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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RMAN GELLER:  Good eveni ng,

3 everyone. W are reconvening our hearing for a

4 conprehensive permt involving a property at 1299

5 Beacon Street. And as you recall, we held a site

6 visit on May 30, and our |ast actual hearing was My
7 9.

8 Tonight's hearing will be dedicated
9 to, as usual, we'll get an update fromstaff. W
10 wll then open up the floor to get testinony from
11 the public. | want to lay a few ground rules.

12 Tonight's hearing we're not being photographed;

13 however, there is a stenographic record and is

14 there --

15 MS. MORELLI: W don't have a

16 recording tonight.

17 CHAl RVAN GELLER: That is the public
18 record. As we noted before, the copies of what is
19 being transcribed are avail abl e approxi mately two
20 weeks after the hearing. You will be able to find
21 that information on the Town's website, Planning
22 Departnent, so you'll be able to get copies of this
23 transcript as well was the transcripts fromall
24 prior hearings.
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1 |f you do want to offer testinony,

2 start by giving us your nanme, give us your address.
3 | would ask that you listen carefully to what your

4 predecessors offer in testinony. It will nmake for a
5 very long evening if people just repeat the sane

6 information. W certainly want to hear it if you

7 would agree with informati on that sonebody before

8 you gave us. You can certainly point accusingly at
9 themand say, | disagree with them Happy to hear
10 it.

11 Qther adm nistrative details?

12 Anything? No? No? Did | mss anything?

13 M5. MORELLI: | just want to note,

14 1'mMria Mrelli, senior planner at the Planning

15 Department. |'mworking on this project with ny

16 colleague, Ashley Cark, who is the planner in our
17 departnent as well, and Alison Steinfeld, planning
18 director, is wth us tonight.

19 Just a few adm nistrative details.
20 The website is under construction during this tine.
21 You can consult it and you'll see all plans and
22 docunents related to this case. However, anything
23 that we upload will be |ost when there is a
24 conversion made in md-July. Therefore, we're going
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1 torefrain fromposting letters and plans that we

2 received during this five to six-week peri od.

3 | do have sone of your e-nil

4 addresses. |If there is anything that you want,

5 please e-mail ne, and | will nmake sure that you

6 receive it pronptly via e-mail. In md-July,

7 anything that we receive during this five to

8 six-week period will pronptly be updated.

9 Pl ease note any correspondence that
10 you send to the ZBA through our staff always

11 immediately gets forwarded to the ZBA peer reviewers
12 and we maintain a record of it. So that's just one
13 detail.

14 | f you want to send comments to the
15 ZBA, it's very helpful to send themin advance and
16 in witing. You can send themto nme, the Pl anning
17 Departnent. |f you need ny contact information,

18 it's on our website or you can just talk to ne after
19 the hearing.
20 W will be continuing this hearing on
21 July 11, and before | lose track of this, at our
22 last hearing we had scheduled two hearings in July
23 for peer review and the first being July 11, the
24 second, July 18. | understand M. GCeller will not
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1 be available on the 18th, so | would like to confirm
2 that we can have that second hearing in July on the
3 25th.

4 MS. SCHNEIDER: |'m not avail abl e.

5 MS. MORELLI: So | think the 25th is
6 a Wednesday. That follow ng week, Johanna, or is it
7 that entire week you' re not avail abl e?

8 MS. SCHNEIDER: It's Tuesday through
9 Thursday that week.

10 MS. MORELLI: Would July 23 --

11 M5. SCHNEIDER: |'m sorry, no.

12 MS. MORELLI: Anything the follow ng
13 week?

14 MS. POVERVAN: |'m out of town for

15 two weeks.

16 MS. MORELLI: So what we could do is
17 we could think about having -- we could try to have
18 areally, really long hearing on the 11th? That's a
19 possibility rather than postponing peer review like
20 a whole nonth and a half.
21 CHAI RVAN GELLER:  You got sonet hi ng
22 el se?
23 M5. MORELLI: I'msorry? July we can
24 have all peer review, traffic, parking along with
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1 design. Is that sonmething that you're willing to do
2 on July 11?7 ay. So we are not going to have two
3 hearings in July, we will have one, and that wl|
4 consist of staff presentation, traffic, parking, and
5 site building design peer review on July 11.
6 The last time we net on May 9 we
7 tal ked about application conpl eteness which is part
8 of procedures here, and the application is
9 considered conplete per the requirenents of the
10 state and |ocal regulations; however, | did |ist
11 areas where we do need additional info regarding
12 those categories of required materials and detail or
13 clarity, and there were additional things that were
14 not part of the requirenents that | also did ask
15 for, and the project team has been very willing to
16 provide it.
17 What |'ve received, | received site
18 sections with additional dinensional detail, an
19 Atlas map which | did ask for with a proposed site
20 plan, overlay, and distances between structures,
21 shadow studies, and a 3D nodel. Wat |I'mstill
22 waiting for is the site plan of existing conditions
23 prepared by a surveyor; elevations with nore
24 details; the height of the -- calculated, and the 3D
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1 nodel update with facade details.
2 At the site visit we did want a site
3 plan with existing conditions and even though we
4 were disappointed we didn't have it, it turned out
5 to be a boon because we did discuss -- the
6 Conmm ssioner did discuss the need for the abutting
7 properties; that's Trader Joe's, parcel -- Doctor
8 Heinberg' s parcel and the post office parcel that
9 they be represented on the site plan and the project
10 teamand the applicant are willing to provide that.
11 W just need to add a little nore time. W should
12 be getting that at the end of June, and that works
13 out well with our hearing schedul e.
14 THE STENOGRAPHER: Coul d you keep
15 vyour voice up?
16 MR MEICKLEJOHN: | was aski ng which
17 conm ssioner she said. It's the building
18 conm ssi oner.
19 M5. MORELLI: That is really the
20 report on application conpleteness. |f you have any
21 further questions, I'mglad to answer them
22 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Any questions?
23 M5. SCHNEI DER:  No.
24 M5. POVERMAN:  No.
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1 M5. MORELLI: One thing we m ght want
2 to anticipate regarding peer reviews. They are

3 technical, and it would be hel pful to maybe focus

4 coments that are technical in nature even though

5 that would just help, |I think, use the peer

6 reviewer's tinme of those hearings, if you want to

7 say nore about that, M. Celler.

8 MS. POVERMAN. | don't understand

9 what you nean.

10 M5. MORELLI: \Wen we have the peer
11 reviewin July, it is helpful if there are any

12 questions fromthe public if they're focused on

13 technical questions for the peer reviewers.

14 CHAl RVAN GELLER: Yes. Yes. So the
15 peer review that we are doing will be traffic,

16 parking, and design, and those peer review reports,
17 one, predicated on a review of what is the

18 devel oper's proposal and, frankly, their experts

19 have generat ed.
20 So for instance, in the case of
21 parking, our peer reviewer reviews their traffic
22 report, and the peer reviewer's response is a
23 technical response. D d they |ook at the right
24 intersection? Have they used the correct
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1 parameters? Are the appropriate studies taken into
2 account? Is it the as-built versus the to-be-built
3 paraneter correct? So it's technical.
4 And | think what Maria is saying is
5 if people have comments that pertain to these
6 technical aspects of the project, your comments
7 should focus on the technical aspects, rather than
8 broader subjective issues. |Is that a fair
9 statenent?
10 M5. MORELLI: Yes.
11 CHAI RVAN GELLER:  Anyt hing el se?
12 M5. MORELLI: That's it. Thanks.
13 CHAl RVAN GELLER: Great. Thank you.
14 Again, for the record, Meicklejohn, Celler,
15 Poverman, Schnei der.
16 We did get a fair anount of witten
17 materials. | want to thank everyone for submtting
18 those materials. | can't stress enough how
19 inportant it is that we get it inwiting. It helps
20 wus to actually look at it, think about it in advance
21 of hearings, and obviously we have it in particular
22 when the topic that, whatever the comment pertains
23 to, comes up. So | want to thank those who did
24 submt those materials. And | want to encourage
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1 those who didn't submt witten materials, if you do
2 have testinony to offer, please submt it in witten
3 fashion.

4 Havi ng said that, to those of you who
5 did put sonething in witing, | would ask that if

6 you want to offer testinony, absolutely, but we

7 don't need you to take out what you' ve witten to us
8 and sinply read it. W do read the materials and we
9 don't need you to read it to us. So that would be
10 ny one ot her ask.

11 Just by a show of hands how many

12 people want to offer testinony this evening? So

13 what | think we will dois we will work fromthe

14 back of the roomforward, and if people could just
15 stand in their place. And then again, if you would
16 start with your nane and your address, that would be
17 great. Sir?

18 MR. BINCHES: Fred Binches, 46 Marion
19 Street. First, a procedure question. On your
20 comments that you just nade and we submt comments
21 to the peer reviewer or are they going to be
22 restricted just to a response fromthe applicant?
23 CHAI RVAN GELLER:  You shoul d subm t
24 your questions that pertain to these peer review
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1 topics. You should submt themto Maria. The peer
2 reviewer -- depending on the question, the peer
3 reviewer will nmake an effort if it's within their
4 box to answer the question. At |east that's been ny
5 experience.
6 MR. BINCHES: Ckay. There nmay be
7 questions that they may not | ook at in response.
8 Can we widen it alittle bit and still keep it in
9 their purview anyways?
10 CHAI RVMAN GELLER. W'l find out.
11 MR BINCHES: So nuch for procedural
12 questions. A comment on the actual parking, and
13 this gets into what | just said. | think they need
14 to look at a fairly wide horizon on the whole
15 Coolidge Corner area. Based on the earlier plans
16 that were submtted, the staff parking and the six
17 Dbuffer parking spaces which could fill up, the tine
18 it's going to take for the val et parking, assum ng
19 they show up for work, to nove these cars in and
20 out, six buffer parking spaces, five mnutes easily
21 to get these vehicles in and out of the garage.
22 W're tal king about 74 units, 99 parking spaces.
23 That could |l ead possibly to as many as 25 avail abl e
24 for retail parking, custonmers com ng and going. The
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1 buffer parking spaces fill up. The traffic is now
2 Dblocking Sewall Avenue, public safety questions,
3 Dblocking the post office. You're about probably 400
4 feet fromthe intersection of Longwood and Sewal |
5 Avenue. That backs up and people are probably not
6 going to be going around in circles trying to get
7 into their own parking spaces. They're going to sit
8 there waiting to get in.
9 | f you wal k on Longwood Avenue,
10 that's a major access through to Boston, Boston ENMS
11 as well as Brookline EMS, the whole thing. So |
12 think there are substantial ripple effects that
13 occur very close and | think in this case here the
14 problens, those concentric circles so-to-speak of
15 this whole ness are going to be very close and cause
16 sone serious problens involving public safety which
17 is sonething that is an irrelevant topic of this
18 whol e discussion. Thank you.
19 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Yes,
20 ma' anf
21 M5. ABRAHAMMER  (Good evening. My
22 nanme is Nora Abrahammer and |I'mthe president of
23 Tenple Sinai, which is at 50 Sewal| Avenue.
24 We are in favor of affordable
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1 housing, but we are not in favor of the traffic

2 patterns as there has been only presented very well
3 that we project wll occur. |It's traffic and it's

4 safety. A fire truck, if all the people are waiting
5 to get into the garage on Sewal | Avenue, a fire

6 truck will be not be able to get through. Sewall is
7 already a narrow street and a one-way street. So

8 eight to ten floors, people trying to park their

9 cars, if it's residential, two stories of

10 commercial, and then deliveries and pickups, and

11 it's just, as you said, a snowball effect nightnare.
12 And the one other piece that | would
13 add is that we have about 170 children attendi ng our
14 school. Parents are com ng and dropping off their
15 kids and picking up their kids, and then there are
16 kids who are wal king to school. Again, you' ve got
17 all kinds of safety issues regarding that.

18 So thank you and we very mnuch

19 appreciate your attention to this.
20 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Anybody
21 in the next row? No? Myving forward, anybody?
22 M5. SYDNEY: H, ny name is Roberta
23 Sydney, S-Y-D-NE-Y, like the city of Australia. |
24 represent two properties, KS Conpany Trust at 1309
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1 Beacon Street and Harvard Beacon, LLC at 1319
2 Beacon. Both of those properties are right next
3 door, one next to the other, next to the property at
4 1299 Beacon. W have soneone today that | would
5 like to introduce who is going to tal k about sone of
6 our concerns fromthe traffic perspective.
7 MR G LLON. Good evening. M nane
8 1is Jack Gllon, again with GIllon Associates out of
9 Weynout h.
10 M5. POVERVAN. | would like to ask a
11 question. 1309 and 1319, what exactly -- is that
12 for Trader Joe's?
13 MS. SYDNEY: Trader Joe's and Beth
14 Israel Hospital and so forth are at 1309 Beacon
15 Street building with the parking garage in the back
16 and 75 parking spaces underneath 1309. 1319 is the
17 corner of Harvard and Beacon and it has a Bank of
18 Anerica and sone office spaces and a service parking
19 lot in the back.
20 MS. POVERMAN.  Thank you.
21 MS. SYDNEY: You're wel cone.
22 MR GLLON:. 1've been in traffic
23 since actually 1971 when | started here in
24 Brookline. 1've been doing other things before that
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1 with United Engineers, but it's been a while.

2 | did |ook over the letters. | did

3 look over the report. | have not spent an awful | ot
4 of time on this, but | do have sone initial concerns
5 and questions, and not that we're going to get them
6 answered tonight, but | would like to see them

7 addressed by the peer review people or by the

8 consultant hinself at sone point, because you'll see
9 what the concerns are.

10 We noticed that the traffic counts

11 were taken for the weekday in Septenber of 2016. W
12 didn't see if those nunbers were adjusted at the one
13 percent for 2018 before using normal factors in

14 other projects up to the year 2025. So obviously we
15 would Iike to know that. They did use one percent
16 growth rate froma Mass DOT counting station, but

17 1'mnot sure which counting station they had used or
18 why, so maybe we can take a | ook at that.

19 There was no parking survey. It's
20 hard -- usually what you'll do is when you | ook at
21 parking, you |l ook at what existing parking you have,
22 Dboth legal and illegal, and that will tell you what
23 your capacity is in the area, both on street and off
24 street. If there's a deficit, you won't be able to
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1 take care of that or at |east address that in the

2 future, if it's not going to be on your property,

3 then where is it going to be? So if you don't have
4 a deficit, you're going to have illegal parking in
5 Brookline and that's what you don't want because

6 that's a safety issue affecting the anmbul ance and

7 fire and all that.

8 Al so, there are tinmes when you do a
9 capacity calculation where the volunes are fairly
10 light and it would render a good |evel disservice
11 but there may be a police officer in the peak hour
12 like there used to be -- Billy Barner used to be at
13 the corner of Longwood and Harvard Street and he'd
14 watch the traffic up Coolidge Corner, and when the
15 traffic comng with him he'd hold -- Longwood woul d
16 alnost act |ike an actuation and carry that through.
17 What |I'msaying is sonetines there are things that
18 aren't neasured by the machi ne when doi ng capacity
19 calculations, so | wuld like to know if the
20 observed delays are simlar to cal cul ated del ays,
21 and if so, should they be adjusted. W don't know
22 at this point.
23 The January counts for the weekend
24 were counted on the 16th | believe it was. And
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1 Boston College, Boston University were still not

2 back. That was a | ong weekend. Martin Luther King
3 holiday was on the 13th and ny ki ds never went back
4 until the Sunday or the Monday before class and that
5 was a holiday and a ot of the people, a lot of the
6 BU kids probably weren't in the area on that

7 Saturday. Usually, | find that Decenber counts are
8 about six percent |ower than the annual average

9 daily counts. And on this one they adjusted for a
10 three percent and that may be fine in this

11 particular area if everything is at capacity nost of
12 the time, but | would Iike to know where they got

13 that.

14 | did notice that with their

15 cal cul ati ons Longwood Avenue does have a bill cue
16 from Hancock Street back to Sewall Avenue, 262

17 feet -- | think 250 feet to 260 feet and the

18 distance is only |like 240, so that would render the
19 left-turn lane into Trader Joe's useless. W would
20 like to knowif there is sonmething that they would
21 propose such as a "don't block the bar" signage,
22 pavenent markings. |s there sonething that they are
23 proposing that would mtigate the additional inpact
24 on that area.
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1 MS. POVERVAN: | didn't understand
2 the first part of what you were saying in terns of
3 what the length --
4 MR. G LLON:. The cueing. The
5 calculation shown herein show that there is a 263
6 foot backup on Longwood Avenue from Harvard Street
7 during the evening peak hour. |If the block is only
8 240 feet long, they're saying that the cue will go
9 all the way back. And obviously that woul d bl ock
10 the entrance and exit of Trader Joe's.
11 MS. POVERMAN.  Thank you.
12 MR G LLON: The parking lifts that
13 they're talking about, I'mfamliar with themon a
14 cursory level. | know they have them at Harvard
15 Medical School, and | know they installed them on
16 Tully Street -- my wife is buried across the
17 street -- but |I've never seen them being used. It
18 says Brookline has them and adopted them and al | owed
19 themto be used here in the town. | know that you
20 do need the val et because there was a fellow killed
21 in New York city operating themhinmself, so | do
22 know they require a valet to park and unpark
23 vehicles of those lifts. And the questionis if we
24 are bringing the consultants, there's going to be 19
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1 vehicles per hour pulling into their site in the

2 evening peak hour. |If there are 19 pulling in,

3 that's about one per three mnutes. How |ong does

4 it take to park a car inthe lift, bring it down,

5 bring it out, bring the lift back up and be able to

6 load it again? So is the capacity of the |ift

7 sufficient to acconmodate the demand, and will they

8 have sufficient attendants?

9 There may be two |ifts but |I'm not
10 sure if they're going to have themfully operationa
11 both during the peak hours. | don't know how | ong
12 it takes to park and unpark a vehicle on a lift and
13 dispose of it downstairs and then bring it all back
14 up again. | nean, you can't just leave it there,
15 vyou got to bring it back up and get ready for the
16 next guy. | don't know how |l ong that takes and
17 obviously if it's not sonmething that works well, and
18 in inclenent weather, nmaybe the rainis -- | don't
19 know that at all. It would be nice to know that
20 that detail isn't an elenment that woul d hinder the
21 site.

22 Let's talk about retail. | notice
23 that the 12,285 square feet, if you | ook at the
24 parking report, that would say that retail size
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1 would require about 46 parking spaces. Now, | know
2 that they have adjusted them because people in the

3 building are going to shop there. Sone people are

4 going to get off the T, but if there is going to be
5 a big store, not everybody is going to conme by

6 probably and walk. |'msure they're not expecting

7 everybody to wal k there, but how many people, if

8 needed, is going to stay there. | don't know. How
9 nmany people dropping in and out, | don't know that.
10 What is the existing parking spots, what is the

11 existing demand. 1Is there going to be sonebody

12 else? | don't see anything of that. It would be

13 nice to know sonme of that.

14 These are just sone initial coments,
15 questions. I'msure | wll have others because |

16 know how good -- but these things that | think that
17 your consultant or your town -- | know Todd quite

18 well. | used to work with him He did bring out

19 the question of the tinme for the lifts, he did bring
20 that out, | think, or maybe it was a letter fromthe
21 fellow, but nonetheless, | don't want to waste your
22 time. There's a lot of people that live there. |
23 live in Raynham | would like to hear their
24 questions and wite them down and maybe cite sone of
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1 those issues nyself. Thank you.
2 CHAI RMAN GELLER | have a questi on.
3 Wuld you be resubmtting this information in
4 witten fornf
5 MR G LLON. | hope so.
6 CHAI RVMAN GELLER: | hope so too.
7 MR ENGER M. Chairman, | was
8 going to ask that question. It will be helpful for
9 our traffic engineer to get those conmments in
10 writing.
11 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Yes.
12 MR G LLON. Thank you.
13 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Anybody
14 else? Sir?
15 MR. SHI VDASANI: R Shivdasani,
16 S HI-V-DDA-SANI. | live at 51 Sewal | Avenue
17 just across the street fromthe proposed project. |
18 submitted a lengthy letter today. You may have had
19 a chance to see it and in the spirit of what you
20 said, | will only paraphrase what | said earlier,
21 otherwise we'll be here for a long tine.
22 Really the issue has cone down to the
23 safety of Sewall Avenue. Sewall Avenue is a narrow
24 one-way street that services one of the busiest

Epi g Court Reporting Sol utions - Boston
1-617-542-0039 www. deposi ti on. com


http://www.deposition.com

Hearing of Board of Appeals

- 06/ 13/ 2018 Page 23
1 grocery stores in the Commonweal th, a religious
2 institution that runs progranms fromnorning to the
3 evening, and a post office that is arguably the
4 busiest post office in the city because it now has
5 not only a delivery function but also a sorting
6 function that begins at about 4 a.m | know because
7 | hear it.
8 One of the main reasons why there is
9 no parking anywhere in the area for |arge chunks of
10 tinme in the day is because nost of the postal
11 deliveries are occurring by private vehicles. All
12 of the big postal vans that currently park on Beacon
13 Street which the residents | obbied for two or three
14 years with the Traffic Departnent to have them noved
15 away from Sewal | Avenue because they were bl ocking
16 traffic and maki ng snow renoval al nost inpossible.
17 Those are the vehicles that service the deliveries,
18 deliveries that are increasing in volune. The post
19 office is now contracted wth Amazon, and it's only
20 a matter of tine before they contract with others,
21 because if the post office -- the US Post Ofice
22 wants to stay solvent, Brookline is their answer.
23 So as a result, there are about
24 thirty or forty postal workers who bring their
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1 private cars and park all along Sewall Avenue back
2 into the intersection of St. Paul Street and al
3 along Longwood Avenue fromthe corner of Sewall
4 Avenue headi ng al nost back to Marshall Street, and
5 certainly halfway from St. Paul to Marshall
6 They're there fromabout 6:00 or 7 a.m to at |east
7 9:00 or 10 a.m because they're sorting postal
8 materials and then they conme back on Sewal | Avenue
9 between 8:30 and 10:30 and the only way they can
10 load their cars is by doubl e-parKking.
11 So included in ny letter today were a
12 nunber of photographs. Those are taken on any
13 average typical day. You'll have three to seven
14 cars lined up, all with their trunks open because
15 the postal workers go in and bring out a | oad and
16 put it in the back of their cars. This creates a
17 traffic jamnow under a situation where Nina's
18 approximately -- | believe you represented 5,000
19 square foot space, has twel ve parking spots.
20 W' re tal ki ng about replacing those
21 twelve street |evel parking spots where cars can zip
22 in and out with fair ease with a system where the
23 only way for shoppers to get there is to either take
24 one of the six buffer spots or wait for a valet to
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1 take their car down the elevator. You can only

2 imgine what clients are likely to do. They

3 probably would do exactly what the UPS delivery

4 trucks, the Fed Ex delivery trucks, et cetera, do

5 whichis to pull up on the sidewal k and bl ock both

6 pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

7 So Sewal | Avenue is currently

8 stretched toits limts. It can certainly

9 accommopdat e sone reasonabl e scal e of devel opnent.

10 And | want to enphasize that the nei ghborhood has

11 been discussing this for a long tinme and we

12 genuinely value affordable housing. There is no

13 doubt in anyone's mnd that a residential structure
14 over there would be preferable to a building that's
15 not particularly attractive, as it stands now. W
16 are all in favor of that but it has to be to a scale
17 that will accommbdate the very real and legitinmate
18 safety concerns.

19 It strikes ne that there are several
20 very inmportant omssions fromthe material that have
21 Dbeen submitted today. The inpression in the
22 applicant's proposal seens to assune that 74 units
23 or 55-plus will just walk everywhere or ride a bike
24 everywhere and take the T and they will be
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1 incentivized by a discount for the MBTA pass. |

2 don't think people who are paying the rent that the
3 area would likely command will be incentivized by a
4 $6 discount on the MBTA. More likely they will be

5 getting nore deliveries. They'|ll be using the ride
6 share services; UWber, Lyft, et cetera, all of which
7 are proposed to service through Sewal |l Avenue.

8 But nmuch nore inportantly than that

9 is walking through any of the areas that are senior
10 domnated. Any tinme during the day there's dozens
11 of cars. | know this because ny nother-in-law |ives
12 at the Center Communities of Brookline at 100 Second
13 Street. It's inpossible to find parking in a very
14 large block radius during the day because who is

15 there; hone health aides, visiting nurses, physical
16 therapists, and you can only expect the elderly

17 population will attract that kind of business and

18 parking and the safety of exit and entry has not

19 been adequately addressed in the proposal. Like |
20 said, many of these points are in ny letter with
21 phot ographi ¢ docunent ati on.
22 "1l just end with one inportant
23 point, and that has to do with the truck and van
24 deliveries. | can only imgine that the 74
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1 residential units where the anount of on-1line

2 shopping is increasing and twelve and a quarter

3 thousand square feet of retail space, there's going
4 to be a very large volune of truck deliveries.

5 There's no way that can be obviated until all drones
6 are all set up, which is not going to happen in the
7 time frame of this proposal.

8 So there is a single |oading dock

9 that's been proposed, and one has to consider what
10 the turning radius is on Sewall Avenue. |It's

11 inpossible for a large truck to turn right into that
12 lot unless you have virtually no curb, just

13 considering the physics of a radius. And therefore,
14 what these trucks are likely to dois to do a K-turn
15 and block traffic for that nmuch |onger at the nouth
16 of Sewall Avenue which feeds obviously as you know
17 much of that part of Brookline. That's for the

18 trucks to get in.

19 How are the trucks going to get out?
20 There is only way to get out and that is to back
21 out. Wen they back out, they're not going to be
22 able to see the pedestrian as well. There is a line
23 of trees along the post office, and | hope the trees
24 stay there, and there is a Dunpster. The person
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1 backing a truck out is going to be unable to see,
2 drive very, very slowy with the beep, beep, beep.
3 That's good. That's safe, but they're not going to
4 be able to back out all the way w thout soneone
5 standing there blocking traffic nmuch of the tine
6 depending on the length of the truck and the
7 experience of the driver. Wen that happens, the
8 way the driveway is set up, no car is going to be
9 able to cone in. So when a truck is |oading or
10 wunloading that part of the driveway is spoken for.
11 And think al so about what is going to
12 happen with a 55-plus population. They're going to
13 have the ride. They're going to have el der day care
14 services, all of which takes nmuch |longer to | oad
15 their passengers, so the 19 cars that are supposed
16 to circulate wth seanl ess ease are not going to be
17 able to do that just realistically.
18 All I"mproposing is that the Board
19 and the peer reviewers |ook very critically at the
20 assunptions in the study because they seemto ne,
21 froma fair share, to be quite seriously flawed.
22 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you.
23 Question?
24 MR MEI CKLEJOHN: A question about
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1 vyour letter. |In the |ast page of it you have sone

2 suggestions for the design of the project. One of

3 themis a proposal that you increase underground

4 parking to at |east four |evels underground. | want

5 to understand. Is it intended to have nore space

6 and therefore not the nmechanical valet rather than

7 to change the nunber of total parking spaces

8 available or is it both of those things?

9 MR SHI VDASANI : Thank you very nuch
10 for asking. There's two purposes for putting that
11 in. | want to be very clear as a community, as a
12 nei ghborhood, we would very nuch like to offer
13 constructive input. This is not about don't do this
14 here, do build this here. W really want to help
15 craft a project of correct scale and of the correct
16 inpact on the safety of the nei ghborhood.

17 It's struck me -- and only the back
18 of the envelope calculation -- | thought about the
19 square footage in that garage. | thought about the
20 amount of area that will be used by ranps if you're
21 going to go down. | thought that maybe 99 parKking
22 spaces may be about right. | think the

23 professionals will tell you when that is the correct
24 density of parking spots for that anpunt of
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1 residential and comercial space. M instinct is

2 that it's alittle low, but I'll let the

3 professionals pass judgenent on that.

4 It struck ne that the nunber of

5 double tiers that demand a valet. Valets gets sick.
6 Autonmobile lifts don't work. One could obviate all
7 of that sinply by not having any backup. Sonebody
8 could pull right in and go right down the ranp to

9 their spot. | thought that woul d require probably
10 three -- | said four just because it mght give you
11 w der spaces, because the other thing that the

12 proposal has not accounted at all is that you need
13 w der spaces for 55-plus clientele. How is soneone
14 who is on a wal ker or in the wheelchair going to get
15 into their car? Maybe they can only do it by com ng
16 outside and the valet will have themdo it on the
17 street -- in the driveway, but that's just going to
18 back up the other 19 cars and dissipate it in an

19 hour. So these things really have to be thought
20 about creatively, constructively, but critically so
21 that the right project ends up where it is.
22 If | may take the opportunity to
23 respond to one nore point that | neglected to nmake.
24 1t's in ny letter and has to do with snow renoval.
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1 Already Sewall Avenue is at its limts, but a very
2 average picture. | wanted even nore snow piled up.
3 In fairness to the process | put an average picture
4 there. Wuere is snow going to go? Even now wth
5 the twelve parking spots and the few that are rented
6 out to Trader Joe's, that sidewal k is covered.
7 Pedestrians are routinely and | repeat routinely
8 walking on the street. W always see people in
9 wheelchairs every single day on the street, not on
10 the sidewal ks. Sonetines they can't use the
11 sidewal k because a truck is parked over there.
12 Oher tines between the post office and the current
13 state of repair in front of Nina's property the
14 sidewal k is essentially not navigatable. So we have
15 to think about snow.
16 Trash renoval, there is no Dunpster
17 for a building of 74 residents and 12, 000 square
18 feet of retail space. Wiere is that going to be?
19 What if you put a Dunpster where the |oading truck
20 is? You can't use that for |oading. You can't
21 unload food in front of a Dunpster, so you have to
22 have a separate setup for that. The proposal
23 doesn't address any of this in the way where it can
24 Dbe evaluated fairly and objectively.
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1 CHAI RMAN GELLER.  Thank you. Anybody
2 inthat row? No? Sir?

3 MR ROSENCRANTZ: Robert Rosencrant z.
4 |'ma trustee at 11 Longwood Avenue, Brookline, and
5 inthe interest of expediting the neeting, | just

6 want to express ny agreenent with all the concerns

7 that were raised about the safety, the safety for

8 the residents, the safety for the kids that are

9 being dropped off at day school, and the safety for
10 those being carried dowmn Longwood Avenue in an

11 anbul ance where tine is of the essence in order to
12 get themsafely to the hospital. Thank you.

13 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. This

14 row? No? | know nobody in this row wants to say

15 anything. Gay. D d we mss anybody? | want to

16 make sure. No. GCkay. Sir?

17 MR DAVIS: M nane is Jonat han

18 Davis, 125 Park Street, also a town neeting nenber.
19 | would like to pick up on sonething that the
20 previous speaker nentioned. | thought | heard him
21 nmention about the need of over 55 residents for hone
22 health assistance. And | also have a nother-in-Iaw
23 who lives at 100 Center Street. These peopl e who
24 live at 100 Center Street cannot afford the kinds of
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1 rents that would be charged, the nost part in the 80
2 percent of the project that would be nmarket rate,

3 but neverthel ess, they have a substantial need for

4 honme health assistance. | think that that's likely
5 to happen with over 55, over 65, over 70, over 75

6 residents of the proposed project. | think you can
7 get sone sense of the ampunt of parking that the

8 hone health aides need if you contact the public

9 because --

10 MS. POVERMAN.  Public Wbrks?

11 MR DAVIS: If you contract the

12 Public Wrks Departnent here because aides at 100

13 Center Street often have to apply for overnight and
14 long-termparking at the small Center Street |ot,

15 the West Center Street |ot where the farnmer's narket
16 is typically held. You may get a sense of the

17 volune of cars that are generated by the aides at

18 100 Center Street. You can also check 100 Center

19 Street itself to see to what extent they permt
20 aides to park at 100 Center Street which does have a
21 small lot.
22 M5. KATES: Not at all. They don't
23 allowit. M nanme is Beth Kates. | |live on Center
24 Street, and | live across the street from 100 Center
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1 and not only are the hone health ai des parking on

2 the street because 100 Center charges for parking

3 and they can't afford to pay for space so they park
4 throughout the neighborhood. But |I haven't | ooked

5 at the recent energency logs for fire and ambul ance,
6 but [ast year there were over 250 calls to 100

7 Center Street, and as we all know, when you dial 911
8 in Brookline, you get at least a fire truck, a

9 police car, and an anbulance. So if you can inagine
10 that over 250 tines a year on Sewall Avenue. There
11 you go.

12 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Sir?

13 MR WVEITZMAN. Don Weitzman, Babcock
14 Street, also a town neeting nenber, Precinct 8.

15 First of all, I want to concur wth the concerns

16 about traffic that several people have expressed.

17 The one other item!| want to bring

18 wup, | hope this isn't peripheral, but consideration
19 of Charles Street, which is a very short one bl ock.
20 It's a peculiar street because it's -- if you turn
21 onto it fromHarvard, you have no place to go except
22 into a parking lot. Sonetinmes cars go in there and
23 have to turn around in rush hour. It's a very short
24 Dblock and the traffic going toward Harvard gets
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1 backed up. So I just want to nake sure that kind of
2 ripple effect of additional traffic on Sewall and
3 everything, the effect on that on Charles is also
4 consi dered.
5 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Sir?
6 MR SPELLMAN: Kyl e Spel | man,
7 co-owner of the Trader Joe's and Bank of Anerica
8 building. | would ask that the Board take a really
9 close ook at the traffic study, and specifically
10 howit relates to turning off of Harvard Avenue onto
11 Longwood. We recently had a neeting there and we
12 were sitting at the Bruegger's Bagels. In just a
13 half hour | counted 35 cars nmaking a left from
14 Harvard onto Longwood. And the traffic study that
15 was put forward fromthe devel oper showed sonet hi ng
16 very different.
17 | know we have Jack here who is going
18 to be submtting a report, but I would ask you guys
19 to take a very close look at that because what was
20 put forward by the devel oper was conpletely the
21 opposite. | was just sitting there. | nean, | was
22 neeting wwth themand barely paying attention and |
23 counted 35 cars in 30 mnutes nmaking that |eft-hand
24 turn and | cannot imagine how it could be once the
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1 building goes up. It is going to be conpletely
2 chaotic. So I'd ask that you guys take a very cl ose
3 look at that one. That's all | have to say.
4 CHAI RMAN GELLER:  Thank you. Anybody
5 else? D d you raise your hand? No? Go ahead.
6 M5. MR Judy Mr, 11 Longwood. The
7 only thing | could add to that is we're there al
8 the tine. That left turn doesn't stop |ike ever.
9 It's not like there is a break, so we can j ust
10 inagine the constant novenent of traffic.
11 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Thank you.
12 M5. DOYLE: Nancy Doyle, 11 Longwood.
13 | would just like to thank you for your conmment and
14 | amoffering ny bal cony overl ooki ng Longwood. |If
15 anybody wants to see what's really going on, you can
16 cone 24/7 and | would be nore than happy to have you
17 observe it frommy bal cony.
18 CHAl RVAN GELLER: | know you don't
19 nean 24/7. | feel conpelled to ask a question of
20 the developer, which is: In your mnd, do you draw
21 a distinction between the kind of facility that many
22 of the people here are describing which sort of -- |
23 nean, is it akinto the facilities that we have as
24 the one on Beacon street where | live, and there are
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1 two, | believe, on Center Street, which are really

2 elderly-stepped housing and elderly care facilities,
3 and what you're proposing to build which you

4 described as 55-plus? You want to speak to that?

5 MR DHANDA: Raj Dhanda, devel oper.

6 This is a 55-plus age restricted devel opnent. This
7 is not what sone of the things have been descri bed.
8 Is it possible and true that sonmebody be there 65,

9 sonebody be there 75? This is not independent

10 living. This is not assisted living. This is plain
11 and sinple 55. And I'm sure you can | ook around the
12 roomand the |last nunber of us are at 55.

13 CHAl RVAN GELLER: | woul d have to

14 |ook very far.

15 MR. ENGLER: Commonly referred to as
16 active adult. It's not age restricted. |It's not 65
17 and ol der.

18 MR. DHANDA: The ot her very inportant
19 thing | want to say is that this building will have
20 a vast anount of activities from Beacon Street. So
21 the picture being painted that we will have chaos,
22 gridlock, super gridlock, totally jammed | think is
23 exagger at ed.
24 |'ve been in that spot since
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1 Septenber of 1987 when Judith's father |eased to ne

2 for Nina's as what's part of currently Trader Joe's,

3 and | have seen it all. The traffic report speaks

4 for itself. | think it's very accurate. Could

5 sonebody find sone five-m nute area on sone day

6 there is nore traffic than others? Yes.

7 | spoke to M ke Murphy who is from

8 the police departnment. He is head of the traffic.

9 One day | asked himto conme and stand with me in the
10 parking lot, and his coment, | quote, "This is |ike
11 any nornal Brookline street.”

12 The post office trucks have noved out
13 of Beacon Street -- out of Sewall Avenue and that

14 has nmade a dramatic amount of difference. A couple
15 of years ago, if | had said you could find a parking
16 spot on Sewall Avenue, it wouldn't have happened.

17 There are days in which there are opened spots. And
18 people who go to Trader Joe's, they often don't even
19 go into the parking lot. They park on the street

20 Dbecause there are open spots. So ny 31 years of

21 looking at that intersection, it's alittle

22 different than the picture that's bei ng painted.

23 And | would be happy to get M ke Murphy, the police
24 captain, to cone and talk about it. | think it
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1 would be wonderful and enlightening.
2 Anyways, |long and short, | think the
3 key difference, no, it isn't the type of buildings
4 that are -- this is being conpared to. | anticipate
5 this to be fewer tenants having parked cars, fewer
6 people using Sewal |l Avenue, nore people using Beacon
7 Street, vast anount of Uber or whatever else. So |
8 don't see that this could be the kind of problem
9 MR ENGLER M. Chairman, if |
10 may -- and frankly nmy comment is a little bit nore
11 for the public that's turned out because the Board
12 knows this. | nmean, ny client has representation
13 about the existing conditions. People in the room
14 have firsthand know edge of the existing conditions.
15 That's why peer review is inportant because peer
16 reviewers represent the Town's interests and not --
17 Yes, the Zoning Board's interest, but the Zoning
18 Board represents the Town of Brookline including the
19 people in the room So the peer review consultants
20 wll look at our report, look at M. Gllon's
21 concerns presunmably through Maria and the Board,
22 | ook at the nei ghborhood comments.
23 And the nice thing about traffic
24 unlike some other parts of the application is a |ot
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1 of it is based on commonly accepted practices,

2 methodol ogies technical reviews. Mst of it is not
3 subjective, so | wuld say -- | nean, we've been

4 involved in a ot of 40Bs in Brookline, and I can't
5 think of any going in where everybody was in

6 agreenent relative to the existing conditions and

7 the traffic and the circulation. And this

8 applicationis no different. So | also think it's

9 inportant to recognize that all the issues are not
10 going to be addressed -- or identified and addressed
11 by or on July 11, you know, that we have sone tine.
12 We will receive the conmments and we'll roll up our
13 sleeves and see what we can do.

14 So | see sone famliar faces here

15 that have been to our other 40B, but perhaps soneone
16 in the audience, it's kind of their first so they

17 should feel confortable to know that the peer

18 reviewers do -- the Town is engaged. This is not

19 their first rodeo either, so they have a | ot of
20 experience and precedence on other projects that |
21 think will be inportant for this as well.
22 So it's an iterative process, one
23 that we look forward in engaging in. | think
24 there's been some good coments raised tonight, and
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1 we'll certainly ook at those critically and val ue

2 the information that's submtted by the peer

3 reviewers and go fromthere.

4 CHAI RVMAN GELLER:  Thank you. Do you
5 have a question?

6 MS. SHI VDASANI : Lisa Shivdasani. So
7 1 thought you asked a very interesting question

8 about what kind of 55-plus it is. | sat here and

9 thought howis that different? Because ny nomis at
10 100 Center Street, and at first | thought, Onh, okay,
11 so maybe there is sonething that's really different,
12 and then | started thinking, Is there really? You
13 know, a lot of people who go into a 55-plus

14 community are there because they're approaching

15 retirement, and it's not often a place they go into
16 thinking, 1'mgoing to nove again and agai n.

17 They're going there to build friends and build

18 famly and have a support network and they want to
19 be with people of the sane need. They don't want to
20 be in a building with people who are twenty. And so
21 that maybe if not everybody is 75 or 85 or 95 at the
22 sanme nonent, people that live there at 55, if you're
23 noving into a coimmunity |Iike that, you're noving
24 into a community like that to stay. You want those
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1 support services and it just has a different feel to
2 that kind of a building.

3 | think you asked an interesting

4 question that got ne thinking about what is the

5 difference, but as | went in one direction, | cane

6 back in the other and | thought ultimately there

7 isn't a difference because the people, even if they
8 all nove in today or tonmorrow at 55, a |ot of them
9 are there to stay because that's what they're

10 looking for, is that network. | think it's a good
11 thing for us to think about.

12 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  Thank you. Ckay.
13 So our next hearing. Maria, do you have anything to
14 add?

15 M5. POVERVAN. | have a comment or

16 question. So the question is actually traffic

17 related and what deals with the current state of our
18 econony and transportation. |Is there a way or have
19 there been studies which take into account Uber
20 trips, which take into account Amazon deliveries.
21 CHAl RVAN GELLER: Wy don't you hold
22 off on that?
23 M5. POVERVAN. Wl |, |'m wondering.
24 CHAI RVAN GELLER: | think that's a
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1 fit topic or question to ask the peer reviewer.

2 M5. POVERMVAN.  Ckay.

3 CHAl RVAN GELLER:  The answer doesn't
4 exist tonight.

5 M5. POVERMAN. | know it doesn't

6 which is why | wanted to pose it now.

7 CHAI RVAN GELLER: Let's keep it,

8 wite it down. It's a good question. Ask it July
9 11.

10 M5. POVERVAN. | wll do that.

11 CHAI RVAN GELLER: So the next hearing
12 is July 11th, 7 p.m hopefully upstairs. If not,
13 people will have to talk or speak |loudly again. |
14 want to thank everyone for their participation and
15 their testinony. And again, if there is additional
16 information that you do have, please submt it in
17 witten fashion to Maria Mrelli, Planning

18 Departnent. It will get posted and it wll get

19 circulated to the board nenbers.
20 Thank you everyone. Have a good
21 eveni ng.
22 (Wher eupon, the hearing adjourned at
23 8 p.m)
24
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         1                  P R O C E E D I N G S



         2                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Good evening, 



         3  everyone.  We are reconvening our hearing for a 



         4  comprehensive permit involving a property at 1299 



         5  Beacon Street.  And as you recall, we held a site 



         6  visit on May 30, and our last actual hearing was May 



         7  9. 



         8                 Tonight's hearing will be dedicated 



         9  to, as usual, we'll get an update from staff.  We 



        10  will then open up the floor to get testimony from 



        11  the public.  I want to lay a few ground rules.  



        12  Tonight's hearing we're not being photographed; 



        13  however, there is a stenographic record and is 



        14  there --



        15                 MS. MORELLI:  We don't have a 



        16  recording tonight. 



        17                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  That is the public 



        18  record.  As we noted before, the copies of what is 



        19  being transcribed are available approximately two 



        20  weeks after the hearing.  You will be able to find 



        21  that information on the Town's website, Planning 



        22  Department, so you'll be able to get copies of this 



        23  transcript as well was the transcripts from all 



        24  prior hearings.  
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         1                 If you do want to offer testimony, 



         2  start by giving us your name, give us your address.  



         3  I would ask that you listen carefully to what your 



         4  predecessors offer in testimony.  It will make for a 



         5  very long evening if people just repeat the same 



         6  information.  We certainly want to hear it if you 



         7  would agree with information that somebody before 



         8  you gave us.  You can certainly point accusingly at 



         9  them and say, I disagree with them.  Happy to hear 



        10  it.  



        11                 Other administrative details?  



        12  Anything?  No?  No?  Did I miss anything? 



        13                 MS. MORELLI:  I just want to note, 



        14  I'm Maria Morelli, senior planner at the Planning 



        15  Department.  I'm working on this project with my 



        16  colleague, Ashley Clark, who is the planner in our 



        17  department as well, and Alison Steinfeld, planning 



        18  director, is with us tonight. 



        19                 Just a few administrative details.  



        20  The website is under construction during this time.  



        21  You can consult it and you'll see all plans and 



        22  documents related to this case.  However, anything 



        23  that we upload will be lost when there is a 



        24  conversion made in mid-July.  Therefore, we're going 
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         1  to refrain from posting letters and plans that we 



         2  received during this five to six-week period. 



         3                 I do have some of your e-mail 



         4  addresses.  If there is anything that you want, 



         5  please e-mail me, and I will make sure that you 



         6  receive it promptly via e-mail.  In mid-July, 



         7  anything that we receive during this five to 



         8  six-week period will promptly be updated. 



         9                 Please note any correspondence that 



        10  you send to the ZBA through our staff always 



        11  immediately gets forwarded to the ZBA peer reviewers 



        12  and we maintain a record of it.  So that's just one 



        13  detail. 



        14                 If you want to send comments to the 



        15  ZBA, it's very helpful to send them in advance and 



        16  in writing.  You can send them to me, the Planning 



        17  Department.  If you need my contact information, 



        18  it's on our website or you can just talk to me after 



        19  the hearing. 



        20                 We will be continuing this hearing on 



        21  July 11, and before I lose track of this, at our 



        22  last hearing we had scheduled two hearings in July 



        23  for peer review and the first being July 11, the 



        24  second, July 18.  I understand Mr. Geller will not 
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         1  be available on the 18th, so I would like to confirm 



         2  that we can have that second hearing in July on the 



         3  25th.  



         4                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  I'm not available. 



         5                 MS. MORELLI:  So I think the 25th is 



         6  a Wednesday.  That following week, Johanna, or is it 



         7  that entire week you're not available?  



         8                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  It's Tuesday through 



         9  Thursday that week. 



        10                 MS. MORELLI:  Would July 23 -- 



        11                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  I'm sorry, no. 



        12                 MS. MORELLI:  Anything the following 



        13  week?  



        14                 MS. POVERMAN:  I'm out of town for 



        15  two weeks. 



        16                 MS. MORELLI:  So what we could do is 



        17  we could think about having -- we could try to have 



        18  a really, really long hearing on the 11th?  That's a 



        19  possibility rather than postponing peer review like 



        20  a whole month and a half.  



        21                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  You got something 



        22  else? 



        23                 MS. MORELLI:  I'm sorry?  July we can 



        24  have all peer review, traffic, parking along with 
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         1  design.  Is that something that you're willing to do 



         2  on July 11?  Okay.  So we are not going to have two 



         3  hearings in July, we will have one, and that will 



         4  consist of staff presentation, traffic, parking, and 



         5  site building design peer review on July 11.  



         6                 The last time we met on May 9 we 



         7  talked about application completeness which is part 



         8  of procedures here, and the application is 



         9  considered complete per the requirements of the 



        10  state and local regulations; however, I did list 



        11  areas where we do need additional info regarding 



        12  those categories of required materials and detail or 



        13  clarity, and there were additional things that were 



        14  not part of the requirements that I also did ask 



        15  for, and the project team has been very willing to 



        16  provide it. 



        17                 What I've received, I received site 



        18  sections with additional dimensional detail, an 



        19  Atlas map which I did ask for with a proposed site 



        20  plan, overlay, and distances between structures, 



        21  shadow studies, and a 3D model.  What I'm still 



        22  waiting for is the site plan of existing conditions 



        23  prepared by a surveyor; elevations with more 



        24  details; the height of the -- calculated, and the 3D 
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         1  model update with facade details. 



         2                 At the site visit we did want a site 



         3  plan with existing conditions and even though we 



         4  were disappointed we didn't have it, it turned out 



         5  to be a boon because we did discuss -- the 



         6  Commissioner did discuss the need for the abutting 



         7  properties; that's Trader Joe's, parcel -- Doctor 



         8  Heinberg's parcel and the post office parcel that 



         9  they be represented on the site plan and the project 



        10  team and the applicant are willing to provide that.  



        11  We just need to add a little more time.  We should 



        12  be getting that at the end of June, and that works 



        13  out well with our hearing schedule. 



        14                 THE STENOGRAPHER:  Could you keep 



        15  your voice up?  



        16                 MR. MEICKLEJOHN:  I was asking which 



        17  commissioner she said.  It's the building 



        18  commissioner.  



        19                 MS. MORELLI:  That is really the 



        20  report on application completeness.  If you have any 



        21  further questions, I'm glad to answer them.  



        22                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Any questions?  



        23                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  No.  



        24                 MS. POVERMAN:  No. 
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         1                 MS. MORELLI:  One thing we might want 



         2  to anticipate regarding peer reviews.  They are 



         3  technical, and it would be helpful to maybe focus 



         4  comments that are technical in nature even though 



         5  that would just help, I think, use the peer 



         6  reviewer's time of those hearings, if you want to 



         7  say more about that, Mr. Geller.  



         8                 MS. POVERMAN:  I don't understand 



         9  what you mean. 



        10                 MS. MORELLI:  When we have the peer 



        11  review in July, it is helpful if there are any 



        12  questions from the public if they're focused on 



        13  technical questions for the peer reviewers.  



        14                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Yes.  Yes.  So the 



        15  peer review that we are doing will be traffic, 



        16  parking, and design, and those peer review reports, 



        17  one, predicated on a review of what is the 



        18  developer's proposal and, frankly, their experts 



        19  have generated. 



        20                 So for instance, in the case of 



        21  parking, our peer reviewer reviews their traffic 



        22  report, and the peer reviewer's response is a 



        23  technical response.  Did they look at the right 



        24  intersection?  Have they used the correct 
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         1  parameters?  Are the appropriate studies taken into 



         2  account?  Is it the as-built versus the to-be-built 



         3  parameter correct?  So it's technical. 



         4                 And I think what Maria is saying is 



         5  if people have comments that pertain to these 



         6  technical aspects of the project, your comments 



         7  should focus on the technical aspects, rather than 



         8  broader subjective issues.  Is that a fair 



         9  statement? 



        10                 MS. MORELLI:  Yes.  



        11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Anything else? 



        12                 MS. MORELLI:  That's it.  Thanks.  



        13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Great.  Thank you.  



        14  Again, for the record, Meicklejohn, Geller, 



        15  Poverman, Schneider. 



        16                 We did get a fair amount of written 



        17  materials.  I want to thank everyone for submitting 



        18  those materials.  I can't stress enough how 



        19  important it is that we get it in writing.  It helps 



        20  us to actually look at it, think about it in advance 



        21  of hearings, and obviously we have it in particular 



        22  when the topic that, whatever the comment pertains 



        23  to, comes up.  So I want to thank those who did 



        24  submit those materials.  And I want to encourage 
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         1  those who didn't submit written materials, if you do 



         2  have testimony to offer, please submit it in written 



         3  fashion. 



         4                 Having said that, to those of you who 



         5  did put something in writing, I would ask that if 



         6  you want to offer testimony, absolutely, but we 



         7  don't need you to take out what you've written to us 



         8  and simply read it.  We do read the materials and we 



         9  don't need you to read it to us.  So that would be 



        10  my one other ask. 



        11                 Just by a show of hands how many 



        12  people want to offer testimony this evening?  So 



        13  what I think we will do is we will work from the 



        14  back of the room forward, and if people could just 



        15  stand in their place.  And then again, if you would 



        16  start with your name and your address, that would be 



        17  great.  Sir?  



        18                 MR. BINCHES:  Fred Binches, 46 Marion 



        19  Street.  First, a procedure question.  On your 



        20  comments that you just made and we submit comments 



        21  to the peer reviewer or are they going to be 



        22  restricted just to a response from the applicant?  



        23                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  You should submit 



        24  your questions that pertain to these peer review 
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         1  topics.  You should submit them to Maria.  The peer 



         2  reviewer -- depending on the question, the peer 



         3  reviewer will make an effort if it's within their 



         4  box to answer the question.  At least that's been my 



         5  experience.  



         6                 MR. BINCHES:  Okay.  There may be 



         7  questions that they may not look at in response.  



         8  Can we widen it a little bit and still keep it in 



         9  their purview anyways?  



        10                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  We'll find out.  



        11                 MR. BINCHES:  So much for procedural 



        12  questions.  A comment on the actual parking, and 



        13  this gets into what I just said.  I think they need 



        14  to look at a fairly wide horizon on the whole 



        15  Coolidge Corner area.  Based on the earlier plans 



        16  that were submitted, the staff parking and the six 



        17  buffer parking spaces which could fill up, the time 



        18  it's going to take for the valet parking, assuming 



        19  they show up for work, to move these cars in and 



        20  out, six buffer parking spaces, five minutes easily 



        21  to get these vehicles in and out of the garage.  



        22  We're talking about 74 units, 99 parking spaces.  



        23  That could lead possibly to as many as 25 available 



        24  for retail parking, customers coming and going.  The 
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         1  buffer parking spaces fill up.  The traffic is now 



         2  blocking Sewall Avenue, public safety questions, 



         3  blocking the post office.  You're about probably 400 



         4  feet from the intersection of Longwood and Sewall 



         5  Avenue.  That backs up and people are probably not 



         6  going to be going around in circles trying to get 



         7  into their own parking spaces.  They're going to sit 



         8  there waiting to get in. 



         9                 If you walk on Longwood Avenue, 



        10  that's a major access through to Boston, Boston EMS 



        11  as well as Brookline EMS, the whole thing.  So I 



        12  think there are substantial ripple effects that 



        13  occur very close and I think in this case here the 



        14  problems, those concentric circles so-to-speak of 



        15  this whole mess are going to be very close and cause 



        16  some serious problems involving public safety which 



        17  is something that is an irrelevant topic of this 



        18  whole discussion.  Thank you.  



        19                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Yes, 



        20  ma'am?  



        21                 MS. ABRAHAMMER:  Good evening.  My 



        22  name is Nora Abrahammer and I'm the president of 



        23  Temple Sinai, which is at 50 Sewall Avenue. 



        24                 We are in favor of affordable 



















�

                                                               14









         1  housing, but we are not in favor of the traffic 



         2  patterns as there has been only presented very well 



         3  that we project will occur.  It's traffic and it's 



         4  safety.  A fire truck, if all the people are waiting 



         5  to get into the garage on Sewall Avenue, a fire 



         6  truck will be not be able to get through.  Sewall is 



         7  already a narrow street and a one-way street.  So 



         8  eight to ten floors, people trying to park their 



         9  cars, if it's residential, two stories of 



        10  commercial, and then deliveries and pickups, and 



        11  it's just, as you said, a snowball effect nightmare. 



        12                 And the one other piece that I would 



        13  add is that we have about 170 children attending our 



        14  school.  Parents are coming and dropping off their 



        15  kids and picking up their kids, and then there are 



        16  kids who are walking to school.  Again, you've got 



        17  all kinds of safety issues regarding that.  



        18                 So thank you and we very much 



        19  appreciate your attention to this.  



        20                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody 



        21  in the next row?  No?  Moving forward, anybody? 



        22                 MS. SYDNEY:  Hi, my name is Roberta 



        23  Sydney, S-Y-D-N-E-Y, like the city of Australia.  I 



        24  represent two properties, KS Company Trust at 1309 
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         1  Beacon Street and Harvard Beacon, LLC at 1319 



         2  Beacon.  Both of those properties are right next 



         3  door, one next to the other, next to the property at 



         4  1299 Beacon.  We have someone today that I would 



         5  like to introduce who is going to talk about some of 



         6  our concerns from the traffic perspective.  



         7                 MR. GILLON:  Good evening.  My name 



         8  is Jack Gillon, again with Gillon Associates out of 



         9  Weymouth.  



        10                 MS. POVERMAN:  I would like to ask a 



        11  question.  1309 and 1319, what exactly -- is that 



        12  for Trader Joe's?  



        13                 MS. SYDNEY:  Trader Joe's and Beth 



        14  Israel Hospital and so forth are at 1309 Beacon 



        15  Street building with the parking garage in the back 



        16  and 75 parking spaces underneath 1309.  1319 is the 



        17  corner of Harvard and Beacon and it has a Bank of 



        18  America and some office spaces and a service parking 



        19  lot in the back.  



        20                 MS. POVERMAN:  Thank you.  



        21                 MS. SYDNEY:  You're welcome.  



        22                 MR. GILLON:  I've been in traffic 



        23  since actually 1971 when I started here in 



        24  Brookline.  I've been doing other things before that 
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         1  with United Engineers, but it's been a while. 



         2                 I did look over the letters.  I did 



         3  look over the report.  I have not spent an awful lot 



         4  of time on this, but I do have some initial concerns 



         5  and questions, and not that we're going to get them 



         6  answered tonight, but I would like to see them 



         7  addressed by the peer review people or by the 



         8  consultant himself at some point, because you'll see 



         9  what the concerns are. 



        10                 We noticed that the traffic counts 



        11  were taken for the weekday in September of 2016.  We 



        12  didn't see if those numbers were adjusted at the one 



        13  percent for 2018 before using normal factors in 



        14  other projects up to the year 2025.  So obviously we 



        15  would like to know that.  They did use one percent 



        16  growth rate from a Mass DOT counting station, but 



        17  I'm not sure which counting station they had used or 



        18  why, so maybe we can take a look at that. 



        19                 There was no parking survey.  It's 



        20  hard -- usually what you'll do is when you look at 



        21  parking, you look at what existing parking you have, 



        22  both legal and illegal, and that will tell you what 



        23  your capacity is in the area, both on street and off 



        24  street.  If there's a deficit, you won't be able to 
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         1  take care of that or at least address that in the 



         2  future, if it's not going to be on your property, 



         3  then where is it going to be?  So if you don't have 



         4  a deficit, you're going to have illegal parking in 



         5  Brookline and that's what you don't want because 



         6  that's a safety issue affecting the ambulance and 



         7  fire and all that.  



         8                 Also, there are times when you do a 



         9  capacity calculation where the volumes are fairly 



        10  light and it would render a good level disservice 



        11  but there may be a police officer in the peak hour 



        12  like there used to be -- Billy Barner used to be at 



        13  the corner of Longwood and Harvard Street and he'd 



        14  watch the traffic up Coolidge Corner, and when the 



        15  traffic coming with him, he'd hold -- Longwood would 



        16  almost act like an actuation and carry that through.  



        17  What I'm saying is sometimes there are things that 



        18  aren't measured by the machine when doing capacity 



        19  calculations, so I would like to know if the 



        20  observed delays are similar to calculated delays, 



        21  and if so, should they be adjusted.  We don't know 



        22  at this point. 



        23                 The January counts for the weekend 



        24  were counted on the 16th I believe it was.  And 
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         1  Boston College, Boston University were still not 



         2  back.  That was a long weekend.  Martin Luther King 



         3  holiday was on the 13th and my kids never went back 



         4  until the Sunday or the Monday before class and that 



         5  was a holiday and a lot of the people, a lot of the 



         6  BU kids probably weren't in the area on that 



         7  Saturday.  Usually, I find that December counts are 



         8  about six percent lower than the annual average 



         9  daily counts.  And on this one they adjusted for a 



        10  three percent and that may be fine in this 



        11  particular area if everything is at capacity most of 



        12  the time, but I would like to know where they got 



        13  that.  



        14                 I did notice that with their 



        15  calculations Longwood Avenue does have a bill cue 



        16  from Hancock Street back to Sewall Avenue, 262 



        17  feet -- I think 250 feet to 260 feet and the 



        18  distance is only like 240, so that would render the 



        19  left-turn lane into Trader Joe's useless.  We would 



        20  like to know if there is something that they would 



        21  propose such as a "don't block the bar" signage, 



        22  pavement markings.  Is there something that they are 



        23  proposing that would mitigate the additional impact 



        24  on that area.  
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         1                 MS. POVERMAN:  I didn't understand 



         2  the first part of what you were saying in terms of 



         3  what the length -- 



         4                 MR. GILLON:  The cueing.  The 



         5  calculation shown herein show that there is a 263 



         6  foot backup on Longwood Avenue from Harvard Street 



         7  during the evening peak hour.  If the block is only 



         8  240 feet long, they're saying that the cue will go 



         9  all the way back.  And obviously that would block 



        10  the entrance and exit of Trader Joe's.  



        11                 MS. POVERMAN:  Thank you.  



        12                 MR. GILLON:  The parking lifts that 



        13  they're talking about, I'm familiar with them on a 



        14  cursory level.  I know they have them at Harvard 



        15  Medical School, and I know they installed them on 



        16  Tully Street -- my wife is buried across the 



        17  street -- but I've never seen them being used.  It 



        18  says Brookline has them and adopted them and allowed 



        19  them to be used here in the town.  I know that you 



        20  do need the valet because there was a fellow killed 



        21  in New York city operating them himself, so I do 



        22  know they require a valet to park and unpark 



        23  vehicles of those lifts.  And the question is if we 



        24  are bringing the consultants, there's going to be 19 
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         1  vehicles per hour pulling into their site in the 



         2  evening peak hour.  If there are 19 pulling in, 



         3  that's about one per three minutes.  How long does 



         4  it take to park a car in the lift, bring it down, 



         5  bring it out, bring the lift back up and be able to 



         6  load it again?  So is the capacity of the lift 



         7  sufficient to accommodate the demand, and will they 



         8  have sufficient attendants? 



         9                 There may be two lifts but I'm not 



        10  sure if they're going to have them fully operational 



        11  both during the peak hours.  I don't know how long 



        12  it takes to park and unpark a vehicle on a lift and 



        13  dispose of it downstairs and then bring it all back 



        14  up again.  I mean, you can't just leave it there, 



        15  you got to bring it back up and get ready for the 



        16  next guy.  I don't know how long that takes and 



        17  obviously if it's not something that works well, and 



        18  in inclement weather, maybe the rain is -- I don't 



        19  know that at all.  It would be nice to know that 



        20  that detail isn't an element that would hinder the 



        21  site. 



        22                 Let's talk about retail.  I notice 



        23  that the 12,285 square feet, if you look at the 



        24  parking report, that would say that retail size 
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         1  would require about 46 parking spaces.  Now, I know 



         2  that they have adjusted them because people in the 



         3  building are going to shop there.  Some people are 



         4  going to get off the T, but if there is going to be 



         5  a big store, not everybody is going to come by 



         6  probably and walk.  I'm sure they're not expecting 



         7  everybody to walk there, but how many people, if 



         8  needed, is going to stay there.  I don't know.  How 



         9  many people dropping in and out, I don't know that.  



        10  What is the existing parking spots, what is the 



        11  existing demand.  Is there going to be somebody 



        12  else?  I don't see anything of that.  It would be 



        13  nice to know some of that. 



        14                 These are just some initial comments, 



        15  questions.  I'm sure I will have others because I 



        16  know how good -- but these things that I think that 



        17  your consultant or your town -- I know Todd quite 



        18  well.  I used to work with him.  He did bring out 



        19  the question of the time for the lifts, he did bring 



        20  that out, I think, or maybe it was a letter from the 



        21  fellow, but nonetheless, I don't want to waste your 



        22  time.  There's a lot of people that live there.  I 



        23  live in Raynham.  I would like to hear their 



        24  questions and write them down and maybe cite some of 
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         1  those issues myself.  Thank you.  



         2                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I have a question.  



         3  Would you be resubmitting this information in 



         4  written form?  



         5                 MR. GILLON:  I hope so. 



         6                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I hope so too.  



         7                 MR. ENGLER:  Mr. Chairman, I was 



         8  going to ask that question.  It will be helpful for 



         9  our traffic engineer to get those comments in 



        10  writing.  



        11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Yes.  



        12                 MR. GILLON:  Thank you.  



        13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody 



        14  else?  Sir?  



        15                 MR. SHIVDASANI:  R. Shivdasani, 



        16  S-H-I-V-D-A-S-A-N-I.  I live at 51 Sewall Avenue 



        17  just across the street from the proposed project.  I 



        18  submitted a lengthy letter today.  You may have had 



        19  a chance to see it and in the spirit of what you 



        20  said, I will only paraphrase what I said earlier, 



        21  otherwise we'll be here for a long time. 



        22                 Really the issue has come down to the 



        23  safety of Sewall Avenue.  Sewall Avenue is a narrow 



        24  one-way street that services one of the busiest 
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         1  grocery stores in the Commonwealth, a religious 



         2  institution that runs programs from morning to the 



         3  evening, and a post office that is arguably the 



         4  busiest post office in the city because it now has 



         5  not only a delivery function but also a sorting 



         6  function that begins at about 4 a.m.  I know because 



         7  I hear it.  



         8                 One of the main reasons why there is 



         9  no parking anywhere in the area for large chunks of 



        10  time in the day is because most of the postal 



        11  deliveries are occurring by private vehicles.  All 



        12  of the big postal vans that currently park on Beacon 



        13  Street which the residents lobbied for two or three 



        14  years with the Traffic Department to have them moved 



        15  away from Sewall Avenue because they were blocking 



        16  traffic and making snow removal almost impossible.  



        17  Those are the vehicles that service the deliveries, 



        18  deliveries that are increasing in volume.  The post 



        19  office is now contracted with Amazon, and it's only 



        20  a matter of time before they contract with others, 



        21  because if the post office -- the US Post Office 



        22  wants to stay solvent, Brookline is their answer. 



        23                 So as a result, there are about 



        24  thirty or forty postal workers who bring their 
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         1  private cars and park all along Sewall Avenue back 



         2  into the intersection of St. Paul Street and all 



         3  along Longwood Avenue from the corner of Sewall 



         4  Avenue heading almost back to Marshall Street, and 



         5  certainly halfway from St. Paul to Marshall.  



         6  They're there from about 6:00 or 7 a.m. to at least 



         7  9:00 or 10 a.m. because they're sorting postal 



         8  materials and then they come back on Sewall Avenue 



         9  between 8:30 and 10:30 and the only way they can 



        10  load their cars is by double-parking. 



        11                 So included in my letter today were a 



        12  number of photographs.  Those are taken on any 



        13  average typical day.  You'll have three to seven 



        14  cars lined up, all with their trunks open because 



        15  the postal workers go in and bring out a load and 



        16  put it in the back of their cars.  This creates a 



        17  traffic jam now under a situation where Nina's 



        18  approximately -- I believe you represented 5,000 



        19  square foot space, has twelve parking spots. 



        20                 We're talking about replacing those 



        21  twelve street level parking spots where cars can zip 



        22  in and out with fair ease with a system where the 



        23  only way for shoppers to get there is to either take 



        24  one of the six buffer spots or wait for a valet to 
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         1  take their car down the elevator.  You can only 



         2  imagine what clients are likely to do.  They 



         3  probably would do exactly what the UPS delivery 



         4  trucks, the Fed Ex delivery trucks, et cetera, do 



         5  which is to pull up on the sidewalk and block both 



         6  pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 



         7                 So Sewall Avenue is currently 



         8  stretched to its limits.  It can certainly 



         9  accommodate some reasonable scale of development.  



        10  And I want to emphasize that the neighborhood has 



        11  been discussing this for a long time and we 



        12  genuinely value affordable housing.  There is no 



        13  doubt in anyone's mind that a residential structure 



        14  over there would be preferable to a building that's 



        15  not particularly attractive, as it stands now.  We 



        16  are all in favor of that but it has to be to a scale 



        17  that will accommodate the very real and legitimate 



        18  safety concerns. 



        19                 It strikes me that there are several 



        20  very important omissions from the material that have 



        21  been submitted today.  The impression in the 



        22  applicant's proposal seems to assume that 74 units 



        23  or 55-plus will just walk everywhere or ride a bike 



        24  everywhere and take the T and they will be 



















�

                                                               26









         1  incentivized by a discount for the MBTA pass.  I 



         2  don't think people who are paying the rent that the 



         3  area would likely command will be incentivized by a 



         4  $6 discount on the MBTA.  More likely they will be 



         5  getting more deliveries.  They'll be using the ride 



         6  share services; Uber, Lyft, et cetera, all of which 



         7  are proposed to service through Sewall Avenue. 



         8                 But much more importantly than that 



         9  is walking through any of the areas that are senior 



        10  dominated.  Any time during the day there's dozens 



        11  of cars.  I know this because my mother-in-law lives 



        12  at the Center Communities of Brookline at 100 Second 



        13  Street.  It's impossible to find parking in a very 



        14  large block radius during the day because who is 



        15  there; home health aides, visiting nurses, physical 



        16  therapists, and you can only expect the elderly 



        17  population will attract that kind of business and 



        18  parking and the safety of exit and entry has not 



        19  been adequately addressed in the proposal.  Like I 



        20  said, many of these points are in my letter with 



        21  photographic documentation. 



        22                 I'll just end with one important 



        23  point, and that has to do with the truck and van 



        24  deliveries.  I can only imagine that the 74 
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         1  residential units where the amount of on-line 



         2  shopping is increasing and twelve and a quarter 



         3  thousand square feet of retail space, there's going 



         4  to be a very large volume of truck deliveries.  



         5  There's no way that can be obviated until all drones 



         6  are all set up, which is not going to happen in the 



         7  time frame of this proposal. 



         8                 So there is a single loading dock 



         9  that's been proposed, and one has to consider what 



        10  the turning radius is on Sewall Avenue.  It's 



        11  impossible for a large truck to turn right into that 



        12  lot unless you have virtually no curb, just 



        13  considering the physics of a radius.  And therefore, 



        14  what these trucks are likely to do is to do a K-turn 



        15  and block traffic for that much longer at the mouth 



        16  of Sewall Avenue which feeds obviously as you know 



        17  much of that part of Brookline.  That's for the 



        18  trucks to get in. 



        19                 How are the trucks going to get out?  



        20  There is only way to get out and that is to back 



        21  out.  When they back out, they're not going to be 



        22  able to see the pedestrian as well.  There is a line 



        23  of trees along the post office, and I hope the trees 



        24  stay there, and there is a Dumpster.  The person 
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         1  backing a truck out is going to be unable to see, 



         2  drive very, very slowly with the beep, beep, beep.  



         3  That's good.  That's safe, but they're not going to 



         4  be able to back out all the way without someone 



         5  standing there blocking traffic much of the time 



         6  depending on the length of the truck and the 



         7  experience of the driver.  When that happens, the 



         8  way the driveway is set up, no car is going to be 



         9  able to come in.  So when a truck is loading or 



        10  unloading that part of the driveway is spoken for. 



        11                 And think also about what is going to 



        12  happen with a 55-plus population.  They're going to 



        13  have the ride.  They're going to have elder day care 



        14  services, all of which takes much longer to load 



        15  their passengers, so the 19 cars that are supposed 



        16  to circulate with seamless ease are not going to be 



        17  able to do that just realistically. 



        18                 All I'm proposing is that the Board 



        19  and the peer reviewers look very critically at the 



        20  assumptions in the study because they seem to me, 



        21  from a fair share, to be quite seriously flawed.  



        22                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  



        23  Question?  



        24                 MR. MEICKLEJOHN:  A question about 
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         1  your letter.  In the last page of it you have some 



         2  suggestions for the design of the project.  One of 



         3  them is a proposal that you increase underground 



         4  parking to at least four levels underground.  I want 



         5  to understand.  Is it intended to have more space 



         6  and therefore not the mechanical valet rather than 



         7  to change the number of total parking spaces 



         8  available or is it both of those things?  



         9                 MR. SHIVDASANI:  Thank you very much 



        10  for asking.  There's two purposes for putting that 



        11  in.  I want to be very clear as a community, as a 



        12  neighborhood, we would very much like to offer 



        13  constructive input.  This is not about don't do this 



        14  here, do build this here.  We really want to help 



        15  craft a project of correct scale and of the correct 



        16  impact on the safety of the neighborhood. 



        17                 It's struck me -- and only the back 



        18  of the envelope calculation -- I thought about the 



        19  square footage in that garage.  I thought about the 



        20  amount of area that will be used by ramps if you're 



        21  going to go down.  I thought that maybe 99 parking 



        22  spaces may be about right.  I think the 



        23  professionals will tell you when that is the correct 



        24  density of parking spots for that amount of 
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         1  residential and commercial space.  My instinct is 



         2  that it's a little low, but I'll let the 



         3  professionals pass judgement on that. 



         4                 It struck me that the number of 



         5  double tiers that demand a valet.  Valets gets sick.  



         6  Automobile lifts don't work.  One could obviate all 



         7  of that simply by not having any backup.  Somebody 



         8  could pull right in and go right down the ramp to 



         9  their spot.  I thought that would require probably 



        10  three -- I said four just because it might give you 



        11  wider spaces, because the other thing that the 



        12  proposal has not accounted at all is that you need 



        13  wider spaces for 55-plus clientele.  How is someone 



        14  who is on a walker or in the wheelchair going to get 



        15  into their car?  Maybe they can only do it by coming 



        16  outside and the valet will have them do it on the 



        17  street -- in the driveway, but that's just going to 



        18  back up the other 19 cars and dissipate it in an 



        19  hour.  So these things really have to be thought 



        20  about creatively, constructively, but critically so 



        21  that the right project ends up where it is. 



        22                 If I may take the opportunity to 



        23  respond to one more point that I neglected to make.  



        24  It's in my letter and has to do with snow removal.  
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         1  Already Sewall Avenue is at its limits, but a very 



         2  average picture.  I wanted even more snow piled up.  



         3  In fairness to the process I put an average picture 



         4  there.  Where is snow going to go?  Even now with 



         5  the twelve parking spots and the few that are rented 



         6  out to Trader Joe's, that sidewalk is covered.  



         7  Pedestrians are routinely and I repeat routinely 



         8  walking on the street.  We always see people in 



         9  wheelchairs every single day on the street, not on 



        10  the sidewalks.  Sometimes they can't use the 



        11  sidewalk because a truck is parked over there.  



        12  Other times between the post office and the current 



        13  state of repair in front of Nina's property the 



        14  sidewalk is essentially not navigatable.  So we have 



        15  to think about snow.  



        16                 Trash removal, there is no Dumpster 



        17  for a building of 74 residents and 12,000 square 



        18  feet of retail space.  Where is that going to be?  



        19  What if you put a Dumpster where the loading truck 



        20  is?  You can't use that for loading.  You can't 



        21  unload food in front of a Dumpster, so you have to 



        22  have a separate setup for that.  The proposal 



        23  doesn't address any of this in the way where it can 



        24  be evaluated fairly and objectively.  
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         1                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody 



         2  in that row?  No?  Sir?  



         3                 MR. ROSENCRANTZ:  Robert Rosencrantz.  



         4  I'm a trustee at 11 Longwood Avenue, Brookline, and 



         5  in the interest of expediting the meeting, I just 



         6  want to express my agreement with all the concerns 



         7  that were raised about the safety, the safety for 



         8  the residents, the safety for the kids that are 



         9  being dropped off at day school, and the safety for 



        10  those being carried down Longwood Avenue in an 



        11  ambulance where time is of the essence in order to 



        12  get them safely to the hospital.  Thank you.  



        13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  This 



        14  row?  No?  I know nobody in this row wants to say 



        15  anything.  Okay.  Did we miss anybody?  I want to 



        16  make sure.  No.  Okay.  Sir?  



        17                 MR. DAVIS:  My name is Jonathan 



        18  Davis, 125 Park Street, also a town meeting member.  



        19  I would like to pick up on something that the 



        20  previous speaker mentioned.  I thought I heard him 



        21  mention about the need of over 55 residents for home 



        22  health assistance.  And I also have a mother-in-law 



        23  who lives at 100 Center Street.  These people who 



        24  live at 100 Center Street cannot afford the kinds of 
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         1  rents that would be charged, the most part in the 80 



         2  percent of the project that would be market rate, 



         3  but nevertheless, they have a substantial need for 



         4  home health assistance.  I think that that's likely 



         5  to happen with over 55, over 65, over 70, over 75 



         6  residents of the proposed project.  I think you can 



         7  get some sense of the amount of parking that the 



         8  home health aides need if you contact the public 



         9  because -- 



        10                 MS. POVERMAN:  Public Works?  



        11                 MR. DAVIS:  If you contract the 



        12  Public Works Department here because aides at 100 



        13  Center Street often have to apply for overnight and 



        14  long-term parking at the small Center Street lot, 



        15  the West Center Street lot where the farmer's market 



        16  is typically held.  You may get a sense of the 



        17  volume of cars that are generated by the aides at 



        18  100 Center Street.  You can also check 100 Center 



        19  Street itself to see to what extent they permit 



        20  aides to park at 100 Center Street which does have a 



        21  small lot.  



        22                 MS. KATES:  Not at all.  They don't 



        23  allow it.  My name is Beth Kates.  I live on Center 



        24  Street, and I live across the street from 100 Center 
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         1  and not only are the home health aides parking on 



         2  the street because 100 Center charges for parking 



         3  and they can't afford to pay for space so they park 



         4  throughout the neighborhood.  But I haven't looked 



         5  at the recent emergency logs for fire and ambulance, 



         6  but last year there were over 250 calls to 100 



         7  Center Street, and as we all know, when you dial 911 



         8  in Brookline, you get at least a fire truck, a 



         9  police car, and an ambulance.  So if you can imagine 



        10  that over 250 times a year on Sewall Avenue.  There 



        11  you go.  



        12                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Sir?  



        13                 MR. WEITZMAN:  Don Weitzman, Babcock 



        14  Street, also a town meeting member, Precinct 8.  



        15  First of all, I want to concur with the concerns 



        16  about traffic that several people have expressed. 



        17                 The one other item I want to bring 



        18  up, I hope this isn't peripheral, but consideration 



        19  of Charles Street, which is a very short one block.  



        20  It's a peculiar street because it's -- if you turn 



        21  onto it from Harvard, you have no place to go except 



        22  into a parking lot.  Sometimes cars go in there and 



        23  have to turn around in rush hour.  It's a very short 



        24  block and the traffic going toward Harvard gets 



















�

                                                               35









         1  backed up.  So I just want to make sure that kind of 



         2  ripple effect of additional traffic on Sewall and 



         3  everything, the effect on that on Charles is also 



         4  considered.  



         5                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Sir?  



         6                 MR. SPELLMAN:  Kyle Spellman, 



         7  co-owner of the Trader Joe's and Bank of America 



         8  building.  I would ask that the Board take a really 



         9  close look at the traffic study, and specifically 



        10  how it relates to turning off of Harvard Avenue onto 



        11  Longwood.  We recently had a meeting there and we 



        12  were sitting at the Bruegger's Bagels.  In just a 



        13  half hour I counted 35 cars making a left from 



        14  Harvard onto Longwood.  And the traffic study that 



        15  was put forward from the developer showed something 



        16  very different. 



        17                 I know we have Jack here who is going 



        18  to be submitting a report, but I would ask you guys 



        19  to take a very close look at that because what was 



        20  put forward by the developer was completely the 



        21  opposite.  I was just sitting there.  I mean, I was 



        22  meeting with them and barely paying attention and I 



        23  counted 35 cars in 30 minutes making that left-hand 



        24  turn and I cannot imagine how it could be once the 
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         1  building goes up.  It is going to be completely 



         2  chaotic.  So I'd ask that you guys take a very close 



         3  look at that one.  That's all I have to say.  



         4                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody 



         5  else?  Did you raise your hand?  No?  Go ahead.  



         6                 MS. MIR:  Judy Mir, 11 Longwood.  The 



         7  only thing I could add to that is we're there all 



         8  the time.  That left turn doesn't stop like ever.  



         9  It's not like there is a break, so we can just 



        10  imagine the constant movement of traffic.  



        11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  



        12                 MS. DOYLE:  Nancy Doyle, 11 Longwood.  



        13  I would just like to thank you for your comment and 



        14  I am offering my balcony overlooking Longwood.  If 



        15  anybody wants to see what's really going on, you can 



        16  come 24/7 and I would be more than happy to have you 



        17  observe it from my balcony.  



        18                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I know you don't 



        19  mean 24/7.  I feel compelled to ask a question of 



        20  the developer, which is:  In your mind, do you draw 



        21  a distinction between the kind of facility that many 



        22  of the people here are describing which sort of -- I 



        23  mean, is it akin to the facilities that we have as 



        24  the one on Beacon street where I live, and there are 
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         1  two, I believe, on Center Street, which are really 



         2  elderly-stepped housing and elderly care facilities, 



         3  and what you're proposing to build which you 



         4  described as 55-plus?  You want to speak to that?  



         5                 MR. DHANDA:  Raj Dhanda, developer.  



         6  This is a 55-plus age restricted development.  This 



         7  is not what some of the things have been described.  



         8  Is it possible and true that somebody be there 65, 



         9  somebody be there 75?  This is not independent 



        10  living.  This is not assisted living.  This is plain 



        11  and simple 55.  And I'm sure you can look around the 



        12  room and the last number of us are at 55.  



        13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I would have to 



        14  look very far. 



        15                 MR. ENGLER:  Commonly referred to as 



        16  active adult.  It's not age restricted.  It's not 65 



        17  and older.  



        18                 MR. DHANDA:  The other very important 



        19  thing I want to say is that this building will have 



        20  a vast amount of activities from Beacon Street.  So 



        21  the picture being painted that we will have chaos, 



        22  gridlock, super gridlock, totally jammed I think is 



        23  exaggerated. 



        24                 I've been in that spot since 
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         1  September of 1987 when Judith's father leased to me 



         2  for Nina's as what's part of currently Trader Joe's, 



         3  and I have seen it all.  The traffic report speaks 



         4  for itself.  I think it's very accurate.  Could 



         5  somebody find some five-minute area on some day 



         6  there is more traffic than others?  Yes. 



         7                 I spoke to Mike Murphy who is from 



         8  the police department.  He is head of the traffic.  



         9  One day I asked him to come and stand with me in the 



        10  parking lot, and his comment, I quote, "This is like 



        11  any normal Brookline street." 



        12                 The post office trucks have moved out 



        13  of Beacon Street -- out of Sewall Avenue and that 



        14  has made a dramatic amount of difference.  A couple 



        15  of years ago, if I had said you could find a parking 



        16  spot on Sewall Avenue, it wouldn't have happened.  



        17  There are days in which there are opened spots.  And 



        18  people who go to Trader Joe's, they often don't even 



        19  go into the parking lot.  They park on the street 



        20  because there are open spots.  So my 31 years of 



        21  looking at that intersection, it's a little 



        22  different than the picture that's being painted.  



        23  And I would be happy to get Mike Murphy, the police 



        24  captain, to come and talk about it.  I think it 
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         1  would be wonderful and enlightening. 



         2                 Anyways, long and short, I think the 



         3  key difference, no, it isn't the type of buildings 



         4  that are -- this is being compared to.  I anticipate 



         5  this to be fewer tenants having parked cars, fewer 



         6  people using Sewall Avenue, more people using Beacon 



         7  Street, vast amount of Uber or whatever else.  So I 



         8  don't see that this could be the kind of problem. 



         9                 MR. ENGLER:  Mr. Chairman, if I 



        10  may -- and frankly my comment is a little bit more 



        11  for the public that's turned out because the Board 



        12  knows this.  I mean, my client has representation 



        13  about the existing conditions.  People in the room 



        14  have firsthand knowledge of the existing conditions.  



        15  That's why peer review is important because peer 



        16  reviewers represent the Town's interests and not -- 



        17  Yes, the Zoning Board's interest, but the Zoning 



        18  Board represents the Town of Brookline including the 



        19  people in the room.  So the peer review consultants 



        20  will look at our report, look at Mr. Gillon's 



        21  concerns presumably through Maria and the Board, 



        22  look at the neighborhood comments. 



        23                 And the nice thing about traffic 



        24  unlike some other parts of the application is a lot 
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         1  of it is based on commonly accepted practices, 



         2  methodologies technical reviews.  Most of it is not 



         3  subjective, so I would say -- I mean, we've been 



         4  involved in a lot of 40Bs in Brookline, and I can't 



         5  think of any going in where everybody was in 



         6  agreement relative to the existing conditions and 



         7  the traffic and the circulation.  And this 



         8  application is no different.  So I also think it's 



         9  important to recognize that all the issues are not 



        10  going to be addressed -- or identified and addressed 



        11  by or on July 11, you know, that we have some time.  



        12  We will receive the comments and we'll roll up our 



        13  sleeves and see what we can do. 



        14                 So I see some familiar faces here 



        15  that have been to our other 40B, but perhaps someone 



        16  in the audience, it's kind of their first so they 



        17  should feel comfortable to know that the peer 



        18  reviewers do -- the Town is engaged.  This is not 



        19  their first rodeo either, so they have a lot of 



        20  experience and precedence on other projects that I 



        21  think will be important for this as well. 



        22                 So it's an iterative process, one 



        23  that we look forward in engaging in.  I think 



        24  there's been some good comments raised tonight, and 
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         1  we'll certainly look at those critically and value 



         2  the information that's submitted by the peer 



         3  reviewers and go from there. 



         4                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Do you 



         5  have a question?  



         6                 MS. SHIVDASANI:  Lisa Shivdasani.  So 



         7  I thought you asked a very interesting question 



         8  about what kind of 55-plus it is.  I sat here and 



         9  thought how is that different?  Because my mom is at 



        10  100 Center Street, and at first I thought, Oh, okay, 



        11  so maybe there is something that's really different, 



        12  and then I started thinking, Is there really?  You 



        13  know, a lot of people who go into a 55-plus 



        14  community are there because they're approaching 



        15  retirement, and it's not often a place they go into 



        16  thinking, I'm going to move again and again.  



        17  They're going there to build friends and build 



        18  family and have a support network and they want to 



        19  be with people of the same need.  They don't want to 



        20  be in a building with people who are twenty.  And so 



        21  that maybe if not everybody is 75 or 85 or 95 at the 



        22  same moment, people that live there at 55, if you're 



        23  moving into a community like that, you're moving 



        24  into a community like that to stay.  You want those 
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         1  support services and it just has a different feel to 



         2  that kind of a building. 



         3                 I think you asked an interesting 



         4  question that got me thinking about what is the 



         5  difference, but as I went in one direction, I came 



         6  back in the other and I thought ultimately there 



         7  isn't a difference because the people, even if they 



         8  all move in today or tomorrow at 55, a lot of them 



         9  are there to stay because that's what they're 



        10  looking for, is that network.  I think it's a good 



        11  thing for us to think about.  



        12                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Okay.  



        13  So our next hearing.  Maria, do you have anything to 



        14  add?  



        15                 MS. POVERMAN:  I have a comment or 



        16  question.  So the question is actually traffic 



        17  related and what deals with the current state of our 



        18  economy and transportation.  Is there a way or have 



        19  there been studies which take into account Uber 



        20  trips, which take into account Amazon deliveries. 



        21                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Why don't you hold 



        22  off on that?  



        23                 MS. POVERMAN:  Well, I'm wondering.  



        24                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I think that's a 
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         1  fit topic or question to ask the peer reviewer.  



         2                 MS. POVERMAN:  Okay.  



         3                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  The answer doesn't 



         4  exist tonight.  



         5                 MS. POVERMAN:  I know it doesn't 



         6  which is why I wanted to pose it now.  



         7                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Let's keep it, 



         8  write it down.  It's a good question.  Ask it July 



         9  11.  



        10                 MS. POVERMAN:  I will do that.  



        11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  So the next hearing 



        12  is July 11th, 7 p.m. hopefully upstairs.  If not, 



        13  people will have to talk or speak loudly again.  I 



        14  want to thank everyone for their participation and 



        15  their testimony.  And again, if there is additional 



        16  information that you do have, please submit it in 



        17  written fashion to Maria Morelli, Planning 



        18  Department.  It will get posted and it will get 



        19  circulated to the board members. 



        20                 Thank you everyone.  Have a good 



        21  evening.  



        22                 (Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 



        23  8 p.m.)



        24                 
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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

 2                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Good evening,

 3  everyone.  We are reconvening our hearing for a

 4  comprehensive permit involving a property at 1299

 5  Beacon Street.  And as you recall, we held a site

 6  visit on May 30, and our last actual hearing was May

 7  9.

 8                 Tonight's hearing will be dedicated

 9  to, as usual, we'll get an update from staff.  We

10  will then open up the floor to get testimony from

11  the public.  I want to lay a few ground rules.

12  Tonight's hearing we're not being photographed;

13  however, there is a stenographic record and is

14  there --

15                 MS. MORELLI:  We don't have a

16  recording tonight.

17                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  That is the public

18  record.  As we noted before, the copies of what is

19  being transcribed are available approximately two

20  weeks after the hearing.  You will be able to find

21  that information on the Town's website, Planning

22  Department, so you'll be able to get copies of this

23  transcript as well was the transcripts from all

24  prior hearings.
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 1                 If you do want to offer testimony,

 2  start by giving us your name, give us your address.

 3  I would ask that you listen carefully to what your

 4  predecessors offer in testimony.  It will make for a

 5  very long evening if people just repeat the same

 6  information.  We certainly want to hear it if you

 7  would agree with information that somebody before

 8  you gave us.  You can certainly point accusingly at

 9  them and say, I disagree with them.  Happy to hear

10  it.

11                 Other administrative details?

12  Anything?  No?  No?  Did I miss anything?

13                 MS. MORELLI:  I just want to note,

14  I'm Maria Morelli, senior planner at the Planning

15  Department.  I'm working on this project with my

16  colleague, Ashley Clark, who is the planner in our

17  department as well, and Alison Steinfeld, planning

18  director, is with us tonight.

19                 Just a few administrative details.

20  The website is under construction during this time.

21  You can consult it and you'll see all plans and

22  documents related to this case.  However, anything

23  that we upload will be lost when there is a

24  conversion made in mid-July.  Therefore, we're going
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 1  to refrain from posting letters and plans that we

 2  received during this five to six-week period.

 3                 I do have some of your e-mail

 4  addresses.  If there is anything that you want,

 5  please e-mail me, and I will make sure that you

 6  receive it promptly via e-mail.  In mid-July,

 7  anything that we receive during this five to

 8  six-week period will promptly be updated.

 9                 Please note any correspondence that

10  you send to the ZBA through our staff always

11  immediately gets forwarded to the ZBA peer reviewers

12  and we maintain a record of it.  So that's just one

13  detail.

14                 If you want to send comments to the

15  ZBA, it's very helpful to send them in advance and

16  in writing.  You can send them to me, the Planning

17  Department.  If you need my contact information,

18  it's on our website or you can just talk to me after

19  the hearing.

20                 We will be continuing this hearing on

21  July 11, and before I lose track of this, at our

22  last hearing we had scheduled two hearings in July

23  for peer review and the first being July 11, the

24  second, July 18.  I understand Mr. Geller will not

0006

 1  be available on the 18th, so I would like to confirm

 2  that we can have that second hearing in July on the

 3  25th.

 4                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  I'm not available.

 5                 MS. MORELLI:  So I think the 25th is

 6  a Wednesday.  That following week, Johanna, or is it

 7  that entire week you're not available?

 8                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  It's Tuesday through

 9  Thursday that week.

10                 MS. MORELLI:  Would July 23 --

11                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  I'm sorry, no.

12                 MS. MORELLI:  Anything the following

13  week?

14                 MS. POVERMAN:  I'm out of town for

15  two weeks.

16                 MS. MORELLI:  So what we could do is

17  we could think about having -- we could try to have

18  a really, really long hearing on the 11th?  That's a

19  possibility rather than postponing peer review like

20  a whole month and a half.

21                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  You got something

22  else?

23                 MS. MORELLI:  I'm sorry?  July we can

24  have all peer review, traffic, parking along with
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 1  design.  Is that something that you're willing to do

 2  on July 11?  Okay.  So we are not going to have two

 3  hearings in July, we will have one, and that will

 4  consist of staff presentation, traffic, parking, and

 5  site building design peer review on July 11.

 6                 The last time we met on May 9 we

 7  talked about application completeness which is part

 8  of procedures here, and the application is

 9  considered complete per the requirements of the

10  state and local regulations; however, I did list

11  areas where we do need additional info regarding

12  those categories of required materials and detail or

13  clarity, and there were additional things that were

14  not part of the requirements that I also did ask

15  for, and the project team has been very willing to

16  provide it.

17                 What I've received, I received site

18  sections with additional dimensional detail, an

19  Atlas map which I did ask for with a proposed site

20  plan, overlay, and distances between structures,

21  shadow studies, and a 3D model.  What I'm still

22  waiting for is the site plan of existing conditions

23  prepared by a surveyor; elevations with more

24  details; the height of the -- calculated, and the 3D
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 1  model update with facade details.

 2                 At the site visit we did want a site

 3  plan with existing conditions and even though we

 4  were disappointed we didn't have it, it turned out

 5  to be a boon because we did discuss -- the

 6  Commissioner did discuss the need for the abutting

 7  properties; that's Trader Joe's, parcel -- Doctor

 8  Heinberg's parcel and the post office parcel that

 9  they be represented on the site plan and the project

10  team and the applicant are willing to provide that.

11  We just need to add a little more time.  We should

12  be getting that at the end of June, and that works

13  out well with our hearing schedule.

14                 THE STENOGRAPHER:  Could you keep

15  your voice up?

16                 MR. MEICKLEJOHN:  I was asking which

17  commissioner she said.  It's the building

18  commissioner.

19                 MS. MORELLI:  That is really the

20  report on application completeness.  If you have any

21  further questions, I'm glad to answer them.

22                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Any questions?

23                 MS. SCHNEIDER:  No.

24                 MS. POVERMAN:  No.
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 1                 MS. MORELLI:  One thing we might want

 2  to anticipate regarding peer reviews.  They are

 3  technical, and it would be helpful to maybe focus

 4  comments that are technical in nature even though

 5  that would just help, I think, use the peer

 6  reviewer's time of those hearings, if you want to

 7  say more about that, Mr. Geller.

 8                 MS. POVERMAN:  I don't understand

 9  what you mean.

10                 MS. MORELLI:  When we have the peer

11  review in July, it is helpful if there are any

12  questions from the public if they're focused on

13  technical questions for the peer reviewers.

14                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Yes.  Yes.  So the

15  peer review that we are doing will be traffic,

16  parking, and design, and those peer review reports,

17  one, predicated on a review of what is the

18  developer's proposal and, frankly, their experts

19  have generated.

20                 So for instance, in the case of

21  parking, our peer reviewer reviews their traffic

22  report, and the peer reviewer's response is a

23  technical response.  Did they look at the right

24  intersection?  Have they used the correct
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 1  parameters?  Are the appropriate studies taken into

 2  account?  Is it the as-built versus the to-be-built

 3  parameter correct?  So it's technical.

 4                 And I think what Maria is saying is

 5  if people have comments that pertain to these

 6  technical aspects of the project, your comments

 7  should focus on the technical aspects, rather than

 8  broader subjective issues.  Is that a fair

 9  statement?

10                 MS. MORELLI:  Yes.

11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Anything else?

12                 MS. MORELLI:  That's it.  Thanks.

13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Great.  Thank you.

14  Again, for the record, Meicklejohn, Geller,

15  Poverman, Schneider.

16                 We did get a fair amount of written

17  materials.  I want to thank everyone for submitting

18  those materials.  I can't stress enough how

19  important it is that we get it in writing.  It helps

20  us to actually look at it, think about it in advance

21  of hearings, and obviously we have it in particular

22  when the topic that, whatever the comment pertains

23  to, comes up.  So I want to thank those who did

24  submit those materials.  And I want to encourage
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 1  those who didn't submit written materials, if you do

 2  have testimony to offer, please submit it in written

 3  fashion.

 4                 Having said that, to those of you who

 5  did put something in writing, I would ask that if

 6  you want to offer testimony, absolutely, but we

 7  don't need you to take out what you've written to us

 8  and simply read it.  We do read the materials and we

 9  don't need you to read it to us.  So that would be

10  my one other ask.

11                 Just by a show of hands how many

12  people want to offer testimony this evening?  So

13  what I think we will do is we will work from the

14  back of the room forward, and if people could just

15  stand in their place.  And then again, if you would

16  start with your name and your address, that would be

17  great.  Sir?

18                 MR. BINCHES:  Fred Binches, 46 Marion

19  Street.  First, a procedure question.  On your

20  comments that you just made and we submit comments

21  to the peer reviewer or are they going to be

22  restricted just to a response from the applicant?

23                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  You should submit

24  your questions that pertain to these peer review
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 1  topics.  You should submit them to Maria.  The peer

 2  reviewer -- depending on the question, the peer

 3  reviewer will make an effort if it's within their

 4  box to answer the question.  At least that's been my

 5  experience.

 6                 MR. BINCHES:  Okay.  There may be

 7  questions that they may not look at in response.

 8  Can we widen it a little bit and still keep it in

 9  their purview anyways?

10                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  We'll find out.

11                 MR. BINCHES:  So much for procedural

12  questions.  A comment on the actual parking, and

13  this gets into what I just said.  I think they need

14  to look at a fairly wide horizon on the whole

15  Coolidge Corner area.  Based on the earlier plans

16  that were submitted, the staff parking and the six

17  buffer parking spaces which could fill up, the time

18  it's going to take for the valet parking, assuming

19  they show up for work, to move these cars in and

20  out, six buffer parking spaces, five minutes easily

21  to get these vehicles in and out of the garage.

22  We're talking about 74 units, 99 parking spaces.

23  That could lead possibly to as many as 25 available

24  for retail parking, customers coming and going.  The
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 1  buffer parking spaces fill up.  The traffic is now

 2  blocking Sewall Avenue, public safety questions,

 3  blocking the post office.  You're about probably 400

 4  feet from the intersection of Longwood and Sewall

 5  Avenue.  That backs up and people are probably not

 6  going to be going around in circles trying to get

 7  into their own parking spaces.  They're going to sit

 8  there waiting to get in.

 9                 If you walk on Longwood Avenue,

10  that's a major access through to Boston, Boston EMS

11  as well as Brookline EMS, the whole thing.  So I

12  think there are substantial ripple effects that

13  occur very close and I think in this case here the

14  problems, those concentric circles so-to-speak of

15  this whole mess are going to be very close and cause

16  some serious problems involving public safety which

17  is something that is an irrelevant topic of this

18  whole discussion.  Thank you.

19                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Yes,

20  ma'am?

21                 MS. ABRAHAMMER:  Good evening.  My

22  name is Nora Abrahammer and I'm the president of

23  Temple Sinai, which is at 50 Sewall Avenue.

24                 We are in favor of affordable
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 1  housing, but we are not in favor of the traffic

 2  patterns as there has been only presented very well

 3  that we project will occur.  It's traffic and it's

 4  safety.  A fire truck, if all the people are waiting

 5  to get into the garage on Sewall Avenue, a fire

 6  truck will be not be able to get through.  Sewall is

 7  already a narrow street and a one-way street.  So

 8  eight to ten floors, people trying to park their

 9  cars, if it's residential, two stories of

10  commercial, and then deliveries and pickups, and

11  it's just, as you said, a snowball effect nightmare.

12                 And the one other piece that I would

13  add is that we have about 170 children attending our

14  school.  Parents are coming and dropping off their

15  kids and picking up their kids, and then there are

16  kids who are walking to school.  Again, you've got

17  all kinds of safety issues regarding that.

18                 So thank you and we very much

19  appreciate your attention to this.

20                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody

21  in the next row?  No?  Moving forward, anybody?

22                 MS. SYDNEY:  Hi, my name is Roberta

23  Sydney, S-Y-D-N-E-Y, like the city of Australia.  I

24  represent two properties, KS Company Trust at 1309
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 1  Beacon Street and Harvard Beacon, LLC at 1319

 2  Beacon.  Both of those properties are right next

 3  door, one next to the other, next to the property at

 4  1299 Beacon.  We have someone today that I would

 5  like to introduce who is going to talk about some of

 6  our concerns from the traffic perspective.

 7                 MR. GILLON:  Good evening.  My name

 8  is Jack Gillon, again with Gillon Associates out of

 9  Weymouth.

10                 MS. POVERMAN:  I would like to ask a

11  question.  1309 and 1319, what exactly -- is that

12  for Trader Joe's?

13                 MS. SYDNEY:  Trader Joe's and Beth

14  Israel Hospital and so forth are at 1309 Beacon

15  Street building with the parking garage in the back

16  and 75 parking spaces underneath 1309.  1319 is the

17  corner of Harvard and Beacon and it has a Bank of

18  America and some office spaces and a service parking

19  lot in the back.

20                 MS. POVERMAN:  Thank you.

21                 MS. SYDNEY:  You're welcome.

22                 MR. GILLON:  I've been in traffic

23  since actually 1971 when I started here in

24  Brookline.  I've been doing other things before that
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 1  with United Engineers, but it's been a while.

 2                 I did look over the letters.  I did

 3  look over the report.  I have not spent an awful lot

 4  of time on this, but I do have some initial concerns

 5  and questions, and not that we're going to get them

 6  answered tonight, but I would like to see them

 7  addressed by the peer review people or by the

 8  consultant himself at some point, because you'll see

 9  what the concerns are.

10                 We noticed that the traffic counts

11  were taken for the weekday in September of 2016.  We

12  didn't see if those numbers were adjusted at the one

13  percent for 2018 before using normal factors in

14  other projects up to the year 2025.  So obviously we

15  would like to know that.  They did use one percent

16  growth rate from a Mass DOT counting station, but

17  I'm not sure which counting station they had used or

18  why, so maybe we can take a look at that.

19                 There was no parking survey.  It's

20  hard -- usually what you'll do is when you look at

21  parking, you look at what existing parking you have,

22  both legal and illegal, and that will tell you what

23  your capacity is in the area, both on street and off

24  street.  If there's a deficit, you won't be able to
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 1  take care of that or at least address that in the

 2  future, if it's not going to be on your property,

 3  then where is it going to be?  So if you don't have

 4  a deficit, you're going to have illegal parking in

 5  Brookline and that's what you don't want because

 6  that's a safety issue affecting the ambulance and

 7  fire and all that.

 8                 Also, there are times when you do a

 9  capacity calculation where the volumes are fairly

10  light and it would render a good level disservice

11  but there may be a police officer in the peak hour

12  like there used to be -- Billy Barner used to be at

13  the corner of Longwood and Harvard Street and he'd

14  watch the traffic up Coolidge Corner, and when the

15  traffic coming with him, he'd hold -- Longwood would

16  almost act like an actuation and carry that through.

17  What I'm saying is sometimes there are things that

18  aren't measured by the machine when doing capacity

19  calculations, so I would like to know if the

20  observed delays are similar to calculated delays,

21  and if so, should they be adjusted.  We don't know

22  at this point.

23                 The January counts for the weekend

24  were counted on the 16th I believe it was.  And
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 1  Boston College, Boston University were still not

 2  back.  That was a long weekend.  Martin Luther King

 3  holiday was on the 13th and my kids never went back

 4  until the Sunday or the Monday before class and that

 5  was a holiday and a lot of the people, a lot of the

 6  BU kids probably weren't in the area on that

 7  Saturday.  Usually, I find that December counts are

 8  about six percent lower than the annual average

 9  daily counts.  And on this one they adjusted for a

10  three percent and that may be fine in this

11  particular area if everything is at capacity most of

12  the time, but I would like to know where they got

13  that.

14                 I did notice that with their

15  calculations Longwood Avenue does have a bill cue

16  from Hancock Street back to Sewall Avenue, 262

17  feet -- I think 250 feet to 260 feet and the

18  distance is only like 240, so that would render the

19  left-turn lane into Trader Joe's useless.  We would

20  like to know if there is something that they would

21  propose such as a "don't block the bar" signage,

22  pavement markings.  Is there something that they are

23  proposing that would mitigate the additional impact

24  on that area.
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 1                 MS. POVERMAN:  I didn't understand

 2  the first part of what you were saying in terms of

 3  what the length --

 4                 MR. GILLON:  The cueing.  The

 5  calculation shown herein show that there is a 263

 6  foot backup on Longwood Avenue from Harvard Street

 7  during the evening peak hour.  If the block is only

 8  240 feet long, they're saying that the cue will go

 9  all the way back.  And obviously that would block

10  the entrance and exit of Trader Joe's.

11                 MS. POVERMAN:  Thank you.

12                 MR. GILLON:  The parking lifts that

13  they're talking about, I'm familiar with them on a

14  cursory level.  I know they have them at Harvard

15  Medical School, and I know they installed them on

16  Tully Street -- my wife is buried across the

17  street -- but I've never seen them being used.  It

18  says Brookline has them and adopted them and allowed

19  them to be used here in the town.  I know that you

20  do need the valet because there was a fellow killed

21  in New York city operating them himself, so I do

22  know they require a valet to park and unpark

23  vehicles of those lifts.  And the question is if we

24  are bringing the consultants, there's going to be 19
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 1  vehicles per hour pulling into their site in the

 2  evening peak hour.  If there are 19 pulling in,

 3  that's about one per three minutes.  How long does

 4  it take to park a car in the lift, bring it down,

 5  bring it out, bring the lift back up and be able to

 6  load it again?  So is the capacity of the lift

 7  sufficient to accommodate the demand, and will they

 8  have sufficient attendants?

 9                 There may be two lifts but I'm not

10  sure if they're going to have them fully operational

11  both during the peak hours.  I don't know how long

12  it takes to park and unpark a vehicle on a lift and

13  dispose of it downstairs and then bring it all back

14  up again.  I mean, you can't just leave it there,

15  you got to bring it back up and get ready for the

16  next guy.  I don't know how long that takes and

17  obviously if it's not something that works well, and

18  in inclement weather, maybe the rain is -- I don't

19  know that at all.  It would be nice to know that

20  that detail isn't an element that would hinder the

21  site.

22                 Let's talk about retail.  I notice

23  that the 12,285 square feet, if you look at the

24  parking report, that would say that retail size
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 1  would require about 46 parking spaces.  Now, I know

 2  that they have adjusted them because people in the

 3  building are going to shop there.  Some people are

 4  going to get off the T, but if there is going to be

 5  a big store, not everybody is going to come by

 6  probably and walk.  I'm sure they're not expecting

 7  everybody to walk there, but how many people, if

 8  needed, is going to stay there.  I don't know.  How

 9  many people dropping in and out, I don't know that.

10  What is the existing parking spots, what is the

11  existing demand.  Is there going to be somebody

12  else?  I don't see anything of that.  It would be

13  nice to know some of that.

14                 These are just some initial comments,

15  questions.  I'm sure I will have others because I

16  know how good -- but these things that I think that

17  your consultant or your town -- I know Todd quite

18  well.  I used to work with him.  He did bring out

19  the question of the time for the lifts, he did bring

20  that out, I think, or maybe it was a letter from the

21  fellow, but nonetheless, I don't want to waste your

22  time.  There's a lot of people that live there.  I

23  live in Raynham.  I would like to hear their

24  questions and write them down and maybe cite some of
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 1  those issues myself.  Thank you.

 2                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I have a question.

 3  Would you be resubmitting this information in

 4  written form?

 5                 MR. GILLON:  I hope so.

 6                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I hope so too.

 7                 MR. ENGLER:  Mr. Chairman, I was

 8  going to ask that question.  It will be helpful for

 9  our traffic engineer to get those comments in

10  writing.

11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Yes.

12                 MR. GILLON:  Thank you.

13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody

14  else?  Sir?

15                 MR. SHIVDASANI:  R. Shivdasani,

16  S-H-I-V-D-A-S-A-N-I.  I live at 51 Sewall Avenue

17  just across the street from the proposed project.  I

18  submitted a lengthy letter today.  You may have had

19  a chance to see it and in the spirit of what you

20  said, I will only paraphrase what I said earlier,

21  otherwise we'll be here for a long time.

22                 Really the issue has come down to the

23  safety of Sewall Avenue.  Sewall Avenue is a narrow

24  one-way street that services one of the busiest
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 1  grocery stores in the Commonwealth, a religious

 2  institution that runs programs from morning to the

 3  evening, and a post office that is arguably the

 4  busiest post office in the city because it now has

 5  not only a delivery function but also a sorting

 6  function that begins at about 4 a.m.  I know because

 7  I hear it.

 8                 One of the main reasons why there is

 9  no parking anywhere in the area for large chunks of

10  time in the day is because most of the postal

11  deliveries are occurring by private vehicles.  All

12  of the big postal vans that currently park on Beacon

13  Street which the residents lobbied for two or three

14  years with the Traffic Department to have them moved

15  away from Sewall Avenue because they were blocking

16  traffic and making snow removal almost impossible.

17  Those are the vehicles that service the deliveries,

18  deliveries that are increasing in volume.  The post

19  office is now contracted with Amazon, and it's only

20  a matter of time before they contract with others,

21  because if the post office -- the US Post Office

22  wants to stay solvent, Brookline is their answer.

23                 So as a result, there are about

24  thirty or forty postal workers who bring their
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 1  private cars and park all along Sewall Avenue back

 2  into the intersection of St. Paul Street and all

 3  along Longwood Avenue from the corner of Sewall

 4  Avenue heading almost back to Marshall Street, and

 5  certainly halfway from St. Paul to Marshall.

 6  They're there from about 6:00 or 7 a.m. to at least

 7  9:00 or 10 a.m. because they're sorting postal

 8  materials and then they come back on Sewall Avenue

 9  between 8:30 and 10:30 and the only way they can

10  load their cars is by double-parking.

11                 So included in my letter today were a

12  number of photographs.  Those are taken on any

13  average typical day.  You'll have three to seven

14  cars lined up, all with their trunks open because

15  the postal workers go in and bring out a load and

16  put it in the back of their cars.  This creates a

17  traffic jam now under a situation where Nina's

18  approximately -- I believe you represented 5,000

19  square foot space, has twelve parking spots.

20                 We're talking about replacing those

21  twelve street level parking spots where cars can zip

22  in and out with fair ease with a system where the

23  only way for shoppers to get there is to either take

24  one of the six buffer spots or wait for a valet to
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 1  take their car down the elevator.  You can only

 2  imagine what clients are likely to do.  They

 3  probably would do exactly what the UPS delivery

 4  trucks, the Fed Ex delivery trucks, et cetera, do

 5  which is to pull up on the sidewalk and block both

 6  pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

 7                 So Sewall Avenue is currently

 8  stretched to its limits.  It can certainly

 9  accommodate some reasonable scale of development.

10  And I want to emphasize that the neighborhood has

11  been discussing this for a long time and we

12  genuinely value affordable housing.  There is no

13  doubt in anyone's mind that a residential structure

14  over there would be preferable to a building that's

15  not particularly attractive, as it stands now.  We

16  are all in favor of that but it has to be to a scale

17  that will accommodate the very real and legitimate

18  safety concerns.

19                 It strikes me that there are several

20  very important omissions from the material that have

21  been submitted today.  The impression in the

22  applicant's proposal seems to assume that 74 units

23  or 55-plus will just walk everywhere or ride a bike

24  everywhere and take the T and they will be
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 1  incentivized by a discount for the MBTA pass.  I

 2  don't think people who are paying the rent that the

 3  area would likely command will be incentivized by a

 4  $6 discount on the MBTA.  More likely they will be

 5  getting more deliveries.  They'll be using the ride

 6  share services; Uber, Lyft, et cetera, all of which

 7  are proposed to service through Sewall Avenue.

 8                 But much more importantly than that

 9  is walking through any of the areas that are senior

10  dominated.  Any time during the day there's dozens

11  of cars.  I know this because my mother-in-law lives

12  at the Center Communities of Brookline at 100 Second

13  Street.  It's impossible to find parking in a very

14  large block radius during the day because who is

15  there; home health aides, visiting nurses, physical

16  therapists, and you can only expect the elderly

17  population will attract that kind of business and

18  parking and the safety of exit and entry has not

19  been adequately addressed in the proposal.  Like I

20  said, many of these points are in my letter with

21  photographic documentation.

22                 I'll just end with one important

23  point, and that has to do with the truck and van

24  deliveries.  I can only imagine that the 74
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 1  residential units where the amount of on-line

 2  shopping is increasing and twelve and a quarter

 3  thousand square feet of retail space, there's going

 4  to be a very large volume of truck deliveries.

 5  There's no way that can be obviated until all drones

 6  are all set up, which is not going to happen in the

 7  time frame of this proposal.

 8                 So there is a single loading dock

 9  that's been proposed, and one has to consider what

10  the turning radius is on Sewall Avenue.  It's

11  impossible for a large truck to turn right into that

12  lot unless you have virtually no curb, just

13  considering the physics of a radius.  And therefore,

14  what these trucks are likely to do is to do a K-turn

15  and block traffic for that much longer at the mouth

16  of Sewall Avenue which feeds obviously as you know

17  much of that part of Brookline.  That's for the

18  trucks to get in.

19                 How are the trucks going to get out?

20  There is only way to get out and that is to back

21  out.  When they back out, they're not going to be

22  able to see the pedestrian as well.  There is a line

23  of trees along the post office, and I hope the trees

24  stay there, and there is a Dumpster.  The person
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 1  backing a truck out is going to be unable to see,

 2  drive very, very slowly with the beep, beep, beep.

 3  That's good.  That's safe, but they're not going to

 4  be able to back out all the way without someone

 5  standing there blocking traffic much of the time

 6  depending on the length of the truck and the

 7  experience of the driver.  When that happens, the

 8  way the driveway is set up, no car is going to be

 9  able to come in.  So when a truck is loading or

10  unloading that part of the driveway is spoken for.

11                 And think also about what is going to

12  happen with a 55-plus population.  They're going to

13  have the ride.  They're going to have elder day care

14  services, all of which takes much longer to load

15  their passengers, so the 19 cars that are supposed

16  to circulate with seamless ease are not going to be

17  able to do that just realistically.

18                 All I'm proposing is that the Board

19  and the peer reviewers look very critically at the

20  assumptions in the study because they seem to me,

21  from a fair share, to be quite seriously flawed.

22                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.

23  Question?

24                 MR. MEICKLEJOHN:  A question about
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 1  your letter.  In the last page of it you have some

 2  suggestions for the design of the project.  One of

 3  them is a proposal that you increase underground

 4  parking to at least four levels underground.  I want

 5  to understand.  Is it intended to have more space

 6  and therefore not the mechanical valet rather than

 7  to change the number of total parking spaces

 8  available or is it both of those things?

 9                 MR. SHIVDASANI:  Thank you very much

10  for asking.  There's two purposes for putting that

11  in.  I want to be very clear as a community, as a

12  neighborhood, we would very much like to offer

13  constructive input.  This is not about don't do this

14  here, do build this here.  We really want to help

15  craft a project of correct scale and of the correct

16  impact on the safety of the neighborhood.

17                 It's struck me -- and only the back

18  of the envelope calculation -- I thought about the

19  square footage in that garage.  I thought about the

20  amount of area that will be used by ramps if you're

21  going to go down.  I thought that maybe 99 parking

22  spaces may be about right.  I think the

23  professionals will tell you when that is the correct

24  density of parking spots for that amount of
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 1  residential and commercial space.  My instinct is

 2  that it's a little low, but I'll let the

 3  professionals pass judgement on that.

 4                 It struck me that the number of

 5  double tiers that demand a valet.  Valets gets sick.

 6  Automobile lifts don't work.  One could obviate all

 7  of that simply by not having any backup.  Somebody

 8  could pull right in and go right down the ramp to

 9  their spot.  I thought that would require probably

10  three -- I said four just because it might give you

11  wider spaces, because the other thing that the

12  proposal has not accounted at all is that you need

13  wider spaces for 55-plus clientele.  How is someone

14  who is on a walker or in the wheelchair going to get

15  into their car?  Maybe they can only do it by coming

16  outside and the valet will have them do it on the

17  street -- in the driveway, but that's just going to

18  back up the other 19 cars and dissipate it in an

19  hour.  So these things really have to be thought

20  about creatively, constructively, but critically so

21  that the right project ends up where it is.

22                 If I may take the opportunity to

23  respond to one more point that I neglected to make.

24  It's in my letter and has to do with snow removal.
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 1  Already Sewall Avenue is at its limits, but a very

 2  average picture.  I wanted even more snow piled up.

 3  In fairness to the process I put an average picture

 4  there.  Where is snow going to go?  Even now with

 5  the twelve parking spots and the few that are rented

 6  out to Trader Joe's, that sidewalk is covered.

 7  Pedestrians are routinely and I repeat routinely

 8  walking on the street.  We always see people in

 9  wheelchairs every single day on the street, not on

10  the sidewalks.  Sometimes they can't use the

11  sidewalk because a truck is parked over there.

12  Other times between the post office and the current

13  state of repair in front of Nina's property the

14  sidewalk is essentially not navigatable.  So we have

15  to think about snow.

16                 Trash removal, there is no Dumpster

17  for a building of 74 residents and 12,000 square

18  feet of retail space.  Where is that going to be?

19  What if you put a Dumpster where the loading truck

20  is?  You can't use that for loading.  You can't

21  unload food in front of a Dumpster, so you have to

22  have a separate setup for that.  The proposal

23  doesn't address any of this in the way where it can

24  be evaluated fairly and objectively.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody

 2  in that row?  No?  Sir?

 3                 MR. ROSENCRANTZ:  Robert Rosencrantz.

 4  I'm a trustee at 11 Longwood Avenue, Brookline, and

 5  in the interest of expediting the meeting, I just

 6  want to express my agreement with all the concerns

 7  that were raised about the safety, the safety for

 8  the residents, the safety for the kids that are

 9  being dropped off at day school, and the safety for

10  those being carried down Longwood Avenue in an

11  ambulance where time is of the essence in order to

12  get them safely to the hospital.  Thank you.

13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  This

14  row?  No?  I know nobody in this row wants to say

15  anything.  Okay.  Did we miss anybody?  I want to

16  make sure.  No.  Okay.  Sir?

17                 MR. DAVIS:  My name is Jonathan

18  Davis, 125 Park Street, also a town meeting member.

19  I would like to pick up on something that the

20  previous speaker mentioned.  I thought I heard him

21  mention about the need of over 55 residents for home

22  health assistance.  And I also have a mother-in-law

23  who lives at 100 Center Street.  These people who

24  live at 100 Center Street cannot afford the kinds of
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 1  rents that would be charged, the most part in the 80

 2  percent of the project that would be market rate,

 3  but nevertheless, they have a substantial need for

 4  home health assistance.  I think that that's likely

 5  to happen with over 55, over 65, over 70, over 75

 6  residents of the proposed project.  I think you can

 7  get some sense of the amount of parking that the

 8  home health aides need if you contact the public

 9  because --

10                 MS. POVERMAN:  Public Works?

11                 MR. DAVIS:  If you contract the

12  Public Works Department here because aides at 100

13  Center Street often have to apply for overnight and

14  long-term parking at the small Center Street lot,

15  the West Center Street lot where the farmer's market

16  is typically held.  You may get a sense of the

17  volume of cars that are generated by the aides at

18  100 Center Street.  You can also check 100 Center

19  Street itself to see to what extent they permit

20  aides to park at 100 Center Street which does have a

21  small lot.

22                 MS. KATES:  Not at all.  They don't

23  allow it.  My name is Beth Kates.  I live on Center

24  Street, and I live across the street from 100 Center
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 1  and not only are the home health aides parking on

 2  the street because 100 Center charges for parking

 3  and they can't afford to pay for space so they park

 4  throughout the neighborhood.  But I haven't looked

 5  at the recent emergency logs for fire and ambulance,

 6  but last year there were over 250 calls to 100

 7  Center Street, and as we all know, when you dial 911

 8  in Brookline, you get at least a fire truck, a

 9  police car, and an ambulance.  So if you can imagine

10  that over 250 times a year on Sewall Avenue.  There

11  you go.

12                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Sir?

13                 MR. WEITZMAN:  Don Weitzman, Babcock

14  Street, also a town meeting member, Precinct 8.

15  First of all, I want to concur with the concerns

16  about traffic that several people have expressed.

17                 The one other item I want to bring

18  up, I hope this isn't peripheral, but consideration

19  of Charles Street, which is a very short one block.

20  It's a peculiar street because it's -- if you turn

21  onto it from Harvard, you have no place to go except

22  into a parking lot.  Sometimes cars go in there and

23  have to turn around in rush hour.  It's a very short

24  block and the traffic going toward Harvard gets
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 1  backed up.  So I just want to make sure that kind of

 2  ripple effect of additional traffic on Sewall and

 3  everything, the effect on that on Charles is also

 4  considered.

 5                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Sir?

 6                 MR. SPELLMAN:  Kyle Spellman,

 7  co-owner of the Trader Joe's and Bank of America

 8  building.  I would ask that the Board take a really

 9  close look at the traffic study, and specifically

10  how it relates to turning off of Harvard Avenue onto

11  Longwood.  We recently had a meeting there and we

12  were sitting at the Bruegger's Bagels.  In just a

13  half hour I counted 35 cars making a left from

14  Harvard onto Longwood.  And the traffic study that

15  was put forward from the developer showed something

16  very different.

17                 I know we have Jack here who is going

18  to be submitting a report, but I would ask you guys

19  to take a very close look at that because what was

20  put forward by the developer was completely the

21  opposite.  I was just sitting there.  I mean, I was

22  meeting with them and barely paying attention and I

23  counted 35 cars in 30 minutes making that left-hand

24  turn and I cannot imagine how it could be once the
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 1  building goes up.  It is going to be completely

 2  chaotic.  So I'd ask that you guys take a very close

 3  look at that one.  That's all I have to say.

 4                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Anybody

 5  else?  Did you raise your hand?  No?  Go ahead.

 6                 MS. MIR:  Judy Mir, 11 Longwood.  The

 7  only thing I could add to that is we're there all

 8  the time.  That left turn doesn't stop like ever.

 9  It's not like there is a break, so we can just

10  imagine the constant movement of traffic.

11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.

12                 MS. DOYLE:  Nancy Doyle, 11 Longwood.

13  I would just like to thank you for your comment and

14  I am offering my balcony overlooking Longwood.  If

15  anybody wants to see what's really going on, you can

16  come 24/7 and I would be more than happy to have you

17  observe it from my balcony.

18                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I know you don't

19  mean 24/7.  I feel compelled to ask a question of

20  the developer, which is:  In your mind, do you draw

21  a distinction between the kind of facility that many

22  of the people here are describing which sort of -- I

23  mean, is it akin to the facilities that we have as

24  the one on Beacon street where I live, and there are
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 1  two, I believe, on Center Street, which are really

 2  elderly-stepped housing and elderly care facilities,

 3  and what you're proposing to build which you

 4  described as 55-plus?  You want to speak to that?

 5                 MR. DHANDA:  Raj Dhanda, developer.

 6  This is a 55-plus age restricted development.  This

 7  is not what some of the things have been described.

 8  Is it possible and true that somebody be there 65,

 9  somebody be there 75?  This is not independent

10  living.  This is not assisted living.  This is plain

11  and simple 55.  And I'm sure you can look around the

12  room and the last number of us are at 55.

13                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I would have to

14  look very far.

15                 MR. ENGLER:  Commonly referred to as

16  active adult.  It's not age restricted.  It's not 65

17  and older.

18                 MR. DHANDA:  The other very important

19  thing I want to say is that this building will have

20  a vast amount of activities from Beacon Street.  So

21  the picture being painted that we will have chaos,

22  gridlock, super gridlock, totally jammed I think is

23  exaggerated.

24                 I've been in that spot since
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 1  September of 1987 when Judith's father leased to me

 2  for Nina's as what's part of currently Trader Joe's,

 3  and I have seen it all.  The traffic report speaks

 4  for itself.  I think it's very accurate.  Could

 5  somebody find some five-minute area on some day

 6  there is more traffic than others?  Yes.

 7                 I spoke to Mike Murphy who is from

 8  the police department.  He is head of the traffic.

 9  One day I asked him to come and stand with me in the

10  parking lot, and his comment, I quote, "This is like

11  any normal Brookline street."

12                 The post office trucks have moved out

13  of Beacon Street -- out of Sewall Avenue and that

14  has made a dramatic amount of difference.  A couple

15  of years ago, if I had said you could find a parking

16  spot on Sewall Avenue, it wouldn't have happened.

17  There are days in which there are opened spots.  And

18  people who go to Trader Joe's, they often don't even

19  go into the parking lot.  They park on the street

20  because there are open spots.  So my 31 years of

21  looking at that intersection, it's a little

22  different than the picture that's being painted.

23  And I would be happy to get Mike Murphy, the police

24  captain, to come and talk about it.  I think it
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 1  would be wonderful and enlightening.

 2                 Anyways, long and short, I think the

 3  key difference, no, it isn't the type of buildings

 4  that are -- this is being compared to.  I anticipate

 5  this to be fewer tenants having parked cars, fewer

 6  people using Sewall Avenue, more people using Beacon

 7  Street, vast amount of Uber or whatever else.  So I

 8  don't see that this could be the kind of problem.

 9                 MR. ENGLER:  Mr. Chairman, if I

10  may -- and frankly my comment is a little bit more

11  for the public that's turned out because the Board

12  knows this.  I mean, my client has representation

13  about the existing conditions.  People in the room

14  have firsthand knowledge of the existing conditions.

15  That's why peer review is important because peer

16  reviewers represent the Town's interests and not --

17  Yes, the Zoning Board's interest, but the Zoning

18  Board represents the Town of Brookline including the

19  people in the room.  So the peer review consultants

20  will look at our report, look at Mr. Gillon's

21  concerns presumably through Maria and the Board,

22  look at the neighborhood comments.

23                 And the nice thing about traffic

24  unlike some other parts of the application is a lot
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 1  of it is based on commonly accepted practices,

 2  methodologies technical reviews.  Most of it is not

 3  subjective, so I would say -- I mean, we've been

 4  involved in a lot of 40Bs in Brookline, and I can't

 5  think of any going in where everybody was in

 6  agreement relative to the existing conditions and

 7  the traffic and the circulation.  And this

 8  application is no different.  So I also think it's

 9  important to recognize that all the issues are not

10  going to be addressed -- or identified and addressed

11  by or on July 11, you know, that we have some time.

12  We will receive the comments and we'll roll up our

13  sleeves and see what we can do.

14                 So I see some familiar faces here

15  that have been to our other 40B, but perhaps someone

16  in the audience, it's kind of their first so they

17  should feel comfortable to know that the peer

18  reviewers do -- the Town is engaged.  This is not

19  their first rodeo either, so they have a lot of

20  experience and precedence on other projects that I

21  think will be important for this as well.

22                 So it's an iterative process, one

23  that we look forward in engaging in.  I think

24  there's been some good comments raised tonight, and
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 1  we'll certainly look at those critically and value

 2  the information that's submitted by the peer

 3  reviewers and go from there.

 4                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Do you

 5  have a question?

 6                 MS. SHIVDASANI:  Lisa Shivdasani.  So

 7  I thought you asked a very interesting question

 8  about what kind of 55-plus it is.  I sat here and

 9  thought how is that different?  Because my mom is at

10  100 Center Street, and at first I thought, Oh, okay,

11  so maybe there is something that's really different,

12  and then I started thinking, Is there really?  You

13  know, a lot of people who go into a 55-plus

14  community are there because they're approaching

15  retirement, and it's not often a place they go into

16  thinking, I'm going to move again and again.

17  They're going there to build friends and build

18  family and have a support network and they want to

19  be with people of the same need.  They don't want to

20  be in a building with people who are twenty.  And so

21  that maybe if not everybody is 75 or 85 or 95 at the

22  same moment, people that live there at 55, if you're

23  moving into a community like that, you're moving

24  into a community like that to stay.  You want those
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 1  support services and it just has a different feel to

 2  that kind of a building.

 3                 I think you asked an interesting

 4  question that got me thinking about what is the

 5  difference, but as I went in one direction, I came

 6  back in the other and I thought ultimately there

 7  isn't a difference because the people, even if they

 8  all move in today or tomorrow at 55, a lot of them

 9  are there to stay because that's what they're

10  looking for, is that network.  I think it's a good

11  thing for us to think about.

12                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Thank you.  Okay.

13  So our next hearing.  Maria, do you have anything to

14  add?

15                 MS. POVERMAN:  I have a comment or

16  question.  So the question is actually traffic

17  related and what deals with the current state of our

18  economy and transportation.  Is there a way or have

19  there been studies which take into account Uber

20  trips, which take into account Amazon deliveries.

21                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Why don't you hold

22  off on that?

23                 MS. POVERMAN:  Well, I'm wondering.

24                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  I think that's a
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 1  fit topic or question to ask the peer reviewer.

 2                 MS. POVERMAN:  Okay.

 3                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  The answer doesn't

 4  exist tonight.

 5                 MS. POVERMAN:  I know it doesn't

 6  which is why I wanted to pose it now.

 7                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  Let's keep it,

 8  write it down.  It's a good question.  Ask it July

 9  11.

10                 MS. POVERMAN:  I will do that.

11                 CHAIRMAN GELLER:  So the next hearing

12  is July 11th, 7 p.m. hopefully upstairs.  If not,

13  people will have to talk or speak loudly again.  I

14  want to thank everyone for their participation and

15  their testimony.  And again, if there is additional

16  information that you do have, please submit it in

17  written fashion to Maria Morelli, Planning

18  Department.  It will get posted and it will get

19  circulated to the board members.

20                 Thank you everyone.  Have a good

21  evening.

22                 (Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at

23  8 p.m.)

24
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Page 2 Page 3
1 APPEARANCES: 1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 2 CHAl RVAN GELLER ~ Good eveni ng,
3 Jesse Geller, Chairman 3 everyone. \¥ are reconvening our hearing for a
4 Kate Poverman, Board Menber 4 conprehensive permt involving a property at 1299
5 Randol ph Mei ckl ej ohn, Board Menmber 5 Beacon Street. And as you recall, we held a site
6 Johanna Schneider, Board Menber 6 visit on My 30, and our |last actual hearing was May
7 7 0.
8 Maria Mrelli, Planner 8 Tonight's hearing will be dedicated
9 Ashley Qark 9 to, as usual, we'll get an update fromstaff. Ve
10 Alison Steifeld 10 will then open up the floor to get testinony from
11 Geoff Engler, 40B Consul tant 11 the public. | want to lay a few ground rules.
12 Raj Dhanda 12 Tonight's hearing we're not bei ng phot ogr aphed;
13 13 however, there is a stenographic record and is
14 14 there --
15 15 M5, MRELLI: V¢ don't have a
16 16 recording tonight.
17 17 CHAIRVAN GELLER  That is the public
18 18 record. As we noted before, the copies of what is
19 19 being transcribed are avail abl e approxinately two
20 20 weeks after the hearing. You will be able to find
21 21 that information on the Town's website, P anning
22 22 Departnent, so you'll be able to get copies of this
23 23 transcript as well was the transcripts fromall
24 24 oprior hearings.

Page 4 Page 5
1 If you do want to offer testinony, 1 torefrain fromposting letters and plans that we
2 start by giving us your name, give us your address. 2 received during this five to six-week period.
3 | would ask that you listen carefully to what your 3 | do have sone of your e-nail
4 predecessors offer in testinony. It will nmake for a | 4 addresses. |f there is anything that you want,
5 very long evening if people just repeat the sane 5 please e-mail nme, and | will make sure that you
6 information. V¢ certainly want to hear it if you 6 receive it pronptly via e-mail. In md-July,
7 would agree with information that sonebody before 7 anything that we receive during this five to
8 you gave us. You can certainly point accusingly at 8 six-week period will pronptly be updated.
9 themand say, | disagree with them Happy to hear 9 Pl ease note any correspondence t hat
10 it. 10 you send to the ZBA through our staff always
11 G her admnistrative details? 11 immrediately gets forwarded to the ZBA peer reviewers
12 Anything? No? No? Did | mss anything? 12 and we maintain a record of it. Sothat's just one
13 M5. MCRELLI: | just want to note, 13 detail.
14 |'mMaria Mrelli, senior planner at the Pl anning 14 If you want to send comrents to the
15 Departnent. |'mworking on this project with ny 15 ZBA it's very helpful to send themin advance and
16 colleague, Ashley dark, who is the planner in our 16 inwiting. You can send themto me, the Planning
17 departnent as well, and Alison Steinfeld, planning 17 Departnent. |f you need ny contact information,
18 director, is with us tonight. 18 it's on our website or you can just talk to ne after
19 Just a few adninistrative details. 19 the hearing.
20 The website is under construction during this tine. |20 V¢ will be continuing this hearing on
21 You can consult it and you'll see all plans and 21 July 11, and before | lose track of this, at our
22 docurents related to this case. However, anything 22 last hearing we had schedul ed two hearings in July
23 that we upload will be lost when thereis a 23 for peer reviewand the first being July 11, the
24 conversion nade in md-July. Therefore, we're going |24 second, July 18. | understand M. Geller wll not
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Page 6 Page 7
1 be available on the 18th, so | would like to confirm| 1 design. Is that sonething that you're willing to do
2 that we can have that second hearing in July on the 2 onJuly 11?7 Ckay. So we are not going to have two
3 25th. 3 hearings in July, we will have one, and that wll
4 M5. SCHNEEDER |'mnot avail abl e. 4 consist of staff presentation, traffic, parking, and
5 M5. MCRELLI: So | think the 25th is 5 site building design peer reviewon July 11.
6 a \¥dnesday. That foll owi ng week, Johanna, or is it | 6 The last tine we net on May 9 we
7 that entire week you're not avail abl e? 7 tal ked about application conpl eteness which is part
8 M5. SCH\EIDER  It's Tuesday through 8 of procedures here, and the applicationis
9 Thursday that week. 9 considered conplete per the requirenents of the
10 M5. MCRELLI: Would July 23 -- 10 state and local regulations; however, | did list
11 M5, SCHNEIDER |'msorry, no. 11 areas where we do need additional info regarding
12 M5. MCRELLI: Anything the following |12 those categories of required materials and detail or
13 week? 13 clarity, and there were additional things that were
14 M5. POERVAN |'mout of town for 14 not part of the requirenents that | also did ask
15 two weeks. 15 for, and the project teamhas been very willing to
16 M5. MORELLI: So what we could dois |16 provide it.
17 we could think about having -- we could try to have |17 Wiat |'ve received, | received site
18 areally, really long hearing on the 11th? That's a |18 sections with additional dinensional detail, an
19 possibility rather than postponing peer reviewlike |19 Atlas map which | did ask for with a proposed site
20 a whole nonth and a hal f. 20 plan, overlay, and distances between structures,
21 CHAI RVAN GELLER  You got sonet hi ng 21 shadow studies, and a 3D nodel. Wat |'mstill
22 else? 22 waiting for is the site plan of existing conditions
23 M5. MCRELLI: I'msorry? July we can |23 prepared by a surveyor; elevations with nore
24 have all peer review traffic, parking along with 24 details; the height of the -- calculated, and the 3D
Page 8 Page 9
1 nodel update with facade details. 1 M5. MORELLI: Qne thing we might want
2 At the site visit we did want a site 2 to anticipate regarding peer reviews. They are
3 plan with existing conditions and even though we 3 technical, and it would be hel pful to maybe focus
4 vere disappointed we didn't have it, it turned out 4 coments that are technical in nature even though
5 to be a boon because we did discuss -- the 5 that would just help, | think, use the peer
6 Conmi ssioner did discuss the need for the abutting 6 reviewer's time of those hearings, if you want to
7 properties; that's Trader Joe's, parcel -- Doctor 7 say nore about that, M. Geller.
8 Heinberg' s parcel and the post office parcel that 8 M. POERVAN | don't understand
9 they be represented on the site plan and the project | 9 what you nean.
10 teamand the applicant are willing to provide that. |10 M5. MORELLI: Wen we have the peer
11 W just need to add a little nore time. V¢ should 11 reviewin July, it is helpful if there are any
12 be getting that at the end of June, and that works 12 questions fromthe public if they're focused on
13 out well with our hearing schedul e. 13 technical questions for the peer reviewers.
14 THE STENORAPHER  Coul d you keep 14 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Yes. Yes. So the
15 your voi ce up? 15 peer reviewthat we are doing will be traffic,
16 MR ME CKLEJCHN | was asking which |16 parking, and design, and those peer review reports,
17 comm ssioner she said. It's the building 17 one, predicated on a review of what is the
18 conmi ssi oner . 18 devel oper's proposal and, frankly, their experts
19 M5. MCRELLI: That is really the 19 have generat ed.
20 report on application conpl eteness. If you have any |20 So for instance, in the case of
21 further questions, I'mglad to answer them 21 parking, our peer reviewer reviews their traffic
22 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Any questi ons? 22 report, and the peer reviewer's response is a
23 M5. SCHE DER No. 23 technical response. Didthey | ook at the right
24 M5, POERVAN  No. 24 intersection? Have they used the correct
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Page 10 Page 11
1 parameters? Are the appropriate studies taken into 1 those who didn't submt witten naterials, if you do
2 account? Is it the as-built versus the to-be-built 2 have testimony to offer, please subnmt it inwitten
3 paraneter correct? Soit's technical. 3 fashion.
4 And | think what Maria is saying is 4 Having said that, to those of you who
5 if people have conments that pertain to these 5 did put something inwiting, | would ask that if
6 technical aspects of the project, your comments 6 you want to offer testinony, absolutely, but we
7 should focus on the technical aspects, rather than 7 don't need you to take out what you've witten to us
8 broader subjective issues. Is that afair 8 and sinply read it. V& do read the materials and we
9 statenment? 9 don't need you to read it to us. So that would be
10 M. MCORELLI: Yes. 10 ny one other ask.
11 CHA RVAN CELLER ~ Anyt hing el se? 11 Just by a show of hands how many
12 M5. MCRELLI: That's it. Thanks. 12 people want to offer testimony this evening? So
13 CHARVAN GELLER  Geat. Thank you. |13 what | think we will dois we will work fromthe
14 Again, for the record, Micklejohn, Geller, 14 back of the roomforward, and if people coul d just
15 Poverman, Schnei der. 15 stand in their place. And then again, if you woul d
16 V¢ did get a fair amount of witten 16 start with your name and your address, that woul d be
17 rmaterials. | want to thank everyone for submtting |17 great. Sr?
18 those materials. | can't stress enough how 18 MR BINHES: Fred Binches, 46 Marion
19 inportant it is that we get it inwiting. It helps |19 Sreet. First, a procedure question. Qn your
20 us to actually look at it, think about it in advance | 20 conments that you just nade and we subnmit conments
21 of hearings, and obviously we have it in particular |21 to the peer reviewer or are they going to be
22 when the topic that, whatever the comrent pertains 22 restricted just to a response fromthe applicant?
23 to, cones up. So | want to thank those who did 23 CHA RVAN GELLER  You shoul d subni t
24 submt those materials. And | want to encourage 24 your questions that pertain to these peer review
Page 12 Page 13
1 topics. You should submt themto Maria. The peer 1 buffer parking spaces fill up. The traffic is now
2 reviewer -- depending on the question, the peer 2 blocking Sewal | Avenue, public safety questions,
3 reviewer will make an effort if it's withintheir 3 blocking the post office. You're about probably 400
4 Dbox to answer the question. At least that's beenny | 4 feet fromthe intersection of Longwood and Sewal |
5 experience. 5 Avenue. That backs up and peopl e are probably not
6 MR BINCGHES: Ckay. There nay be 6 going to be going around in circles trying to get
7 questions that they may not | ook at in response. 7 into their own parking spaces. They're going to sit
8 Canwewidenit alittle bit and still keepit in 8 there waiting to get in.
9 their purview anyways? 9 If you wal k on Longwood Avenue,
10 CHA RVAN GELLER W' 11 find out. 10 that's a major access through to Boston, Boston EMB
11 MR BINOHES. So much for procedural |11 as well as Brookline EM5 the whole thing. So |
12 questions. A comment on the actual parking, and 12 think there are substantial ripple effects that
13 this gets into what | just said. | think they need |13 occur very close and | think in this case here the
14 tolook at a fairly wde horizon on the whol e 14 problens, those concentric circles so-to-speak of
15 Coolidge Corner area. Based on the earlier plans 15 this whole mess are going to be very close and cause
16 that were subnitted, the staff parking and the six 16 some serious problens involving public safety which
17 buffer parking spaces which could fill up, the time |17 is something that is anirrelevant topic of this
18 it's going to take for the valet parking, assunng 18 whol e discussion. Thank you.
19 they show up for work, to nove these cars in and 19 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Thank you. Yes,
20 out, six buffer parking spaces, five mnutes easily |20 na' an?
21 to get these vehicles in and out of the garage. 21 MB. ABRAHAWER  (ood evening. M
22 \¢'re talking about 74 units, 99 parking spaces. 22 nane is Nora Abrahammer and |'mthe president of
23 That could | ead possibly to as nmany as 25 available |23 Tenple Sinai, which is at 50 Sewal| Avenue.
24 for retail parking, custoners coming and going. The |24 @ are in favor of affordable
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Page 15

1 housing, but we are not in favor of the traffic 1 Beacon Street and Harvard Beacon, LLC at 1319

2 patterns as there has been only presented very wel | 2 Beacon. Both of those properties are right next

3 that we project will occur. It's traffic andit's 3 door, one next to the other, next to the property at

4 safety. Afiretruck, if all the people are waiting | 4 1299 Beacon. \¥ have soneone today that | woul d

5 to get into the garage on Sewal | Avenue, a fire 5 like to introduce who is going to talk about sone of

6 truck will be not be able to get through. Sewall is | 6 our concerns fromthe traffic perspective

7 already a narrow street and a one-way street. So 7 MR GQLLON ood evening. M nane

8 eight toten floors, people trying to park their 8 is Jack @llon, again with Gllon Associates out of

9 cars, if it's residential, two stories of 9 Weynout h

10 commercial, and then deliveries and pickups, and 10 M5. POEERVAN | would like to ask a

11 it's just, as you said, a snowbal | effect nightnare. |11 question. 1309 and 1319, what exactly -- is that

12 And the one other piece that | would |12 for Trader Joe's?

13 add is that we have about 170 children attending our |13 MB. SYDNEY: Trader Joe's and Beth

14 school. Parents are coning and dropping of f their 14 |srael Hospital and so forth are at 1309 Beacon

15 kids and picking up their kids, and then there are 15 Street building with the parking garage in the back

16 kids who are wal king to school. Again, you' ve got 16 and 75 parking spaces underneath 1309. 1319 is the

17 all kinds of safety issues regarding that. 17 corner of Harvard and Beacon and it has a Bank of

18 So thank you and we very much 18 Anerica and sone of fice spaces and a service parking

19 appreciate your attention to this. 19 lot in the back

20 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Thank you. Anybody | 20 M. PO/ERVAN  Thank you.

21 inthe next row? No? Myving forward, anybody? 21 MB. SYDNEY:  You're wel cone

22 M5. SYDNEY: H, ny nane is Roberta 22 MR QLLON I've been in traffic

23 Sydney, SY-DNEY, like the city of Australia. | |23 since actually 1971 when | started here in

24 represent two properties, KS Conpany Trust at 1309 24 Brookline. 1've been doing other things before that
Page 16 Page 17

1 with Lhited Engineers, but it's been a while. 1 take care of that or at least address that in the

2 | did look over the letters. | did 2 future, if it's not going to be on your property,

3 look over the report. | have not spent an awful lot | 3 then where is it going to be? Soif you don't have

4 of time on this, but | do have sone initial concerns | 4 a deficit, you're going to have illegal parking in

5 and questions, and not that we're going to get them | 5 Brookline and that's what you don't want because

6 answered tonight, but | would like to see them 6 that's a safety issue affecting the anbul ance and

7 addressed by the peer review people or by the 7 fire and all that

8 consultant hinself at sone point, because you'll see | 8 Also, there are tines when you do a

9 what the concerns are. 9 capacity cal cul ation where the volumes are fairly

10 V¢ noticed that the traffic counts 10 light and it would render a good |evel disservice

11 were taken for the weekday in Septenber of 2016. V& |11 but there nay be a police officer in the peak hour

12 didn't see if those nunbers were adjusted at the one |12 like there used to be -- Billy Barner used to be at

13 percent for 2018 before using normal factors in 13 the corner of Longwood and Harvard Street and he'd

14 other projects up to the year 2025. So obviously we |14 watch the traffic up Coolidge Corner, and when the

15 would like to knowthat. They did use one percent 15 traffic comng with him he'd hold -- Longwood woul d

16 growth rate froma Mass DOT counting station, but 16 alnost act |ike an actuation and carry that through.

17 1'mnot sure which counting station they had used or |17 Wat |'msaying is sonetinmes there are things that

18 why, so nmaybe we can take a | ook at that. 18 aren't neasured by the nachine when doi ng capacity

19 There was no parking survey. It's 19 calculations, so | would like to knowif the

20 hard -- usually what you' Il do is when you | ook at 20 observed del ays are sinilar to cal cul ated del ays

21 parking, you look at what existing parking you have, |21 and if so, should they be adjusted. V& don't know

22 both legal and illegal, and that wll tell you what |22 at this point.

23 your capacity is inthe area, both on street and off |23 The January counts for the weekend

24 street. |If there's a deficit, youwon't be able to |24 were counted on the 16th | believe it was. And
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1 Boston College, Boston University were still not 1 M5. POERVAN | didn't understand

2 back. That was a long weekend. Martin Luther King 2 the first part of what you were saying in terns of

3 holiday was on the 13th and ny ki ds never went back 3 what the length --

4 until the Sunday or the Mnday before class and that | 4 MR QLLON The cueing. The

5 was a holiday and a ot of the people, alot of the 5 calculation shown herein showthat there is a 263

6 BUKkids probably weren't in the area on that 6 foot backup on Longwood Avenue fromHarvard Street

7 Saturday. UWsually, | find that Decenber counts are 7 during the evening peak hour. If the block is only

8 about six percent |ower than the annual average 8 240 feet long, they're saying that the cue will go

9 daily counts. And on this one they adjusted for a 9 all the way back. And obviously that woul d bl ock

10 three percent and that may be fine in this 10 the entrance and exit of Trader Joe's.

11 particular area if everything is at capacity nost of |11 MB. POERVAN  Thank you.

12 the tine, but | would |ike to know where they got 12 MR QLLON The parking lifts that

13 that. 13 they're talking about, |'mfaniliar with themon a

14 | did notice that with their 14 cursory level. | knowthey have themat Harvard

15 calculations Longwood Avenue does have a hill cue 15 Medical School, and | know they installed themon

16 fromHancock Street back to Sewal | Avenue, 262 16 Tully Street -- ny wife is buried across the

17 feet -- | think 250 feet to 260 feet and the 17 street -- but |'ve never seen thembeing used. It

18 distance is only |ike 240, so that would render the |18 says Brookline has themand adopted themand al | oned

19 left-turn lane into Trader Joe's useless. W would |19 themto be used here in the town. | know that you

20 like to knowif there is something that they woul d 20 do need the val et because there was a fellowkilled

21 propose such as a "don't block the bar" signage, 21 in New York city operating themhinself, so | do

22 paverment narkings. |s there sonething that they are |22 knowthey require a valet to park and unpark

23 proposing that would mitigate the additional inpact |23 wvehicles of those lifts. And the questionis if we

24 on that area. 24 are bringing the consultants, there's going to be 19
Page 20 Page 21

1 vehicles per hour pulling into their sitein the 1 would require about 46 parking spaces. Now, | know

2 evening peak hour. If there are 19 pulling in, 2 that they have adjusted them because people in the

3 that's about one per three ninutes. How long does 3 building are going to shop there. Sone people are

4 it take to park a car inthe lift, bring it down, 4 going to get off the T, but if there is going to be

5 bring it out, bring the lift back up and be able to 5 abig store, not everybody is going to cone by

6 load it again? So is the capacity of the lift 6 probably and walk. 1'msure they' re not expecting

7 sufficient to accormodate the demand, and will they 7 everybody to walk there, but how many people, if

8 have sufficient attendants? 8 needed, is going to stay there. | don't know How

9 There may be two lifts but |'mnot 9 many peopl e dropping in and out, | don't know that.

10 sure if they're going to have themfully operational |10 Wat is the existing parking spots, what is the

11 both during the peak hours. | don't know how | ong 11 existing demand. |s there going to be sonebody

12 it takes to park and unpark a vehicle on a lift and |12 else? | don't see anything of that. It would be

13 dispose of it downstairs and then bring it all back |13 nice to know sone of that.

14 up again. | nean, you can't just leave it there, 14 These are just sone initial comments,

15 you got to bring it back up and get ready for the 15 questions. I'msure | will have others because |

16 next guy. | don't know how |ong that takes and 16 know how good -- but these things that | think that

17 obviously if it's not sonething that works well, and | 17 your consultant or your town -- | know Todd quite

18 ininclenent weather, maybe the rainis -- | don't 18 well. | used to work with him He did bring out

19 knowthat at all. It would be nice to know that 19 the question of the tine for the lifts, he did bring

20 that detail isn't an elenent that woul d hinder the 20 that out, | think, or maybe it was a letter fromthe

21 site. 21 fellow but nonetheless, | don't want to waste your

22 Let's talk about retail. | notice 22 tinme. There's alot of people that live there. |

23 that the 12,285 square feet, if you | ook at the 23 live in Raynham | would like to hear their

24 parking report, that would say that retail size 24 questions and wite themdown and nmaybe cite sone of
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1 those issues nyself. Thank you. 1 grocery stores in the Conmonweal th, a religious
2 CHAl RVAN CELLER | have a questi on. 2 institution that runs prograns fromnorning to the
3 Wuld you be resubnmitting this infornation in 3 evening, and a post office that is arguably the
4 witten forn? 4 busiest post office in the city because it now has
5 MR QLLON | hope so. 5 not only a delivery function but al so a sorting
6 CHA RVAN GELLER | hope so too. 6 function that begins at about 4 a.m | know because
7 MR ENAER M. Chairman, | was 7 | hear it.
8 going to ask that question. It wll be helpful for 8 (e of the main reasons why there is
9 our traffic engineer to get those comments in 9 no parking anywhere in the area for |arge chunks of
10 witing. 10 tine in the day is because nost of the postal
11 CHA RVAN CELLER  Yes. 11 deliveries are occurring by private vehicles. Al
12 MR QLLON Thank you. 12 of the big postal vans that currently park on Beacon
13 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. Anybody | 13 Street which the residents |obbied for two or three
14 else? Sr? 14 years with the Traffic Departnent to have them noved
15 MR SHVDASAN: R Shivdasani, 15 away fromSewal | Avenue because they were bl ocki ng
16 SHI-V\DASANI. | live at 51 Sewall Avenue 16 traffic and maki ng snow removal al most i npossi bl e.
17 just across the street fromthe proposed project. | |17 Those are the vehicles that service the deliveries,
18 submtted a lengthy letter today. You nay have had |18 deliveries that are increasing in volume. The post
19 a chance to see it and in the spirit of what you 19 office is nowcontracted with Avazon, and it's only
20 said, | will only paraphrase what | said earlier, 20 a matter of time before they contract with others,
21 otherwise we'll be here for a long tine. 21 because if the post office -- the US Post (ffice
22 Real |y the issue has come down to the |22 wants to stay solvent, Brookline is their answer.
23 safety of Sewall Avenue. Sewall Avenue is a narrow |23 So as a result, there are about
24 one-way street that services one of the busiest 24 thirty or forty postal workers who bring their

Page 24 Page 25
1 private cars and park all along Sewal | Avenue back 1 take their car down the elevator. You can only
2 intothe intersection of &. Paul Street and all 2 inmagine what clients are likely to do. They
3 along Longwood Avenue fromthe corner of Sewall 3 probably would do exactly what the UPS del ivery
4 Avenue heading al most back to Marshall Street, and 4 trucks, the Fed Ex delivery trucks, et cetera, do
5 certainly halfway fromSt. Paul to Marshall. 5 which is to pull up on the sidewal k and bl ock both
6 They're there fromabout 6:00 or 7 a.m to at |east 6 pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
7 9:00 or 10 a.m because they're sorting postal 7 So Sewal | Avenue is currently
8 nmaterials and then they come back on Sewal | Avenue 8 stretched toits linits. It can certainly
9 between 8:30 and 10:30 and the only way they can 9 accommodat e sone reasonabl e scal e of devel opnent.
10 load their cars is by doubl e-parking. 10 And | want to enphasize that the neighborhood has
11 So included inny letter today were a | 11 been discussing this for a long tine and we
12 nunber of photographs. Those are taken on any 12 genuinely val ue affordabl e housing. There is no
13 average typical day. You'll have three to seven 13 doubt in anyone's mind that a residential structure
14 cars lined up, all with their trunks open because 14 over there woul d be preferable to a building that's
15 the postal workers go in and bring out a |oad and 15 not particularly attractive, as it stands now Ve
16 put it in the back of their cars. This creates a 16 are all in favor of that but it has to be to a scale
17 traffic jamnow under a situation where Nna's 17 that will acconmodate the very real and legitinate
18 approxinmately -- | believe you represented 5,000 18 safety concerns.
19 square foot space, has twelve parking spots. 19 It strikes ne that there are several
20 V¢' re tal king about replacing those 20 very inportant omssions fromthe material that have
21 twelve street level parking spots where cars can zip |21 been submitted today. The inpression in the
22 inand out with fair ease with a systemwhere the 22 applicant's proposal seens to assune that 74 units
23 only way for shoppers to get there is to either take |23 or 55-plus wll just walk everywhere or ride a bike
24 one of the six buffer spots or wait for a valet to 24 everyvwhere and take the T and they will be
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1 incentivized by a discount for the MBTA pass. | 1 residential units where the amount of on-1ine

2 don't think people who are paying the rent that the 2 shopping is increasing and twel ve and a quarter

3 area would likely conmand will be incentivized by a | 3 thousand square feet of retail space, there's going
4 $6 discount on the MBTA Mire likely they will be 4 to be avery large volume of truck deliveries.

5 getting nore deliveries. They'll be using the ride 5 There's no way that can be obviated until all drones

6 share services; Wer, Lyft, et cetera, all of which 6 are all set up, which is not going to happen in the

7 are proposed to service through Sewal | Avenue. 7 tinme frame of this proposal .

8 But much nore inportantly than that 8 So there is a single | oadi ng dock

9 is walking through any of the areas that are senior 9 that's been proposed, and one has to consider what
10 domnated. Any tine during the day there's dozens 10 the turning radius is on Sewall Avenue. It's
11 of cars. | knowthis because ny nother-in-lawlives |11 inpossible for alarge truck to turn right into that
12 at the Center Communities of Brookline at 100 Second | 12 lot unless you have virtually no curb, just
13 Street. It's inpossible to find parking in a very 13 considering the physics of a radius. And therefore,
14 large block radius during the day because who is 14 what these trucks are likely to dois to do a K-turn
15 there; hone health aides, visiting nurses, physical |15 and block traffic for that nuch longer at the mouth
16 therapists, and you can only expect the el derly 16 of Sewall Avenue which feeds obviously as you know
17 population will attract that kind of business and 17 nmuch of that part of Brookline. That's for the
18 parking and the safety of exit and entry has not 18 trucks to get in.

19 been adequately addressed in the proposal. Like | 19 How are the trucks going to get out?

20 said, many of these points are inny letter with 20 There is only way to get out and that is to back

21 phot ographi ¢ docunent ati on. 21 out. Wen they back out, they're not going to be

22 I"I'l just end with one inportant 22 able to see the pedestrian as well. There is aline

23 point, and that has to do with the truck and van 23 of trees along the post office, and | hope the trees

24 deliveries. 1 can only inagine that the 74 24 stay there, and there is a Dunpster. The person
Page 28 Page 29

1 backing a truck out is going to be unable to see, 1 your letter. Inthe last page of it you have sone

2 drive very, very slowy with the beep, beep, beep. 2 suggestions for the design of the project. e of

3 That's good. That's safe, but they're not going to 3 themis a proposal that you increase underground
4 be able to back out all the way without soneone 4 parking to at least four |evels underground. | want

5 standing there bl ocking traffic much of the tine 5 to understand. Is it intended to have nore space

6 depending on the length of the truck and the 6 and therefore not the nechanical valet rather than

7 experience of the driver. Wen that happens, the 7 to change the nunber of total parking spaces

8 way the driveway is set up, no car is going to be 8 available or is it both of those things?

9 able tocone in. So when atruck is |oading or 9 MR SHVDASAN: Thank you very much
10 unloading that part of the driveway is spoken for. 10 for asking. There's two purposes for putting that
11 And think al so about what is going to |11 in. | want to be very clear as a community, as a
12 happen with a 55-plus popul ation. They're going to |12 neighborhood, we woul d very much like to offer
13 have the ride. They're going to have el der day care |13 constructive input. This is not about don't do this
14 services, all of which takes much | onger to | oad 14 here, do build this here. W really want to help
15 their passengers, so the 19 cars that are supposed 15 craft a project of correct scale and of the correct
16 to circulate with seanmess ease are not going to be |16 inpact on the safety of the neighborhood.

17 able to do that just realistically. 17 It's struck ne -- and only the back
18 Al I"mproposing is that the Board 18 of the envelope calculation -- | thought about the
19 and the peer reviewers | ook very critically at the 19 square footage in that garage. | thought about the
20 assunptions in the study because they seemto ne, 20 amount of area that will be used by ranps if you' re
21 froma fair share, to be quite seriously flawed. 21 going to go down. | thought that maybe 99 parking
22 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. 22 spaces may be about right. | think the

23 Question? 23 professionals will tell you when that is the correct
24 MR M CKLEJCHN A question about 24 density of parking spots for that anmount of
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1 residential and commercial space. M instinct is 1 Aready Sewall Avenue is at its limts, but a very
2 that it'salittlelow but I'lIl let the 2 average picture. | wanted even nore snow piled up.
3 professional s pass judgenent on that. 3 Infairness to the process | put an average picture
4 It struck ne that the nunber of 4 there. Were is snow going to go? Even now with
5 double tiers that demand a valet. Valets gets sick. | 5 the twelve parking spots and the fewthat are rented
6 Autonobile lifts don't work. One could obviate all 6 out to Trader Joe's, that sidewalk is covered.
7 of that sinply by not having any backup. Sonebody 7 Pedestrians are routinely and | repeat routinely
8 could pull right inand go right down the ranp to 8 walking on the street. ¢ always see people in
9 their spot. | thought that woul d require probably 9 wheel chairs every single day on the street, not on
10 three -- | said four just because it mght give you |10 the sidewalks. Sonetines they can't use the
11 wider spaces, because the other thing that the 11 sidewal k because a truck is parked over there.
12 proposal has not accounted at all is that you need 12 Qher times between the post office and the current
13 wider spaces for 55-plus clientele. Howis someone |13 state of repair in front of Nna's property the
14 who is on a walker or in the wheelchair going to get |14 sidewalk is essentially not navigatable. So we have
15 into their car? Maybe they can only do it by coming |15 to think about snow
16 outside and the valet will have themdo it on the 16 Trash renoval, there is no Dunpster
17 street -- inthe driveway, but that's just going to |17 for a building of 74 residents and 12,000 square
18 back up the other 19 cars and dissipate it in an 18 feet of retail space. Wiere is that going to be?
19 hour. So these things really have to be thought 19 Wat if you put a Dunpster where the |oading truck
20 about creatively, constructively, but critically so |20 is? You can't use that for loading. You can't
21 that the right project ends up where it is. 21 unload food in front of a Dunpster, so you have to
22 If | may take the opportunity to 22 have a separate setup for that. The proposal
23 respond to one nore point that | neglected to nake. |23 doesn't address any of this in the way where it can
24 It'sinny letter and has to do with snow renoval . 24 be evaluated fairly and objectively.

Page 32 Page 33
1 CHARVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. Anybody | 1 rents that woul d be charged, the nost part in the 80
2 inthat row? No? Sr? 2 percent of the project that woul d be narket rate,
3 MR RCBENCRANTZ.  Robert Rosencrantz. | 3 but neverthel ess, they have a substantial need for
4 1'matrustee at 11 Longwood Avenue, Brookline, and 4 home health assistance. | think that that's likely
5 inthe interest of expediting the neeting, | just 5 to happen with over 55, over 65, over 70, over 75
6 want to express ny agreenent with all the concerns 6 residents of the proposed project. | think you can
7 that were raised about the safety, the safety for 7 get sonme sense of the amount of parking that the
8 the residents, the safety for the kids that are 8 hone health aides need if you contact the public
9 being dropped of f at day school, and the safety for 9 because --
10 those being carried down Longwood Avenue in an 10 M. POERVAN  Public Wrks?
11 anbul ance where tinme is of the essence in order to 11 MR DAMMS If you contract the
12 get themsafely to the hospital. Thank you. 12 Public Wrks Departnment here because aides at 100
13 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. This 13 Center Street often have to apply for overnight and
14 row? No? | know nobody in this rowwants to say 14 long-termparking at the small Center Street lot,
15 anything. Gkay. Did we mss anybody? | want to 15 the Wst Center Street |ot where the farmer's narket
16 rmake sure. MNo. Ckay. Sir? 16 is typically held. You may get a sense of the
17 MR DAVMS M nane i s Jonathan 17 volune of cars that are generated by the aides at
18 Davis, 125 Park Street, also a town neeting nenber. 18 100 Center Street. You can al so check 100 Center
19 | would like to pick up on sonething that the 19 Street itself to see to what extent they pernt
20 previous speaker nentioned. | thought | heard him |20 aides to park at 100 Center Street which does have a
21 mention about the need of over 55 residents for home |21 small |lot.
22 health assistance. And | also have a nother-in-law |22 M. KATES: Not at all. They don't
23 who lives at 100 Center Street. These peopl e who 23 allowit. M nane is Beth Kates. | live on Center
24 live at 100 Center Street cannot afford the kinds of {24 Street, and | live across the street from100 Center
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Page 34

Page 35

1 and not only are the hone heal th ai des parking on 1 backed up. So | just want to make sure that kind of

2 the street because 100 Center charges for parking 2 ripple effect of additional traffic on Sewall and

3 and they can't afford to pay for space so they park 3 everything, the effect on that on Charles is also

4 throughout the neighborhood. But | haven't |ooked 4 consi dered.

5 at the recent energency logs for fire and anbul ance, | 5 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. Sir?

6 but last year there were over 250 calls to 100 6 MR SPELLMAN Kyl e Spel | man,

7 Center Street, and as we all know, when you dial 911 | 7 co-owner of the Trader Joe's and Bank of America

8 in Brookline, you get at least a fire truck, a 8 building. | would ask that the Board take a really

9 police car, and an anbulance. So if you can imagine | 9 close look at the traffic study, and specifically

10 that over 250 tines a year on Sewal | Avenue. There |10 howit relates to turning off of Harvard Avenue onto

11 you go. 11 Longwood. V¢ recently had a neeting there and we

12 CHA RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. Sir? 12 were sitting at the Bruegger's Bagels. Injust a

13 MR VE TZMAN Don V&itzman, Babcock |13 half hour | counted 35 cars making a left from

14 Street, also a town neeting menber, Precinct 8. 14 Harvard onto Longwood. And the traffic study that

15 First of all, | want to concur with the concerns 15 was put forward fromthe devel oper showed sonet hi ng

16 about traffic that several people have expressed. 16 very different.

17 The one other item!| want to bring 17 | know we have Jack here who is goi ng

18 up, | hope this isn't peripheral, but consideration |18 to be subnmtting a report, but | would ask you guys

19 of Charles Street, which is a very short one block. |19 to take a very close ook at that because what was

20 It's a peculiar street because it's -- if you turn 20 put forward by the devel oper was conpletely the

21 onto it fromHarvard, you have no place to go except |21 opposite. | was just sitting there. | nean, | was

22 into a parking lot. Sonetimes cars go inthere and |22 neeting with themand barely paying attention and |

23 have to turn around in rush hour. It's a very short |23 counted 35 cars in 30 minutes making that |eft-hand

24 block and the traffic going toward Harvard gets 24 turn and | cannot inagine howit could be once the
Page 36 Page 37

1 building goes up. It is going to be conpletely 1 two, | believe, on Center Street, which are really

2 chaotic. So |1'd ask that you guys take a very close | 2 elderly-stepped housing and el derly care facilities,

3 look at that one. That's all | have to say. 3 and what you' re proposing to build which you

4 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Thank you. Anybody | 4 described as 55-plus? You want to speak to that?

5 else? Dd you raise your hand? No? (o ahead. 5 MR DHANDA' Raj [Chanda, devel oper

6 M. MR Judy Mr, 11 Longwood. The | 6 This is a 55-plus age restricted devel opment. This

7 only thing | could add to that is we're there all 7 is not what sorme of the things have been descri bed.

8 the time. That left turn doesn't stop |ike ever. 8 Is it possible and true that sonmebody be there 65

9 It'snot like there is a break, so we can just 9 sonebody be there 75? This is not independent

10 inagine the constant novenent of traffic. 10 living. Thisis not assisted living. Thisis plain

11 CHAl RVAN CELLER  Thank you. 11 and sinple 55. And I'msure you can | ook around the

12 M5. DOYLE Nancy Doyle, 11 Longwood. |12 roomand the |ast nunber of us are at 55

13 | would just like to thank you for your comment and |13 CHAIRVAN GELLER | woul d have to

14 | amoffering ny bal cony overlooki ng Longwood. |f 14 ook very far

15 anybody wants to see what's really going on, you can |15 MR ENAER Commonly referred to as

16 cone 24/7 and | woul d be nmore than happy to have you | 16 active adult. It's not age restricted. It's not 65

17 observe it fromny bal cony. 17 and ol der

18 CHAI RVAN GELLER | know you don't 18 MR DHANDA'  The other very inportant

19 nean 24/7. | feel conpelled to ask a question of 19 thing | want to say is that this building will have

20 the devel oper, which is: In your mind, do you draw |20 a vast amount of activities fromBeacon Sreet. So

21 adistinction between the kind of facility that many |21 the picture being painted that we wll have chaos

22 of the people here are describing which sort of -- | |22 grid ock, super grid ock, totally jammed | think is

23 nean, isit akintothe facilities that we have as 23 exaggerated

24 the one on Beacon street where | live, and there are |24 |'ve been in that spot since
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1 Septenber of 1987 when Judith's father |eased to ne 1 would be wonderful and enli ghtening.

2 for Nna's as what's part of currently Trader Joe's, | 2 Anyways, |ong and short, | think the

3 and | have seenit all. The traffic report speaks 3 key difference, no, it isn't the type of buildings

4 for itself. | think it's very accurate. Could 4 that are -- this is being conpared to. | anticipate

5 sonebody find sone five-ninute area on sone day 5 this to be fewer tenants having parked cars, fewer

6 there is nore traffic than others? VYes. 6 people using Sewal | Avenue, nore peopl e using Beacon

7 | spoke to Mke Mirphy who is from 7 Street, vast amount of Wber or whatever else. So |

8 the police departnent. He is head of the traffic. 8 don't see that this could be the kind of problem

9 (ne day | asked himto cone and stand with me inthe | 9 M ENAER M. Chairman, if |

10 parking lot, and his comment, | quote, "This is like |10 may -- and frankly ny coment is a little bit nore

11 any normal Brookline street." 11 for the public that's turned out because the Board

12 The post office trucks have noved out |12 knows this. | nean, ny client has representation

13 of Beacon Street -- out of Sewall Avenue and that 13 about the existing conditions. People in the room

14 has made a dramatic amount of difference. A couple |14 have firsthand know edge of the existing conditions.

15 of years ago, if | had said you could find a parking |15 That's why peer reviewis inportant because peer

16 spot on Sewal | Avenue, it woul dn't have happened. 16 reviewers represent the Town's interests and not --

17 There are days in which there are opened spots. And |17 Yes, the Zoning Board' s interest, but the Zoni ng

18 peopl e who go to Trader Joe's, they often don't even | 18 Board represents the Town of Brookline including the

19 gointo the parking lot. They park on the street 19 people inthe room So the peer review consultants

20 because there are open spots. So ny 31 years of 20 wll look at our report, look at M. Gllon's

21 looking at that intersection, it's alittle 21 concerns presunmably through Maria and the Board,

22 different than the picture that's being painted. 22 look at the neighborhood comments.

23 And | would be happy to get Mke Mirphy, the police |23 And the nice thing about traffic

24 captain, to cone and talk about it. | think it 24 unlike sone other parts of the applicationis alot
Page 40 Page 41

1 of it is based on commnly accepted practices, 1 we'll certainly look at those critically and val ue

2 nethodol ogi es technical reviews. Mst of it is not 2 theinformation that's submtted by the peer

3 subjective, so | would say -- | nean, we've been 3 reviewers and go fromthere.

4 involved in alot of 40Bs in Brookline, and | can't 4 CHAI RVAN GELLER ~ Thank you. Do you

5 think of any going in where everybody was in 5 have a question?

6 agreenent relative to the existing conditions and 6 M5. SHVDASAN: Lisa Shivdasani. So

7 the traffic and the circulation. And this 7 | thought you asked a very interesting question

8 applicationis nodifferent. Sol alsothinkit's 8 about what kind of 55-plus it is. | sat here and

9 inportant to recognize that all the issues are not 9 thought howis that different? Because ny nomis at

10 going to be addressed -- or identified and addressed | 10 100 Center Street, and at first | thought, Ch, okay,

11 by or on July 11, you know that we have sone tine. |11 so naybe there is sonething that's really different,

12 V¢ will receive the cooments and we' Il roll up our 12 and then | started thinking, Is there really? You

13 sleeves and see what we can do. 13 know, a lot of people who go into a 55-plus

14 So | see sone famliar faces here 14 commnity are there because they're approachi ng

15 that have been to our other 40B, but perhaps soneone |15 retirenent, and it's not often a place they go into

16 in the audience, it's kind of their first so they 16 thinking, |'mgoing to nove again and again.

17 shoul d feel confortable to know that the peer 17 They're going there to build friends and build

18 reviewers do -- the Town is engaged. This is not 18 famly and have a support network and they want to

19 their first rodeo either, so they have a lot of 19 be with people of the sane need. They don't want to

20 experience and precedence on other projects that | 20 be in abuilding with people who are twenty. And so

21 think will be inportant for this as well. 21 that maybe if not everybody is 75 or 85 or 95 at the

22 Soit's aniterative process, one 22 sane nonent, people that live there at 55, if you're

23 that we look forward in engaging in. | think 23 noving into a comunity like that, you're noving

24 there's been sone good comments raised tonight, and |24 into a coomunity like that to stay. You want those
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1 support services and it just has a different feel to| 1 fit topic or question to ask the peer reviewer
2 that kind of a building. 2 MB. POERVAN  (kay.
3 | think you asked an interesting 3 CHA RVAN GELLER  The answer doesn't
4 question that got me thinking about what is the 4 exist tonight.
5 difference, but as | went in one direction, | cane 5 Ms. POERVAN | know it doesn't
6 back in the other and | thought ultimately there 6 whichis why | wanted to pose it now
7 isn't a difference because the people, even if they 7 CHAI RVAN GELLER  Let's keep it,
8 all nove in today or tonorrow at 55, a lot of them 8 wite it down. It's a good question. Ask it July
9 are there to stay because that's what they're 9 11
10 looking for, is that network. | think it's a good 10 M5. POEERVAN | will do that.
11 thing for us to think about. 11 CHAL RVAN CELLER ~ So the next hearing
12 CHA RVAN GELLER  Thank you. Ckay. 12 is July 11th, 7 p.m hopeful Iy upstairs. If not,
13 So our next hearing. Maria, do you have anything to | 13 people will have to talk or speak |oudly again.
14 add? 14 want to thank everyone for their participation and
15 M5. POERVAN | have a conment or 15 their testimony. And again, if there is additional
16 question. So the question is actually traffic 16 information that you do have, please submt it in
17 related and what deals with the current state of our |17 witten fashion to Maria Mrelli, M anning
18 econony and transportation. |s there a way or have |18 Departnent. It will get posted and it will get
19 there been studies which take into account Uber 19 circulated to the board menbers
20 trips, which take into account Amazon deliveri es. 20 Thank you everyone. Have a good
21 CHA RVAN GELLER Wy don't you hold |21 evening.
22 off on that? 22 (Wher eupon, the hearing adj ourned at
23 M. PO/ERVAN Vel |, |'mwondering. 23 8 p.m)
24 CHA RVAN GELLER | think that's a 24
Page 44
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