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15 Toxteth Street 

Partial Demolition ï May 2019 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  15 Toxteth Street 

Applicant:  Walter and Velvizhi Heine 

Building Type:  House 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

      

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
15 Toxteth Street was constructed in 1928. John H. Ferguson is listed as both the owner and builder on the building 

permit, and constructed the two family dwelling shortly after purchasing the property at next door 9 Toxteth Street in 

1927. 9 Toxteth Street is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and was a documented stop on the 

Underground Railroad when it was owned by William Ingersoll Bowditch.  In order to construct the dwelling at 15 

Toxteth Street, Ferguson had to remove the rear portion of 9 Toxteth Street. For a short period of time, both 9 and 15 

Toxteth Street remained on a single parcel of land, before Ferguson subdivided the property into three lots by 1933. The 

first known occupant of 15 Toxteth Street was Merton Aspinwall, a chauffeur.    

 

15 Toxteth Street is an example of vernacular architecture, with a hint of Craftsman and Colonial Revival elements. The 

two family dwelling has not had any footprint changes since its construction, and retains its original front and rear porches 

and associated details such as the supported square columns, as well as its shingle siding. Permitted exterior alterations to 

the structure include replacements of the paired windows in 1992 and 1996.  

 

The house at 15 Toxteth Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The house at 15 Toxteth Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanship and 

association.  
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Aerial view of 15 Toxteth Street, looking east. 

 
Aerial view 15 Toxteth Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 15 Toxteth Street, looking west. 

 
Aerial view of 15 Toxteth Street, looking south. 
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Photograph of the front elevation of 15 Toxteth Street 

  

Photograph of the left side elevation of 691-693 Heath Street 


