Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report
Address: 25 White Place
Applicant: Alan Rawizza
Building Type: House (partial)
National Register Listing (if Applicable): White Place NR District

Historical/Architectural Significance:
The Reuben Chace House at 25 White Place is a one-and-a-half story, Vernacular Greek Revival cottage which has
retained its original design, form, and massing. The two progressively smaller additions to its rear façade appear to be
original to the structure and are shown on atlases as early as 1874. Both the form and slightly projecting gable-end roof
are in keeping with the Greek Revival style, as are the narrow sidelights framing the front door and the flat arch of the
pediment. The large and elaborate hand carved detailing extending out and over the arch, however, is unusual. This detail
is shown on the building in photos from the 1970s and may be original to the house. The building has no later additions
but was altered by the installation of aluminum siding in 1968 and new replacement windows in 2004.
White Place is a unique neighborhood of mid-19th century vernacular architecture and workers’ housing which developed
in response to the emerging importance of Brookline Village as the town’s major commercial and civic center. White
Place is isolated from the rest of Brookline Village by the MBTA line to the south and the significant change in elevation
along Davis Avenue to the north. As a result, the street is one of small lots with tightly packed homes which has a scale
and character that stands apart from the surrounding village. White Place is considered to have one of the larger
concentrations of mid-nineteenth vernacular architecture in Brookline as one half of its structures pre-date 1866. The land
on which 25 White Place was built was originally part of the White Farm which was developed by Samuel A. Walker, a
local real estate auctioneer, beginning in 1854. 25 White Place was built in 1857 by Reuben Chace, a painter and glazier
who had offices on Washington Street and a home on Holden Street. Chace appears to have constructed the house as an
investment property and the hous was a rental unit for much of the nineteenth century. Chace continued to live on Holden
Street through the 1860s. By the 1870s, the house belonged to an E.F. Floyd who also used it as a rental property into the
1890s.
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The house at 25 White Place meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:
b. The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is eligible for
listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary determination of
eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;
c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural,
cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; and
d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings.
The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, workmanship and association.

Aerial view of 25 White Place, looking north.
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Aerial view of 25 White Place, looking west.

Aerial view of 25 White Place, looking south.
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Aerial view of 25 White Place, looking east.

Front Façade from White Place

Right Façade from White Place
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Front Façade from White Place

Right Façade from White Place

Existing Front Entrance Surround
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