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Install a fence on a retaining wall in the front yard

Location:

4 Fisher Avenue
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Block: 255
Lot: 02

Case #:
2017‐000007
Zoning:
S‐15
Lot Area (s.f.): 17,760

Board of Appeals Hearing: August 31, 2017 at 7:10 pm
SITE AND NEIGHBORHOOD
4 Fisher Avenue is a single‐family, two and a half story brick home built in 1925 located at the
intersection of Fisher Avenue and Boylston Street. The home is situated behind a dense wall of
Leyland Cypress trees planted atop a retaining wall and is not visible from the street. The
property is located near the Brookline Reservoir and the new Fisher Hill Reservoir Park. The
neighborhood consists mostly of single‐family homes.
APPLICANT’S PROPOSAL
The applicant, Naren Gupta, proposes to install a fence around the property. The proposed
height of the fence is six feet. Around the north (rear) and west (facing abutter) sides of the
property the fence will sit along the ground and total six feet. On the south (Boylston Street)
and east (Fisher Avenue) sides the fence will sit atop an existing stone boundary wall making
the total combined height of the wall and fence between 9.3 feet and 11 feet. The fence will be
a custom rail fence painted dark green.
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The applicant is installing this fence with the hopes of preventing further salt damage to the
existing hedges of Leyland Cypress trees along the Fisher and Boylston sides of the property
which are currently dying and thinning due to salt spray from cars on Route 9.
FINDINGS
Section 5.43 – Exception to Yard and Setback Regulations
Section 5.52 – Fences and Terraces in the Front Yard

Fence Height

Height

Allowed

Existing

Proposed

Finding

< 6 feet

3.3 to 5 feet
(Stone wall only)

7.3 to 11 feet
(Stone wall and
fence)

Special Permit*

* Under Section 5.43 setback requirements may be substituted if a counterbalancing amenity is provided

PLANNING BOARD COMMENTS
The Planning Board is supportive of this proposal for a fence. The Board is sympathetic to the
concerns about the hedges which are currently dying and brown. The fence will be an aesthetic
improvement to this property which fronts along Boylston Street. The home is already blocked
from view by dense plantings, so the fence is not expected to alter this existing condition
dramatically. The fence will improve sidewalk access as the existing shrubs currently hang low
and interfere with pedestrians; this improvement counterbalances the reduction in the front
yard setback, therefore provides the same standard of amenity to nearby properties as would
have been provided by compliance with the regulations of the By‐law. The Board feels the
fence will not interfere with sight lines because it is located on the west side of the intersection
on a divided highway where traffic can only turn right out of Fisher Avenue and therefore cars
do not require visibility around this corner.
Therefore, the Planning Board recommends approval of the site plan dated 5/5/2017 by
Clifford Rober and the fence diagram dated 5/18/2017 by Colonial Fence Company subject to
the following conditions:
1. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a final site plan,
floor plans and elevations, subject to the review and approval of the Assistant Director
of Regulatory Planning.
2. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit to the Building
Commissioner for review and approval for conformance to the Board of Appeals
decision: 1) a final site plan stamped and signed by a registered engineer or land
surveyor; 2) final floor plans and building elevations stamped and signed by a registered
architect; and 3) evidence that the Board of Appeals decision has been recorded at the
Registry of Deeds.
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