Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 50 Thorndike Street

Applicant 50 ThorndikeStreetLLC

Building Type: Houseand Detached Garage
National Register Listing (if Applicable)N/A
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Historical/Architectural Significance:

Originally known as 17Thorndike Street,he house at 5Thorndike Street wapermitted to beconstructedas a single
family in October 1890The house was constructed lmgally knowndeveloper David H. McKaand designed bthe
Boston architectural firmRRand and TaylorThe architects and developer also worked acttosstreet at 49 Thorndike
Street the same yedvicKay was born in New BrunswiclkCanada, and entered the real estate business upon moving to
Boston McKay developed multiple IstonNaples Road an@horndike Coolidge, Gibbs,and Fuller Streetslt appears

the construction was finished in late 1891, and the property was daldacspitz, a dressmaker, and his wife Berfoa
$10,500 in Fehrary 1892.

The Spitz family resided in theobsewith their childrenuntil their deaths in 1936 and 1941. It was the Spitz family that
permitted the construction of theardetachedwo carconcreteblock garag in 1933.Thegarage still featureiss parapet
cornice,which was popular at the time create a more interesting roofline architecturaigditionally, anoriginal open
porch that once wrapped around the left side of the front didheewasremoved ly the original family asit no longer
appears on a 1937 photogha The front porch and steps were once agepaired and altered in 1958nd pesumably
againsince

Aside from the removal of the porch, aoahstruction of aeardeck it seems the original @print of thetwo and a half
story woodhouse remains tact and consistent with the 1893 Bromley Atla8hile other alterations haveccurred

includingtheremoval of shuttefsandthereplacement of wood shingles for vinyl siding in 19ffé houses still remnant
of its 1891 self.

Thehouseand garaget 50 ThorndikeStreetmees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:
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c. The building areassociated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectura
cultural, pditical, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth;

d. The buildings ardistorically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, eitheit$sif or as part of a group of buildings.

The building at 50 ThorndikeStreetretainintegrity d location,design setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship

Aerial view of 50 ThorndikeStreet, looking north.
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Aerial view of50 ThorndikeStreet, looking south.
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Photorph of théaadf 50 Thorndike Street
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Photograph of the right side elevation of 50 Thorndike Street
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