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Old Lincoln School

PRESERVE

ENHANCE

REVITALIZE

STAFF NOTES

Preserve the current
building but enhance the
open space elements

AGREE?

WF, WM, CR, TN,
JG, RB

DISAGREE?

COMMITTEE MEMBER NOTES

TN - It is likely that this building and yard may be needed to provide
“swing space” for renovations of other schools across town as it has
already for several years. It is a valuable resource for that purpose, and
consideration of any potential repurposing needs careful thought.
Concerns have been raised about the blank wall along the sidewalk, and
thought should be given on how to relieve that condition to add vitality
to the streetscape. WM - landscape would go a long way;
railings could be more artistic

JV - Pre-Covid, the BPS were taking the position that OLS "IS the 9th
School." We will need to coordinate closely with them as to their vision
of the long term use of the site."
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Davis Walking path and
Bridge

WF, WM, CR, TN,

G, JV, RB

TN - Davis Path in conjunction with Walnut Path help to provide
pedestrian access in the middle of this long superblock. They need to be
treated with great respect and be designed to be more inviting.
Replacement of the pedestrian bridge provides an important connection
to Emerson Garden and the neighborhood along Davis Avenue and
beyond. CR - Long term yes. Short
term, we need to figure how to fund this. Perhaps developments in the
corridor would help fund the bridge

WM - we need to think beyond just replacing what was there, make it a
feature of the park; form and function JV - Would like
to learn more about the options into turning this into a "signature"
project for the area (such as Northeastern U. footbridge)
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Bicyle Infrastructure

WEF, WM, CR, TN,
G, JV, RB

TN- Ideally, all major streets should have separated cycle tracks, or at
least bike lanes. See above the hard choices we need to make in the
roadway cross section. JV -
Consistent with gateway east.

U-Haul Site

Explore redevelopment
options

WM, CR, TN, JG,

JV, WF, RB

TN - It has been said that this U-Haul location is one of the most active
and likely one of the most profitable in the area. While it is tempting
when we see open pavement for part of the year to suggest that it be at
least partially filled with housing, commercial uses, or even a local
parking resource, convincing the land owner or incentivizing such
changes may be a significant challenge. Nonetheless, we need to
prepare zoning and design guidelines for the use, form, height, setbacks,
and FAR in anticipation of redevelopment of this site. At present it
appears that the highest and best use is the existing use.

WM - in the meantime, how can we incentivize landscaping here? JV -
Can the street-level use be preserved with development above?
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Valvoline/Dunkin Donuts

Explore redevelopment
options and and possible
open space options

WM, CR, TN, JG,
IV, WF, RB

TN - The two automobile oriented uses may not be the highest and best
uses for this site. As described under Cameron street, part of the site
slopes back toward Cameron Street, suggesting that a lower level of
parking may be possible, and a building or buildings could occupy the
Boylston Street frontage. Design guidelines, and zoning also need to be
devised for these parcels.

Developable land is the most limited and precious resource, and we need
to encourage its wise and efficient use.

This is a prime site for redevelopment, and we should not miss this
opportunity. WM -
yes, but these extg businesses do provide a great service for the time
being JV -
Dunkin' would be plausible first floor retail in a combined retail/housing
structure. Valvoline not so much.

Midas / Liner Tire

Explore redevelopment
options

WM, CR, TN, JG,
WF, RB

TN - These two automobile uses may also not be the highest and best
uses for these sites. Zoning and design guidelines need to take into
account the close proximity of the back of the current buildings on these
shallow parcels to the back yards of the houses on Walnut Street.

WM - yes, and this is a sensitive site with the abutters JV -
Perhaps | will learn more of the intentions of the new owners when |
attend their grand opening.
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