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Tom Brady and Annie Blair were asked to review documents relating to proposed plantings and
the impact on existing trees on abutting properties at Stedman Street for the proposed
development at 134-138 Babcock Street. We made a site visit and went over the following
documents:











Landscape Plan, L-101, dated 11/17/2017, by Hammer + Walsh Design, Inc.
Landscape Palette, by Hammer + Walsh Design, Inc.
Cube 3 Studio drawing set, dated 11/17/2017, selected drawings—
-Existing Conditions Plan, C-100, J. F. Hennessy Co.
-Pavement, Layout, and Materials Plan, C-200, Schofield Bros., LLC
-Utilities and Grading Plan, C-300, Schofield Bros., LLC
-Conceptual Rendering, A-200, Cube 3 Studio
-Building Elevations, A-201 and A-202, Cube 3 Studio
-Project Site Sections, A-300, Cube 3 Studio
Presentation to the ZBA by Cube 3 Studio dated 11/27/2017, especially Section 3, Shadow
Studies
Town of Brookline Zoning By-Law, Article 5, Section 09.4.a, Preservation of Trees and
Landscape
Foundation Engineering Report, dated 11/9/2017, McPhail Associates, LLC
Letters from abutter Gina Crandell to the ZBA members and Maria Morelli dated 11/22/2017
and December 1, 2017
Letter on behalf of the abutters from Daniel C. Hill, Hill Law, dated 11/24/2017
An Assessment of the Impact of the Babcock Development on Adjacent Property Trees,
Natural Path Urban Forestry Consultants, dated 11/20/2017, and including Attachment 1—
Tree List and Existing Conditions Survey, done with Patrick C. Garner Company, Inc.,
revised 11/22/2017 and showing the locations, sizes, and species of individual trees within
the abutting properties.
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The following are our observations:
Impact on Abutters’ Trees
As indicated in the information prepared by Natural Path Urban Forestry Consultants, there are a
number of trees on the abutters’ properties varying in size close to the property line with 134-138
Babcock Street, and it is likely that their root zones will be affected by excavation for the
proposed building given the disturbance required for the below-grade parking and storage and
the tightness of the site. The applicant should submit a detailed tree protection plan
demonstrating how they will protect plantings anticipated to be impacted by construction. This
should be given to the Planning Department who will forward it to Tom Brady for his review and
comment.
The rear yard setback for the proposed building is between 11 and 16 feet. There are several
construction means and methods that could help mitigate the effect on the abutters’ trees close to
the property line. More information on proposed construction means and methods would be
necessary to assess their effectiveness. For example, could sheet piling be utilized during the
construction of the foundation to limit the impacts of excavation on the root zones of the
abutters’ trees?
Proposed Plantings at 134-138 Babcock Street
The new plants against the proposed 6 ft. high wood board fence along the western property line
(the back of the building) are all needle-leaf evergreen trees, except for one Magnolia:
 Magnolia x loebneri ‘Leonard Messel’/Loebner Magnolia
 Juniperus scopulorum ‘Wichita Blue’/Wichita Blue Juniper
 Picea abies cupressina/Columnar Norway Spruce
 Picea pungens ‘Baby Blue Eyes’/Baby Blue Eyes Spruce
 Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’/Emerald Green Arborvitae
 Thuja occidentalis ‘Techny’/Mission Arborvitae
The setbacks will accommodate the spread of these narrow evergreens (the one Magnolia might
be problematic over time), but our real concern is the lack of sun in this area. According to the
Missouri Botanical Garden web site (see attached), all of these trees require either full sun or
full sun to part shade, and that will not be the condition here given the height of the building, the
narrowness of the space, and the 6 ft. fence adjacent. This will make for a very tough growing
environment.
We also anticipate that the evergreens will not have much of an effect at least initially, as they are
being planted at 5 ft.-6 ft. height or 6 ft.-7 ft. height up against the 6 ft. fence. Some of the trees are
shown being planted close enough together to create an immediate screen, but others are shown at up
to 13 ft. on center, leaving gaps inbetween.
We are also concerned about the new plantings shown for the northern and southern property lines,
especially if the 6 ft. high wood board fence continues around the site (it is not clear from the
drawings if this is the case). All of these plantings should be able to withstand significant shade, and
the current plant list does not reflect that. The plantings at the front of the building will receive sun
from the east and south, and are more likely to thrive. Otherwise the plant list includes no invasive
plants and looks viable with regard to maintenance.
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Loss of Existing Trees on Site
Trees should be replaced on a per caliper inch basis. If space does not permit such effort on the site
then the replacement trees could be planted in the public way as approved by the Parks and Open
Space Division.
Protection of Street Trees
The applicant should be advised that no one may prune or remove a tree located within the Public
Right of Way other than the Tree Warden or their designee. This is true even if the tree impinges on
one’s property.
Please let us know if you have any questions.
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