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Do we want Boylston Street to
be a highway or a street?



Punch Bowl, Tuvern

In 1730, one John Ellis bought the house built in the center of the
and for many years flourished as the famous P, /
came to be known as the “Punch Bowl Villa

i 1717, by James Goddard, 1t soon after became,
; and from which Brookiine

A PURVEYOR OF COLONIAL HOSPITALITY

uncH Bowr Tavern stood on the eastern
Pmrncr of Pearl and Washington streets.
To the original building additions were
made from time to time, as traffic through
the town increased. During the revolu-
tionary period and earlier, Punch Bowl
Tavern gave the town in which it stood a
more than local reputation, and the trav-
cler’s diary usually recorded the name of the
inn at which he tarried

Here groups of British officers were wont
to ride from Boston and hold high revel.
The teaming from the country districts in
the western part of the State followed the
turnpike that passed its door, and the rec-
ords indicate that few could withstand the
temptations of its cuisine or the stimulating
effects of its generous side-board. Various

stage coaches made their final halt there be-
fore entering Boston and it was the custom
of the town’s selectmen to indulge them-
selves once a year at the Punch Bowl’s ban-
quet board.

Beneath its overhanging second story a
seat invited loiterers. Elm trees and a pump
stood before the door. But most conspic-
uous was the tavern sign, upon which were
depicted a punch bowl and ladle, shaded by
the cooling leaves of a fruitful lemon treg.
What proportion of the refreshing draughts
came from the juice of the lemon only the
departed travelers could rell.

The old building was taken down by Isaac
Thayer in 1833, and nine tenement houses
replaced it. S

Three of these still stand in 1931.
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