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To:

Brookline Board of Appeals

From:

Brookline Planning Board

Date:

April 27, 2017

Subject:

Construct a shed in the side and rear yard

Location:

45 Willow Crescent
Atlas Sheet:
Block:
Lot:

59
264A
06

Case #:
2017-0022
Zoning:
S-10
Lot Area (s.f.): 9,490

Board of Appeals Hearing: May 11, 2017 at 7:30 pm
BACKGROUND
2013 – The Board of Appeals granted a special permit for side yard setback and FAR to
construct a 168 square foot addition at the rear of the dwelling.
SITE AND NEIGHBORHOOD
45 Willow Crescent is a single-family dwelling that was built in 1930. The neighborhood is
comprised of single-family dwellings that are similar in overall size. The property is located to
the south of Cleveland Circle and in the Fisher Hill area.
APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL
The applicant, Donald Warner, is proposing to construct a 10 foot by 10 foot garden shed at the
northeastern corner of his property for storing tools and plant materials. The proposed shed will
be 10 feet high. There are existing 7 foot high fences running along both the north and east
property lines that would shield the shed from abutters.

1

45 Willow Crescent

FINDINGS
Section 5.43 – Exceptions to Yard and Setback Regulations
Section 5.72 – Accessory Building or Structures in the Rear Yard
Dimensional
Requirements
Rear Yard Setback
(Accessory Structure)

Required

Existing

Proposed

Relief

6 ft.

n/a

~0 ft.

Special Permit*

* Under Section 5.43, the Board of Appeals may waive yard and setback requirements if a counterbalancing amenity
is provided.

PLANNING BOARD COMMENTS
The Planning Board supports the requested relief for the proposed tool shed. Although the
proposed setbacks are very minimal, the shed will be shielded from both abutters by fencing and
trees and is located behind the abutter’s rear garage. The shed will be designed in a style that
complements the main dwelling. The applicant will be required to provide additional screening
as a counterbalancing amenity.
Therefore, the Planning Board recommends approval of the site plan by Medford
Engineering & Survey dated 6/16/14 and the floor plan and elevations by D. Warner,
architect, dated 3/12/17 subject to the following conditions:
1. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit site plan, floor plan
and elevations subject to the review and approval of the Assistant Director of Regulatory
Planning.
2. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a landscape plan
indicating all counterbalancing amenities, subject to the review and approval of the
Assistant Director of Regulatory Planning.
3. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit to the Building
Commissioner for review and approval for conformance to the Board of Appeals
decision: 1) a final site plan stamped and signed by a registered engineer or land
surveyor; 2) final building elevations; and 3) evidence that the Board of Appeals decision
has been recorded at the Registry of Deeds.
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