’re unable or choose not to drive and can
oﬀer personalized support as seniors learn to
use these new ways of getting around.
Volunteers might accompany older adults on
their first few trips on the T, on The RIDE, or
with a ridesharing service. Volunteers also help
older residents access Senior Charlie Cards and
gain confidence in using the MBTA. Volunteers
who are comfortable with technology (i.e., the
Web and/or smartphones) are encouraged to
participate. For more information, contact
Maria Foster at mfoster@brooklinema.gov or
617‐730‐2644.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
“Aging is not ‘lost youth’ but a new stage of opportunity and strength.” –Betty Friedan
At the end of August, I celebrated my 39th year at the Council on Aging. I have devoted my
career to passionately advocating for older adults and their needs. The COVID‐19 pandemic era has
put a spotlight on how vulnerable and in need of programs and services our older adults are. The
pandemic era has instilled a fierce fight for the vulnerable in our community. I now worry more
about sustainable funding. I now worry more about ageism in our society. I now worry more about
the isolated and economically disadvantaged. I know that many of you share my concerns and are
eager to work together. I appreciate the community’s eﬀort in making Brookline a great place to
grow old.
Agnes Rogers was a beloved member of the Council on Aging. She was a mentor and role model
for me. When I began at the Council on Aging in 1983, Agnes was a young older adult passionate
about public housing, tenant’s rights, and issues facing older adults. I will always remember her
speech at Town Meeting when she declared, “Chelsea has a senior center. Revere has a senior
center. Do not make me apologize for growing old and wanting a senior center!” I am collecting
pictures, anecdotes, and quotes about Agnes for a future tribute. Please send yours to
rdobek@brooklinema.gov. A thank you to all who have donated in her memory.
September is National Senior Center Month, and this year’s theme is “Strengthening Community
Connections.” Brookline Senior Center is a community hub where older adults find friendship,
meaning, and purpose. Senior Center Month emphasizes the tremendous potential senior centers
deliver in their communities, including programming that empowers older adults to holistically age
well and strengthens mind, body, spirit, and community connections. September is a great time to
visit our Senior Center and explore our oﬀerings.
I want to give you an update on our expanded section, Around Town, in the monthly News &
Events—check it out this month on pages 20‐24. We are responding to so many of our community
who were dismayed that the BrooklineTAB is no longer available in print. This month we are
pleased to bring to our reader’s real estate transactions, an interview with outgoing Town
Administrator Mel Kleckner, an article from the Chamber of Commerce, and the popular From
Town Hallways. We continue to seek feedback on this new section, so send your comments and
ideas to rdobek@brooklinema.gov or 617‐730‐2756.
September is a great time of year; the weather is glorious and the trees begin to wear their
beautiful fall colors. I know that I am going to take advantage of the beautiful days when I am still
able to walk in comfort outdoors and the autumn oﬀerings at the Farmer’s Market. Enjoy the month.

Ruthann Dobek, LICSW
Director

ASK A GERIATRICIAN‐FALLS
(cont. from page 11) IF YOU FALL: If you live alone, wearing an alert bracelet or necklace ALL THE
TIME makes it easier if you fall and need to push the button for help. Often people are too far away
from the phone to make a call. So don’t let fear of falling keep you from doing your walking and
exercising which will help you stay upright!
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GALLERY 93
City and Sea Paintings

By
Gema
Phillips

Reception
with the
Artist

September
8
through
November
28

September
29
from
4:00‐6:00
pm

Seascape 1 oil, 30x40 Cityscape 1 oil 11x14
SEEKING DONATIONS FOR RAINY
DAY FLOWER FUND!
The Senior Center and all of our
participants have been fortunate
to benefit from the beauty of
weekly flower donations from our
community partner Trader Joeʹs
that our volunteers so nicely arrange for us.
Occasionally Trader Joeʹs does not have
enough flower donations for us, so we are
collecting donations for our Rainy Day Flower
Fund for supplemental flower purchasing.
When staﬀ were working in the closed
building during the pandemic and in times of
low flower donations, things looked quite bare,
so please help us in continuing to provide the
quality of décor we all so admire! Donations
can be made in‐person or via mail to the
Brookline Senior Center with memo of Rainy
Day Flower Fund. Thank you!

VOTER REGISTRATION EVENTS
FOR UPCOMING ELECTIONS
The non‐partisan League encourages
citizens to register to vote or update their voter
record if they have moved recently. The League
will be hosting a Voter Registration and
Education Drive Monday, September 19 at the
Senior Center. To register to vote or to learn
more about opportunities to better engage with
local government, join us from 10:00am‐2:00pm.
Additional voter registration and education
events will be held at Brookline Day (September
18 from 11:00am‐3:00pm) and on National Voter
Registration Day (September 20).
Brookline’s Town Clerk provides voter
information at:
https://www.brooklinema.gov/138/election
15

FOOD RESOURCES
FOOD COMMODITY

Need Groceries?
The Brookline Food Pantry is open to
Brookline residents who are in need of food
assistance. To qualify for emergency food
assistance, individuals must be a Brookline
resident and meet financial and food insecurity
guidelines such as (but not limited to) receiving
services from Masshealth, SNAP, RAFT, and
SSI. If unsure of whether you qualify, please call
Elizabeth Boen, Director, at 617‐800‐5339.
If you do not live in Brookline, the Greater
Boston Food Bank can help you find a pantry in
your area. Contact them at 617‐427‐0146 or visit:
https://www.gbfb.org/
Clients are permitted to shop at one of our
pantry locations once a week and you must
have a valid ID to shop. Please note: Masks are
required at all pantry locations.
210 Harvard Street, United Parish
Wednesday: 2 PM ‐ 5 PM
55A Egmont Street, Community Room
Thursday: 3 PM ‐ 7 PM
Saturday: 10 AM ‐ 1 PM
226 High Street, Community Room
Tuesday: 3 PM ‐ 7 PM

We conduct our Food Commodity program
outside the Senior Center. Our next
distribution is on Wednesday, September 21
from 9:00‐11:00am. Registered participants are
assigned a pick up time.
If you are a low income senior, aged 60 or
older, and you would like to participate in this
program to receive 35 pounds of shelf stable
food on the third Wednesday of each month,
please contact Jamie Jensen at 617‐730‐2753 or
jjensen@brooklinema.gov

EARN MORE SNAP DOLLARS WITH
THE HEALTHY INCENTIVES
PROGRAM!
Spend your SNAP dollars on
farm‐fresh fruits and vegetables
at participating Healthy
Incentives Program (HIP)
retailers and have the amount of your purchase
instantly added back to your EBT card! Includes
farmerʹs markets, farm stands, mobile markets,
and CSA farm shares. Your receipt will show
the amount of additional SNAP dollars youʹve
earned so you can spend your earned benefits
anywhere that accepts SNAP.
Visit www.mass.gov/hip for a directory,
call Project Breadʹs FoodSource Hotline at
1‐800‐645‐8333, or look for the HIP logo.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM
The Brookline Food Pantry has now relocated its main operations to United Parish (210 Harvard
Street). The Senior Center is working in collaboration with the Food Pantry to ensure that all of our
Food Distribution customers will be able to access the Pantry going forward.
For more information on the Food Pantry and other food resources, please call the Senior Center
at 617‐730‐2777.
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H.E.L.P. WANTED!
The Brookline Home and
Escort Linkage Program
(H.E.L.P.) is hiring!
H.E.L.P. workers assist
Brookline seniors with tasks such as grocery
shopping, medical escort services, light
housekeeping/laundry, and meal preparation.
The H.E.L.P. Program is a vital service in
our community and a great source of extra
income for individuals who have flexible
schedules. To learn more or to apply, please
call the H.E.L.P. line: 617‐730‐2752.

BROOKLINE DAY
Brookline Day returns
on Sunday, September
18 from 11:00am‐
3:00pm in a new
location—Coolidge
Corner! Be sure to stop
by the Council on Aging and BrooklineCAN
information tables that day to say hello! For the
most up‐to‐date information, please vis‐
it Brookline Recreation’s website: https://
www.brooklinerec.com/259/Brookline‐Day

SUGGESTED BEQUEST
LANGUAGE FOR GIVING
“I give $___ (or percent of my estate or
percent of the remainder of my estate) to
Brookline Multi‐Service Senior Center Corp
(EIN 04‐2719972), a Massachusetts non‐profit
corporation located at 93 Winchester St,
Brookline, MA 02446 to be used for general
purposes.”
Please consult your lawyer or financial
advisor.

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT
So many of you have responded generously
with gifts in memory of our beloved Agnes
Rogers.
When I was a young mother in the ’70s and
’80s, I served with Agnes on the Human
Relations Youth Resources Commission. Agnes
became a mentor and a friend, as she
encouraged me to speak up and be a champion
and a leader for important social causes. Later,
we worked together successfully to create a
movement to bring a senior center to our town.
I can still picture Agnes walking briskly
through town in her high heels, never missing
the opportunity to speak out and champion her
causes at numerous community meetings. She
served proudly on the Senior Center Board of
Directors for many years. Eventually, she did
accept rides home from me, and we made use of
that time reviewing the issues of the day and
strategizing how to promote support for older
adults. Agnes taught me so much, and I will
miss her!
It is so gratifying to know that you and so
many others care about our vulnerable older
adults. As an essential organization, the
demands on our services have increased. Your
support inspires us, even as we work harder
than usual to resolve crises and provide critical
services.
Thank you! Stay safe! And let us know if we
can be of help to you or anyone you know.
Warm regards,
Betsy Pollock, LICSW
President
P.S. If you haven’t already, please consider a
donation to our nonprofit. You can donate by
sending a check to 93 Winchester Street,
Brookline, MA 02446, or by going to
brooklineseniorcenter.org and clicking on the
DONATE button. All donations are tax‐
deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE
VIBRANT ACCESS TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAM
The Massachusetts Association for the Blind
and Visually Impaired (MABVI) is proud to
oﬀer the VIBRANT Assistive Technology
program in partnership with the Centers on
Aging and the Brookline Senior Center.
VIBRANT is assistive technology guidance that
empowers you. If you are losing your vision,
we provide applied instruction on current
technologies to help you accomplish your
everyday goals. This specialized assistive
technology training can help with reading,
walking, personal finance, and more. Anyone
with low vision or blindness is welcome, as well
as those interested in how we are serving the
spectrum of vision loss.
PLEASE NOTE: After September 9,
in‐person lessons at the Senior Center will be on
hold as Rachel Castle, Access Technology
Coordinator, will be moving out of state to a
new position. We wish her the best! Until her
position is filled, please contact Jerry Feliz at
857‐443‐6636 or ATCenter@mabcommunity.org
for more information about the program and
remote training options.

COMPUTER LAB UPDATE
The Computer Lab is open for public use.
Please check the schedule in the lobby for all
open computer lab times.

ONE‐ON‐ONE COMPUTER
ASSISTANCE AT THE
BROOKLINE SENIOR CENTER
Are you computer phobic or just
need some tech assistance? Have
you tried a computer class but are
still frustrated with using
technology? Do you have questions about
setting up email, using your laptop, tablet,
smart phone, or navigating the internet? We
have a variety of assistance options for you!
Dan Siagel, one of our computer volunteers,
is available at the Senior Center on Mondays
from 11:00am‐1:00pm to help people with the
basics to the more complex operations of their
smartphones, laptops and tablets, including
Apple Windows or Android operating systems.
Appointments are required. To schedule an
appointment, please call 617‐730‐2777.
Alan Shepro, a retired career IT customer
service specialist, will be temporarily
unavailable, but we look forward to welcoming
him back soon.

BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL
TECH‐ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Our Brookline High School
Tech‐Assistance students will be
happy to assist you with basic
features on your smart phone,
tablet, or laptop. Please call 617‐730‐2770 to
schedule an appointment.

TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE & GROUP CLASS
Alex Krieger provides individual technology assistance on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays
from 11:00am to 12:00pm at the Senior Center. Areas of assistance include: the Tech Buddies
program, the 3G transition, phones, tablets, computers, and more. Alex is hosting a technology
class at the Senior Center on Fridays at 12pm (start date TBD) for beginner/intermediate skill
level on topics including email and file creation/editing/sharing. Topic suggestions welcome for
additional classes. To make an appointment or to register for class, please contact Alex at
617‐383‐7525 or akrieger@brooklinema.gov
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LUNCH
SPRINGWELL LUNCH PROGRAM
We are excited to share that a COLD MEAL
menu option has been added for DINE IN
only. For more information on the cold
options, please pick up a menu at the Senior
Center or check online
https://www.brooklinema.gov/2296/Springwell‐
Lunch‐Program

Springwell lunch program participants have
the option to take their “grab and go” lunch
home with them OR to have their “grab and go”
meal warmed up in the kitchen so they can eat
lunch with others in our dining room.
PLEASE NOTE: We need to know one
business day in advance before 11:00am which
option you prefer. Due to the preparation
involved, you will NOT be able to change your
decision on the day of your lunch reservation.
If you are calling in your lunch reservation,
please leave your name, telephone number and
state whether you plan to take your meal home
or whether you plan to dine in that day.
If you are filling out a monthly menu, please
check the box marked “GG” if you are going to
take your meal home or “DR” if you are
planning to eat in the dining room that day.
You DO NOT have to choose one option or
the other for the entire month. You can choose
to eat at home one day and in the dining room
another day, but you DO have to notify us of
your choice one business day in advance before
10:30am.
You can make your reservation by calling
617‐730‐2747 or you can pick up a monthly
menu at the Senior Center.
Suggested donation is $2.00 per meal.
NOTE: Copies of the full printed menu can be
picked up at the Senior Center or be viewed
on our website.
https://www.brooklinema.gov/2296/Springwell‐
Lunch‐Program

SEPTEMBER LUNCH MENU
Thursday, September 1
Roast Turkey w/ Jardinière Gravy
Friday, September 2
Chicken Stir Fry
Monday, September 5
Labor Day‐No meal
Tuesday, September 6
Alaskan Breaded Pollack
Wednesday, September 7
Lasagna, Tomato Sauce
Thursday, September 8
Labor day Special‐ Hamburger
Friday, September 9
Aloha Chicken
Monday, September 12
Lentil Stew
Tuesday, September 13
Chicken Cacciatore
Wednesday, September 14
Breaded Alaskan Pollock
Thursday, September 15
Macaroni & Cheese
Friday, September 16
Meatloaf, Mushroom Gravy
Monday, September 19
Spinach Red Pepper Frittata
Tuesday, September 20
Baked Ziti, Tomato Sauce
Wednesday, September 21
Chicken Fajitas, Rice & Beans
Thursday, September 22
Pot Roast w/Burgundy Sauce
Friday, September 23
Breaded Alaskan Pollock
Monday, September 26
Caprese Chicken
Tuesday, September 27
American Chop Suey
Wednesday, September 28
Hot Dog Kayem
Thursday, September 29
Breaded Alaskan Pollock
Friday, September 30
Spinach, White Bean Quinoa Stew
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AROUND TOWN
A SPECIAL SECTION FOR THE COMMUNITY‐AT‐LARGE

Town’s longtime top administrator steps down this month
When he takes his leave as
As town administrator, Mel has had
Brookline’s town administrator in a
his work cut out for him, sharing
couple of weeks, Mel Kleckner can look
executive authority with the five‐member
back on a 12‐year record notable for his
Select Board, administering 20 municipal
considerable accomplishments in
departments, and determining how an
overseeing this burgeoning community
annual budget, currently at $350 million,
of 63,000.
is to be distributed.
His resignation on Sept. 14 will bring
Although he has served in an
to an end his more than 40 years of
un‐elected capacity during his three four‐
ʺIt has been a
great privilege to year terms, he acknowledges that politics
service in local government in this and
serve Brooklineʹs has “interfered a lot” over the years. “My
four other Massachusetts towns –
town
Arlington, Wilbraham, Belmont, and
job is to make sure government services
government.ʺ
Winchester.
work well; sometimes politics get in the
Mel Kleckner
Outgoing
town
But Brookline clearly holds a special
way” of that eﬀort, he said. “Everyone is
administrator
place in Mel’s heart, as was evident in
well‐meaning, but this community is a
his final annual report to the town. “It
very active one, and people speak up.
has been a great privilege to serve Brookline’s
“It could get paralyzing at times,” he
town government,“ he wrote. “It was a period
continued, singling out debates over mask
of major societal and technological changes that
mandates during the pandemic as one example.
has altered the way that we engage with our
“It’s very diﬃcult to govern in that
residents and how local government is
environment.”
operated.”
Still, the town has been able to move
Confident that the town is poised to
forward with major projects, authorizing the
continue its progress, he concluded his report
construction of a satellite building for Boston
saying, “I am proud to include Brookline as one
Children’s Hospital and a new hotel in
of my ‘home towns.“
Brookline Village and a mixed‐use development
And what a town it has proved to be over
about to take shape in busy Coolidge Corner.
the years. “Complicated” is the word Mel used
And increasing the supply of aﬀordable
in a recent interview with Around Town to
housing remains high on the agenda.
describe this suburb, surrounded on three sides
Asked what might be a major challenge for
by very urban Boston. That proximity to the
his successor, Mel was quick to answer: “The
state’s capital city and Brookline’s well‐
tight budget. That’s one thing that’s always
regarded school system have been major factors
there. … When the state looks to dole out
in the growth of the town’s population. In fact,
money, Brookline is not on the top of the list.”
Brookline holds the distinction of being the
For sure, Brookline has shown it can hold
largest town in Massachusetts and the second
onto its town administrators, who used to go by
the title of executive secretary to what was
largest in New England (after Greenwich,
Conn.).
previously known as the Board of Selectmen.
Since 1943, the town has been led by a total of
four such administrators. Continued on Page 24
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FROM TOWN HALLWAYS

New housing data a window into the affordability issue
a nine‐unit rental building into an 11‐
unit condo; combined with a four‐unit
rental building into a 45‐unit condo;
combined with commercial land
into a single 48‐unit condo (including
eight aﬀordable units).
“Overall, the gain was 122 units, with
12 of them aﬀordable, and the average
Precinct 5’s Tom Elwertowski
size was 2,210 feet.
recently gathered some fresh statistics “In 1975, “the middle
“As for the three‐family homes, 122
about Brookline’s much‐watched real was us – happily
embraced by others were converted/replaced by three‐unit
estate market, and they contain some
just like us who
condos; 13 were converted/replaced by
valuable insights into the aﬀordability ‘never had it so
four‐unit condos; and one each was:
of the residential housing stock here. good.’”
converted to a four‐unit rental building;
John VanScoyoc
Tom writes that recent discussion
Vice chair converted to a municipal building (on
about the “missing middle” (housing
Select Board Oak Street); converted to a 10‐unit
that is aﬀordable to middle‐income
condo (assisted living); combined with
renters/buyers) in Brookline’s housing supply
vacant land into a single 16‐unit condo
piqued his curiosity about the conversion of
(including two aﬀordable units); combined with
two‐ and three‐family homes.
a mixed‐use building and three single‐family
Tom continues:
homes into a 23‐unit condo (including three
“These traditionally provide rental units for
aﬀordable units); combined with commercial
people of modest means as well as
land into a 130‐room hotel.
entrepreneurial opportunities for buyers of
“The gain from those conversions and
modest income,” he explains. “How much are
replacements was 51 units, with five of them
we losing?
aﬀordable, and the average size was 1,848
“From fiscal 2002 to 2022, 303 of 1,063 (28.5
square feet.”
percent) two‐family homes and 141 of 545 (25.9
Based on Tom’s numbers, 1,209 traditional
percent) three‐family homes have been
housing units were replaced between 2002 and
eliminated.
2022. The replacement housing yielded a net
“Of those two‐family homes, 287 were
gain of 173 units, and that increase included 17
converted/replaced by two‐unit condominiums;
defined as aﬀordable.
four were converted/replaced by a three‐unit
It’s arguable whether the gross increase in
condo; three were combined with vacant land
units, with a fractional percentage of the units
into a single 29‐unit condominium (including
designated as aﬀordable, compensates for the
four aﬀordable units); and two were combined
transfer of units to new buyers whose incomes
into a single four‐unit condo.
enable them to bid up prices beyond what the
“As for the other two‐family homes, one
displaced middle‐income legacy owners could
each was: replaced by two single‐family homes;
aﬀord.
replaced by a two‐unit condo and two single‐
family homes; converted to a three‐family;
Continued on Page 24
replaced by an eight‐unit condo; combined with
The following is excerpted from Select
Board Vice Chair John VanScoyoc’s recent
online All Politics is Local report about
housing data pertaining to Brookline.
John is the board’s liaison to the Council
on Aging.
By John VanScoyoc
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PROFILES IN COMMERCE
U.S. Open Championship: A win for the town of Brookline
The chamber also hosted an Arnold
Palmer Cocktail Contest to encourage
The U.S. Golf Association, The
people to go to participating restaurants
Country Club in South Brookline, and
and vote for their favorite Arnold Palmer
many in the town collaborated to make
Cocktail. Parlour, in Coolidge Corner,
the U.S. Open Championship a winning
won the popular vote. Prairie Fire won
event as summer neared in mid‐June.
“Sometimes, with
the judges’ vote.
exceptional
The U.S. Open was an unusual
Thanks to a Community Partnership
planning, visitors
opportunity that could not have
arrive and make Committee that formed to plan for the
happened at a better time. Businesses
their destination a U.S. Open, several initiatives were
have struggled throughout the
better place.”
negotiated to benefit Brookline. Much
pandemic. COVID‐19 restrictions, staﬀ
Deborah Good Miller
appreciation goes to David Gladstone,
shortages, supply chain issues, and price Executive director
Brookline Chamber of the chamberʹs board president, who
increases have contributed to
Commerce.
served on the committee.
unimagined challenges.
Nonprofit organizations benefited as
And yet, as the tournament began,
well. The USGA donated 1,000 tickets to non‐
hotels were full, and some restaurants got a
profit organizations to raise funding. Of that
“bump.” Some food establishments benefited
number, 300 tickets were set aside for galas,
from participating in the chamber’s showcase
raﬄes, and events, and 700 tickets generated
for the U.S. Openʹs catering service, Ridgewellʹs,
$300,000 in proceeds for the Brookline
which contracted with some local food
Community Foundation, which will provide
establishments, such as Dumpling Daughter,
grants to local nonprofit organizations. In
Allandale Farm, and Serenade Chocolatier to
addition, US Open banners will be auctioned
augment their menus.
oﬀ, and proceeds will go to the Brookline
The chamber’s new DiscoverBrookline.com
Community Foundation to distribute to local
website got exposure as a link on the USGA and
nonprofits.
The Country Club websites. The USGA also
Sometimes, with exceptional planning,
posted DiscoverBrookline.com signs in the U.S.
visitors arrive and make their destination a
Open parking lots.
better place. Kudos to the USGA, The Country
To celebrate this legendary sporting event,
Club, and all who participated in our town to
and further encourage people to shop locally,
make the U.S. Open Championship a success.
the chamber hosted the Brookline Business
Open. Throughout the month of May, the public
was invited to go to participating local
businesses and get a score card stamped with a
golf ball stamp. When they collected five stamps
from five diﬀerent participating businesses,
they uploaded their cards and entered on a
form to win prizes, including two sets of U. S.
Open tickets, a hotel stay, several retail and
restaurant gift cards, gift bags, and more.
By Deborah Good Miller

The Country Club in South Brookline
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BROOKLINE RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS JULY ₁‐₁₅
The following information is provided by The Warren Group, a
Massachusetts based national real estate and mortgage data provider.
3 Greenway Ct., Unit A: 3 Greenway Court LLC of
Brookline to Philip and Nelya Christiansen, $855,000
on 07/15/2022
22 Chestnut Pl., Unit M1: Roach Dorothy A Est and
Samuel D. Roach of Brookline to Madhu A. Wahi
and Danesh Moazed, $319,900 on 07/06/2022
232 Summit Ave., Unit W102: Richard Segal of
Brookline to Charles R. and Pamela R. Anderson,
$1,425,000 on 07/14/2022
69 Walnut., St Unit 12: Kenwood Investments LLC
of Brookline to Luke Frankiw, $1,600,000 on
07/15/2022
21 Colbourne Cres., Unit 2: Avraham and Augustina
Teken of Brookline to Noam Ben‐Asher and Pnina
Gershon, $1,800,000 on 07/05/2022
77 Pond Ave., Unit 706: Yueh‐O Wu of Brookline to
Kunimatsu Hashimoto, $735,000 on 07/11/2022
21 Crowninshield Rd., Unit 5: 21 Crown LLC of
Brookline to Chao Zhang and Anqi Hu, $2,032,000
on 07/15/2022

125 Addington Rd.: Aaron P. and Katherine N.
Barasz of Brookline to Elizabeth Lyle and
Edward Smith, $3,900,000 on 07/06/2022
1450‐1454 Beacon St., Unit 141: Varun and
Supriya Jain of Brookline to Nicolas I. Valencia,
$588,000 on 07/08/2022
80 Chestnut St.: Camjo LLC of Brookline to
Marc Schwabish and Lisa Huang, $1,889,062 on
07/12/2022
604 Newton St.: Aditya and Elisabeth Kaza of
Brookline to Shideh Amirifeli, $2,460,000 on
07/15/2022
123 Saint Paul St., Unit 2: Jieming and Zhongkai
Gu of Brookline to Domagoj Mladinov,
$1,620,000 on 07/12/2022
11 Hurd Rd., Unit 1: Alix L. and Daniel Fishman
of Brookline to Courtney P. and Jessie W. Miller,
$715,000 on 07/11/2022

9 Linden St., Unit 4: Wilson W. Wong and Hiufung
Chu of Brookline to 9 Linden Associates LLC,
$990,000 on 07/06/2022

62 Pleasant St., Unit 3: William R. Young and
Kelly Church of Brookline to Claudio Punzo
and Diana J. Esshaki, $1,600,000 on 07/15/2022

16 Addington Rd., Unit 32: Boris Kalinichenko and
Alina Zalutskaya of Brookline to THK Development
LLC, $712,000 on 07/11/2022

5 Irving St., Unit 3: Ginger Melton RET and
Djems Domerson of Brookline to Gizem A. and
Ilker Bayram, $1,145,000 on 07/14/2022

126 Amory St., Unit B4: Emily W. Johnson of
Brookline to Summer I. Thurston, $543,000 on
07/15/2022

121 Longwood Ave., Unit 4A: Varda Lief and
Anthony Giarrusso of Brookline to Majorie
Prolman RET and Majorie Prolman, $1,150,000
on 07/12/2022

33 Pond Ave., Unit 1117: Andrew Donald R Est and
Robert D. Andrew of Brookline to Deanna Miller,
$560,000 on 07/13/2022

3 Fuller St., Unit 2: Jennifer E. Mugno of
Brookline to Matthew Cote, $615,000 on
07/07/2022
105 Browne St., Unit 2: Carrie P. Aaron of
Brookline to Robert and Natasha Bailen,
$970,000 on 07/07/2022

130 Fuller St., Unit 1: Sally J. Dunn of Brookline
to Giovanni Nicolai and Silvia Alberta, $565,000
on 07/15/2022
72 Cypress St., Unit 4: Ivor Kaklins and Carole
Biewener of Brookline to Nathan Lilienthal,
$985,000 on 07/01/2022
Continued on Page 24
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REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
Continued from Page 23
59 Harvard Ave., Unit 2: Christopher Aiudi of
Brookline to Mark E. and Nicholas Fuhr, $628,000 on
07/05/2022
20 Chapel St., Unit B909: Anthony Garber and Chris‐
tine Bryke of Brookline to Jiahe Zhang, $745,000 on
07/08/2022
88 Walnut St., Unit 2: Aleksandra M. Zlateva of
Brookline to Gaston Longhitano and Rayle
Hernandez, $749,000 on 07/06/2022
248 Buckminster Rd.: Russell S. Cox and Sarah E.
Obrien of Brookline to Craig G. Kennedy and Anna
Blinova, $5,995,000 on 07/14/2022
193 Longwood Ave., Unit 193: Steven A. Brown of
Brookline to Yvonne Lai and Gabriel Brat, $2,500,000
on 07/15/2022
32 Kent Sq., Unit 2: Smith Lyle 2022 Funding T and
Edward F. Smith of Brookline to Hemali T. and Ab‐
hiram R. Bhashyam, $2,205,022 on 07/15/2022
769 Boylston St., Unit 1: James W. and Elizabeth A.
Bales of Brookline to Jose C. Andreazi and Sarah R.
Phat, $510,000 on 07/15/2022
8 Hart St.: Meighan C. and Stephen Rock of
Brookline to Zoe B. Girard, $875,000 on 07/15/2022
1450‐1454 Beacon St., Unit 503: Bruno G. Dovalle
and Isabella Delatorre of Brookline to Olga L.
Rusak, $535,000 on 07/14/2022
34 Francis St., Unit 34: Emery N. Brown and
Virginia Andradas of Brookline to Imogen M. Pryce
and Nicholas D. Larusso, $2,600,000 on 07/11/2022

ADMINISTRATOR BIDS FAREWELL
Continued from Page 20
As he turns over the reins to the fifth, Mel, at
64, is looking forward to taking “more
control of my life … and getting oﬀ the train.”
With a master’s degree in public administration,
he said he expects to do some teaching,
consulting, and community service.
“Carpe imperium,” he said, signing oﬀ in his
final annual report with a call for Brookline to
“seize the future.”


NEW HOUSING DATA
Continued from Page 21
I will conclude on a personal note:
When Barbara and I first settled into a 900‐
square‐foot bungalow on upper Heath Street in
1975, all over Brookline at that time homes were
owned and treasured, often for generations, by
families of modest circumstances. Our
neighbors included a retired cop, a firefighter,
and a school custodian. There was no “missing
middle.” The middle was us – happily
embraced by others just like us who “never had
it so good.” If only it could be that way again.

Select Board voted on August ₉ to appoint
Charles Carey
as new
Town Administrator
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GAMES
All card and board games are available in our
Coﬀee Lounge area. There is open Chess game
time at the Senior Center on Mondays and
Thursdays from 1:00‐3:00pm with our
volunteer Tony Dinosse.

BRIDGE FOR EXPERIENCED
PLAYERS
We welcome experienced players at
the Senior Center on Friday
mornings at 9:00am sharp. Give the
revolving bridge game a try. Please
register in advance to ensure full tables with
Program Assistant Kristine Farley at
617‐730‐2783 or kfarley@brooklinema.gov

RUMMIKUB
Hedwig Baillie, our Rummikub
coordinator, invites you to drop
in and enjoy a quiet game of
Rummikub at the Senior Center
on Friday mornings from 9:00‐11:30am.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING
DANCE
Online Dance Party with
Lynn Modell
Thursday afternoons from
1:00‐1:30pm
Lynn plays music from 40s, 50s, and 60s as well
as some from film musicals and weʹll dance
together. You donʹt need much space in your
home to participate. Just make sure there arenʹt
any scatter rugs, uneven floor surfaces or objects
on the floor that are trip hazards.
For information on how to connect, please
contact Lynn at lemodell@gmail.com
EXERCISE
Combo Dance Fitness/ Let Your Yoga Dance
Wednesdays at 10:00am
Emily Brenner, our
wonderful Zumba Gold
instructor, offers a FREE
VIRTUAL Combo Dance
Fitness/Yoga Dance class to Brookline seniors
thanks to the sponsorship of the Brookline
Multiservice Senior Center.
Emily is also offering some other VIRTUAL
donation‐based classes ($5 per class):

SCRABBLE
On Wednesdays at 1:00pm at the
Senior Center, j oin other
interested Scrabble players for
this fun game. Please bring a
board and tiles if you have them.

LET’S PLAY SOME PING PONG!
Ping Pong is happening at the Senior
Center on Wednesday and Friday
afternoons from 2:00‐4:00pm. Come
drop in for a quick game!

Monday at 10:00am: Low Impact Zumba®
Tuesday: 10:00 am: Strength/Low‐Impact
Fitness (chair suggested, light hand weights or
cans/water bottles as light weights optional)
For more information on how to connect, please
email: emily.brenner@comcast.net

BINGO!
Bingo is held at the Senior Center on
Tuesdays from 1:00‐2:00pm. Come
have fun with this classic game!
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ONGOING PROGRAMS
ARTMATTERS
ONLINE PRESENTATIONS

SUPPORT FOR ALZHEIMERʹS
CAREGIVERS

The Senior Center’s enhanced
membership account with Art
Matters allows Brookline Senior
Center participants access to
two new prerecorded
presentations each month, as
well as access to the entire
ArtMatters video library.
Choose from over 40 diﬀerent subjects, covering
artists, art movements, historical eras, and
themes (updated regularly!)
To view the account, please go
http://artmatters.website website and click “Log
In” on the top right corner of the page. For
email, enter info@brooklineseniorcenter.org
and 93winchester as the password. From here,
you will see a couple of options on the top of
the screen. Under “Communities,” click on
Brookline COA and enter password
BrooklineCOA93 to view the video library.
This program is made possible thanks to the
Brookline Multi‐Service Senior Center.

Our Alzheimerʹs Caregiver Support
Groups are not meeting in person at
this time. However, facilitator Ted
Sturman is available by phone to
support caregivers who are coping with the
stress and demands of caring for a loved one
who is struggling with Alzheimerʹs or another
form of dementia.
If you need support, please call Ted Sturman
at 617‐803‐6105.

SHORT STORY SOCIAL
A good short story can provide the
basis for a great discussion! We will
send you the story by email or hard
copy to read at your leisure. Then
we will meet up via Zoom every
other Monday at 10:00am. Bring your own
coﬀee and we will supply the forum for a fun
and enlightening hour. For more information
and to sign up for the story and discussion,
please contact Jamie Jensen at 617‐730‐2753 or
jjensen@brooklinema.gov
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WELCOME BLANKET
Weather permitting, our
next meeting will be
on Sunday, September 11,
from 3:00‐4:00pm in front of
the Florida Ruﬃn Ridley
School (345 Harvard Street 02446), where there
is a lawn with picnic tables. Please bring a mask
and your craft.
We are up to 270 total blankets since our
group started a few years ago, which is
amazing! Hoping for 30 more to make the 300
mark by our January exhibit, so please keep
knitting and crafting.

PICKLEBALL
Come learn and play
Pickleball through Brookline
Recreation at Warren Field
Courts. Multiple levels and
days available. Pre‐registration
required. For more infor‐
mation, please visit https://www.amilia.com/
store/en/town‐of‐brookline/shop/
programs/70669

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

While we appreciate all volunteers applying, please be aware that currently there are limited
opportunities for certain tasks. Please continue to stay tuned to the Senior Center News and Events
for updates on available volunteer opportunities or contact our Volunteer Coordinator Valerie Graf
at 617‐730‐2743 or vgraf@brooklinema.gov to inquire further.

SHOP
STUDENTS HELPING OLDER PEOPLE
The SHOP Program, a collaboration between the Brookline Senior Center (BSC) and
Brookline High School (BHS), has been a community service program at BHS for many
years. High school student volunteers are matched with seniors to do their grocery
shopping for the school year. In turn, seniors help the students fulfill their community
service requirements. Frequently, these become meaningful multigenerational relationships. Some
students have shopped for the same person throughout high school and consider their elder an
important part of their life.
Brookline High School will be recruiting students to grocery shop for seniors starting this fall. If
you are a senior who would like to have a student shop for you, please call Valerie, the Volunteer
Coordinator, at 617‐730‐2743 or email her at vgraf@brooklinema.gov.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
JEWELRY MAKING WITH REBECCA RICCIO
As Rebecca was finishing her junior year of high school, she reached out
to volunteer at the Brookline Senior Center for the summer. She had an
interest in making jewelry, and oﬀered to lead a class. Each of Rebecca’s
weekly jewelry making groups was full and a huge hit! Clara, one of the
group’s participants, noted that “Rebecca deserves all the credits for her
knowledge and tricks in jewelry making, and most of all, at her young
age (more than half a century apart!), we appreciated her patience in
dealing with and teaching older folks like us who always asked
questions at the same time, and she was running all over the place,
always with a sweet smile, trying to show and explain how and what to do!
This kind of intergenerational program certainly will help us (young & old) understand and learn
how to get along with diﬀerent age groups.” Rebecca also enjoyed the experience, noting that
“Many people came with broken jewelry that they wanted to fix and it was fascinating to hear the
story behind each piece.ʺ Intergenerational programs like these enrich everyone’s lives, young and
old.
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ONGOING PROGRAMS
BROOKLINE BEES
The Bees are beginning to swarm
with great ideas for the Fall Craft
Fair! Itʹs holiday season already
in the quilting group!
Jan Tuckman made the beautiful
baby quilt pictured below for a
little girl ‐‐ gray is the new nursery color!
We are back to in‐person meetings every
Tuesday at 10:30am at the Senior Center . If
you need to come by Zoom, we can make
arrangements to include you. Ask about a
session to focus on a particular sewing
challenge.
And we are happy to make baby quilts or
comfort quilts for you! All money received goes
to support our Brookline Senior Center.
Write to brooklinebeehive@gmail.com to get
Zoom access information or to request a quilt.
We invite your orders!

METROWEST LEGAL SERVICES
LEGAL CLINIC
On the last Thursday of each
month (this month September
22 from 12:00‐4:00pm)
schedule a private, FREE
half hour legal PHONE
consultation. MetroWest Legal Services
provides free legal aid to seniors on housing,
public benefits and social security matters;
durable power of attorney, health care proxy
and simple probate matters; Medicaid, nursing
home issues, limited domestic relations;
consumer and bankruptcy.
*Please note for registration that sharing a
one‐or‐two word subject matter will help the
attorney in her preparations and this
information will remain absolutely confidential.
To schedule your telephone consultation,
contact Program Manager Jamie Jensen at
617‐730‐2753 or jjensen@brooklinema.gov

EQUIPMENT LOAN FUND

FILE OF LIFE
This program provides
individuals with emergency
medical identification cards
to be used both at home and
away from home. Having FILE OF LIFE cards
will allow medical personnel to treat you
quickly and with greater certainty should you
have a medical emergency.
For more information on the FILE OF LIFE,
call 617‐730‐2777 with your contact information
and you will receive a return call.
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The Brookline Senior Center has lots of
medical equipment and other gear that we are
trying to give away! Anyone is eligible to take
what they need from our stockpile for any
reason. Please call 617‐730‐2752 to ask about
what is available.
Current stock includes walkers, tub seats
and benches, packages of Depends and pads,
wheelchairs, rollators, canes, commodes, raised
toilet seats, hearing aid batteries, and more.
This month’s special “equipment of the
month” is a secured bathroom chair.

ONGOING PROGRAMS
SPORTS FAN FORUM
Calling all sports fans!
The Senior Center hosts a
weekly sports discussion
group on Wednesdays at
10:00am at the Senior
Center.
Whether you are a casual observer or an
armchair expert, the Fan Forum is open to all
who wish to share the joy, frustration, and
excitement of Sports Fandom.
We will gather to discuss the news of the
day, relive memorable moments in sports
history, and share our predictions of what may
come to pass. The group is facilitated by Conor
McDermott Welch, LCSW. Please register with
Conor at cwelch@brooklinema.gov or
617‐730‐2751.

LIVING OUR VALUES
Tom Faulhaber’s much beloved discussion
group “Living Our Values” meets on
Wednesdays from 9:00‐10:00am. Please note:
While this group is normally held at the
Senior Center, it will meet via Zoom until
further notice. To obtain a copy of the
discussion material and for information on how
to connect, please email Tom at
editor@businessforum.com

CURRENT EVENTS
Current Events meets at the
Senior Center on Friday
mornings from
10:30am‐12:00pm (and via
Zoom as needed). Come share your thoughts
and hear those from others about what is going
on in today’s world. If you want to be added to
the group’s distribution list, please email Mike
at mkt128@rcn.com.

SHINE “DONUT HOLE”
Each year thousands of Medicare
beneficiaries reach a gap in their
Medicare prescription drug plan
that is often referred to as the
“donut hole” If you reach that
gap, you will see your
prescription drug costs increase dramatically!
Don’t let this happen to you. Prescription
Advantage can help.
Prescription Advantage is a state‐sponsored
program that supplements your Medicare drug
plan to fill the gap.
For more information about Prescription
Advantage, call MassOptions at 1‐800‐243‐4636,
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, or
visit:
https://www.prescriptionadvantagema.org/

SINGING TOGETHER VIRTUALLY
The Sing‐a‐ long on Zoom will
be starting again on Monday,
September 12 at 4:00pm. We
sing mostly folk songs from
times gone by and have several
instrumental players to lead the songs. Don’t
worry if you don’t know the words, as they will
be displayed in your screen. And don’t worry if
you think you can’t sing, as everyone but the
leader is muted, so you can listen or sing along.
For information and the zoom link, contact Judy
Chasin at hearojudy51@yahoo.com.

LGBTQ+ DISCUSSION GROUP
The Senior Center hosts an
LGBTQ+ discussion group on
Wednesdays from 1:00‐2:00pm
at the Senior Center. For
questions, please call 617‐730‐2753.
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS
IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL
COUNCIL ON AGING BOOK GROUP
AT PUTTERHAM
The group is now in person and on online.
For more information on how to connect via
Zoom, visit: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZ0kc‐
utpzwuGdwwSb6ZE0JSaLo23jGDkq‐A
Please contact Batia Bloomenthal, Branch
Supervisor at the Putterham Library, for
updates, at 617‐730‐2721 or
bbloomenthal@minlib.net.
Monday, September 19
Love in the Time of Cholera
by Gabriel García Márquez

Monday, October 17
The Professor and the Madman
by Simon Winchester

Monday, November 21
There There
By Tommy Orange

‐SAVE THE DATE‐
2022 CRAFT FAIR
Thursday, November 10
from 1:00‐6:00pm at the
Senior Center. More
details will be in October and November
newsletters.
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PUBLIC ISSUES NONFICTION BOOK
DISCUSSION GROUP
Tom Faulhaber is challenging your thinking
every month with a nonfiction book discussion
group centered on public issues, history, current
events, and other nonfiction topics. Suggestions
for future titles are encouraged.
Please note: While this group is normally
held at the Senior Center on the fourth Tuesday
of each month from 9:00‐10:00 am, it will meet
via Zoom until further notice.
For information on how to connect, please
email Tom at editor@businessforum.com
Tuesday September 27
Only Yesterday: An Informal
History of the 1920’s by Frederick
Lewis Allen (John Wiley & Sons,
Inc.)

Tuesday, October 25
Trade Is Not a Four‐Letter Word:
How Six Everyday Products Make
the Case for Trade by Fred P.
Hochberg (Avid Reader Press |
Simon & Schuster, Inc.)

VIRTUAL FRENCH
CONVERSATION GROUP
Meets via Zoom on Tuesdays
from 1:00‐2:00pm. New
members, regardless of level of
proficiency in speaking French,
are invited to join. For questions
and to connect, please email Monique
Richardson at mona647@comcast.net

Are you looking for a unique gift? Well, you are in luck! We are oﬀering another fun way to find
that perfect gift or treat yourself while providing much‐needed support to the Senior Center. The
Brookline Senior Center has opened up shop on Etsy—a global online marketplace for vintage,
handmade, custom and unique items—under the name

BROOKLINE BAZAAR
Brookline Bazaar showcases a diverse collection of antique and vintage treasures and collectibles
from around the globe‐ including many one‐of‐a‐kind pieces. New items are added weekly.
100% of Brookline Bazaar proceeds go to support Brookline Senior Center
www.brooklineseniorcenter.org
In fact, your support has allowed us to provide many of our virtual programs including,
our monthly ArtMatters membership videos, and Emily Brenner’s Combo Dance Fitness Class!
Click the following link to take a look around the shop:
https://www.etsy.com/shop/brooklinebazaar
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CLUTTER CORNER: FREE CLUTTER
CONSULTATIONS!
Many of us have a complicated
relationship with our stuﬀ. Life
gets busy, our possessions feel
valuable and meaningful, and
things start to pile up. You may be
familiar with the term ʺhoarding,ʺ but what
does that term actually mean?
The DSM‐5, the standard psychology
diagnostic manual, notes that clutter becomes
hoarding when we have consistent diﬃculty
discarding or parting with possessions
regardless of value; this diﬃculty comes from
feeling a need to save the items or distress from
letting them go this clutter has begun to eﬀect
someoneʹs life emotionally or practically.
Even though ʺhoardingʺ may sound scary,
the experience is common and likely relatable.
Is your stuﬀ piling up? Clutter is common
and the Council on Aging is here to help. If this
is something that is hard for you, as it is for so
many, call 617‐730‐2752 to ask about a free,
one‐time social work visit to help you make a
plan for what to do with your stuﬀ.

BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM!
Each month store
leadership selects a
diﬀerent hunger
organization to receive a
$1 donation from the
purchase of every $10.99 bouquet with
the red circle sticker.
The Brookline Senior Center has
been selected to receive $1 from every
Bloominʹ 4 Good bouquet sold during
the month of September 2022 at the
Stop & Shop located at 155 Harvard
Street in Brookline.
Letʹs get some seeds planted!

SAVE THE DATE‐HALLOWEEN HISTORY, FOLKLORE, & MAGIC
WORKSHOP
On Monday, October 3 at 1:00pm at the Senior Center, join Mystery Maven Roxie Zwicker,
founder of New England Curiosities, for an enchanted afternoon exploring the magic of the
Halloween season. Completing the harvest rituals and stepping into the season of mystical
shadows blows in with the cool October air. The magical veil to the other world is at its thinnest at
this time! The fields are bare, the leaves have fallen from the trees, and the skies are going gray and
turning cold. October oﬀers us a variety of natural magical tools around us, from nuts, pumpkins,
colorful leaves and cornstalks, you can feel the energy in the air!
Discover the history and customs of Halloween enchantments in this entertaining session full of
spooky lore and legend. Dive into the traditions of the holiday and discover little known lore and
delight in Victorian divinatory tools that can still be used today. This presentation features a large
variety of vintage photos and ephemera to bring participants back in a time machine of Halloween
from Victorian times through the 1940s (many pieces from Roxie’s personal collection). Also,
discover how to make your Halloween season more richly, meaningful! If you’ve always loved the
charms of Halloween, this workshop is for you! Please register at 617‐730‐2770.
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ARTS OFFERINGS
INTERGENERATIONAL
STORYTELLING

BROOKLINE ACOUSTIC
WEDNESDAY EVENING JAM

The Brookline Senior
Center collaborates with
the Brookline Interactive
Group (BIG) and Steps to Success for an on
going intergenerational storytelling experience.
This project has seen students interviewing
Brookline seniors on immigration, COVID,
careers, and other topics of interest about
seniors’ life experiences. The project continues
to look for interested seniors who would like to
share their stories.
If this sounds interesting to you, please
contact Jamie Jensen at 617‐730‐2753 or at
jjensen@brooklinema.gov for information on the
next session. The prior stories can be viewed at
the following link which can also be emailed to
interested viewers by contacting Jamie: https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_kXbXA0‐
Qd7Y2r28byeMX9RBCYdQ1uEG

Do you play an acoustic
instrument and/or sing?
Brookline Acoustic gets together
on Wednesday nights from
6:00‐8:00pm for an informal j am.
During the warmer weather months, the
group will be meeting at various outdoor
locations in Brookline (weather permitting) and
at the Senior Center (in case of rain). All skill
levels and types of music are welcome. For
more information on summer locations, please
visit: https://boston.craigslist.org/search/muc?
query=%22brookline+acoustic%22

SENIOR CHORUS
The Senior Chorus always
welcomes new members to add to
its already enthusiastic roster of
singers. There are no auditions. Just
come on Fridays at 10:30am and make a joyous
sound with the group led by Joe Reid.

POETRY WORKSHOP PUBLICATION
The Monday Poetry Writing
Workshop has compiled a
publication called “Sharing Our
Voices” that includes poetry from
its group members as well as
submissions from a 2021 poetry workshop led
by Brookline’s poet laureate Jennifer Barber.
If you are interested in obtaining a copy,
please contact Jamie Jensen at 617‐730‐2753 or
jjensen@brooklinema.gov
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ONLINE MUSIC DISCUSSION
GROUP: THE POETRY OF POPULAR
ISRAELI SONGS
In Hebrew, we use the same word
for song and poem ‐ʺshir.” Join
Dr. Miriam Rosalyn Diamond via
Zoom to read, discuss, and listen
to the words and music of
popular Israeli songs. We will discuss the lyrics
in both Hebrew and English, so knowledge
of Hebrew is not required. You are welcome to
attend as many sessions as you wish.
We typically meet at 7:30pm on the fourth
Monday of the month. Register with Jamie at
jjensen@brooklinema.gov
Note: The current set of classes will run
through August with a break in September,
resuming in October with a diﬀerent title.

HANDICAPPED ACCESS
The Town of Brookline does not discriminate
on the basis of disability in admission to, access
to, or operation of, its programs, services, or ac‐
tivities. If you need special accommodations,
contact the Council on Aging at 617‐730‐2777.
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REQUEST A COPY OF YOUR
COVID‐19 VACCINATION RECORD
To request, view, and/or print your
vaccination records and your
COVID‐19 SMART Health Card from
the Massachusetts Immunization Information
System, visit https://myvaxrecords.mass.gov/
You can print your record and download the
QR Code to your smart phone. The image above
is a QR code.
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A FOND LOOKBACK AT ‘A GREAT
RELATIONSHIP’ WITH COA
With his 12‐year tenure as Brookline’s town
administrator nearing an end on September 14,
Mel Kleckner was asked about his relationship
with one of the smaller departments within his
purview: the Council on Aging. And he had one
word to describe it: “Outstanding.”
“It’s been a great relationship,” he said,
singling out COA Director Ruthann Dobek,
who also heads up the Senior Center, for her
leadership. “I couldn’t be more thrilled with my
engagement with the COA.”
Mel noted that the past couple of years have
been “particularly diﬃcult” for the COA,
serving an elderly population that has been
especially vulnerable to the coronavirus. But he
commended the council for its persistence and
its creativity in keeping its operations going
even as COVID‐19 surged.
Indeed, as was pointed out in the most
recent annual report to the town, the COA
hosted several vaccine clinics at the Senior
Center and its staﬀ provided administrative
support with vaccine clinics and a special clinic
for home‐bound older adults. Transportation to
all the vaccine sites was also oﬀered.
With seniors representing approximately 20
percent of the town’s population of 63,000, they
are a sizeable presence in Brookline. The COA
budget for fiscal 2023 budget is just over $1
million; Mel is of the opinion that “the town
could certainly spend more money on elder
services.”
In the meantime, the council is benefiting
from supplemental funding allocated by the
federal government and targeted to a
community’s seniors.
The many volunteers who have stepped
forward over the years to serve the Senior
Center’s patrons in a variety of capacities are
also of great assistance, budget‐wise.
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“The town really benefits from volunteer
service in the Senior Center,” Mel said. “Other
departments don’t have that same luxury.”
Converted into a dollar amount, that level of
voluntarism, he said, “is a significant
contribution that the town receives.”
A full interview with Mel Kleckner as he
steps down from his post can be found in this
month’s Around Town special section.

‐SAVE THE DATE‐
COURSES ON LEARNING TO USE
YOUR IPHONE/IPAD: BASIC &
INTERMEDIATE LEVELS
Beginning the week of October 9th
at the Senior Center on Tuesdays
(Basic) and Wednesdays
(Intermediate), both at 10:30am,
Allen Waxman will be oﬀering 2 courses to
develop skills using your Apple iPhone or iPad.
Each course will consist of 8 classes presented
one‐hour per week. Both courses will utilize the
book Senio rs Guid e to iPho ne: 2021 Ed itio n by
Tom Rudderham ($14.98 purchase through the
Senior Center front desk before the classes
begin). Everyone must bring their (charged)
iPhone or iPad to class as instruction will be
hands‐on.
Basic Course topics: Intro to iPhone, Apps &
Internet; Voice & FaceTime calls; Contacts, Texts
& Emails; Web Surfing & Search; Sending &
Saving Photos; Safety Online.
Intermediate Course topics: Settings &
Control Center; Adding & Updating Apps &
iOS; Calendar & Appointments; Maps &
Directions; Weather & News; Transportation &
Reservations; eBooks & Movies; Language
Translation; Social Security & Medicare online.
Please register at 617‐730‐2770 and please
indicate which class you are signing up for. For
questions, please call Jamie at 617‐730‐2753.

IN APPRECIATION – SEPTEMBER 2022

Annual Appeal Donors:

In Memory of:

Morton Abromson and Joan Nissman
Anonymous
Elaine and Yitzhak Bakal
Elizabeth True Browder
Colleen
Barbara S. Gold
Deborah Goodman
Naomi B. Isler
Lisa Liss
Susan Macht
Mariah Nobrega
Kate Poverman
David Stern
Stop & Shop
David E. and Melissa D. Trevvett
United Way of Mass. Bay and Merrimack Valley

Aaron Seidman from
Constantine Bialik and Margaret Guyer
Harry Goldstein from
his daughter, Shirley Goldstein

In Honor of:
Christopher Arico‐Muendel honoring
Carol and Morry Sapoznik on their 50th
wedding anniversary
Jennie Chan honoring
Springwell Grab & Go Lunch, the ELF program,
Mindfulness program, and Michael Allen
Ruthann Dobek honoring
Chobee Hoy on her 90th birthday
Theodore Goldsmith honoring
Maria Foster
Lourdes L. Ileto honoring
Courtney Johnston
Lourdes L. Ileto honoring
Springwell Grab & Go Lunch, Michael Allen,
and Kristine Farley
Maxine Kornitzer honoring
the ELF program
Constance Warshowsky honoring
the Springwell Grab & Go lunch,
Michael, and Agilio

In Memory of Agnes Rogers from:
Carol Caro
Cathleen Cavell
Sean and Laura Cronin
Patricia H. Dobek
Ruthann Dobek
Jean Dwyer
Joseph Geller
Claire Goodwin
Stephanie Hammett
Serena Johnson
Sherry C. Lee
Helen MacLean
Corinne McCarthy
Cathleen and Scott Morrison
Doris Patey
Betsy Pollock
Yolanda Rodriguez
Meredith Stern
Jean and Peter Stringham
Charles and Louise Warwick
Annette, Bill, and Bo Winiker
Sonia and William Wong

BrooklineCan
Jean Doherty
Vicki Kaplan
Lydia Kaufman
Alberta & Roger Lipson
Susan Phillips & Harry Margolis
Harriet Rosenstein & Herbert Krohn
Alexandra & James Siemon
Michael & Rena Silevitch
Karen Van Kennen & Mark Rodehaver
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