December 1, 2017
Dear Maria Morelli and Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals,
In my November 22 letter, I discussed the proposed absurdity of denuding the site at
134-138 Babcock Street of healthy mature trees, whose 60-foot+ canopy provides so
many benefits to the community, and replacing them with small, short-lived plants. Now
I want to specifically address the plants that have been proposed for Babcock Place.
Curb appeal?
The goals of the landscape concept are to create “curb appeal” and “vegetative
screening” for abutters. Curb appeal is a dated concept that realtors use to describe
small, busy, and colorful plantings. In fact, research shows that it is trees that increase
property values. Babcock Place proposes a plant palette of ornamental grasses, shrubs,
and trees for its curb appeal. Nothing could be further from contemporary environmental
objectives than ornamental plants. Canopy trees combat climate change by providing
oxygen, absorbing and storing carbon dioxide, absorbing odors and pollutant gases,
filtering particulates in their leaves and bark, cooling urban “heat islands,” reducing
runoff and soil erosion, and providing habitat and food for birds and wildlife. Under the
title “Deciduous Shade and Ornamental Trees,” NO shade trees are proposed. ALL are
ornamentals. It is the existing deciduous tree canopy that Babcock Place proposes to
destroy that would continue to do environmental work in the future.
Vegetative screening?
For their goal of vegetative screening, Babcock Place proposes “Coniferous Evergreen
Screen Trees.” Not only do conifers only produce 20% of the environmental contribution
to that of deciduous trees, these proposed conifers face terrible growing conditions. At
the rear setback, they are proposed to be planted between a 6-foot high fence and a 4story building in a space as narrow as 10-feet. (If the Screen Trees were effective at
screening, they wouldn’t need a solid fence.) If growing in an alley between a fence and
a tall building seems bad enough, it isn’t: Most conifers grow best in full sun. The 17
spruces and junipers specified for the west and north sides of Babcock Place ALL need
FULL SUN. According to Michael Dirr, Picea Abies “become thin and ragged in heavy
shade.”
Picea Pungens ‘Glauca Globosa’
Juniperus Scopulorum ‘Wichita Blue’
Picea Abies ‘Curpressina’

Colorado Blue Spruce ‘Baby Blueeyes’
Wichita Blue Juniper
Columnar Norway Spruce

FULL SUN
FULL SUN
FULL SUN

50 Arborvitae that need Full Sun or Part Shade are proposed for the alley on the north
and west sides of Babcock Place. Everyone in the neighborhood knows Arborvitae. At
170 Babcock Street, 56 of them were planted on the front and side yards. Today only 12
are still green, pictured below. That is a failure rate of 80%. And that is under Full Sun
conditions. Neighbors have been looking at the dead arborvitae and spaces where they
were removed for about four years. On the rear yard, 12 larger Arborvitae were planted
and today only 2 are green, pictured below. That’s a failure rate of 84% in full sun.

Please write conditions on the waivers requiring at least the 25’ setbacks proposed by
the Arborist’s report to protect existing trees and provide room for new deciduous shade
trees to be planted.
Gina Crandell, TMM8,
MA landscape architect #1142,
117 Stedman Street

