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Please save Brookline's Working Class Historic Housing at 17 Hart Street
vahsmith@aol.com <vahsmith@aol.com>
Thu 3/25/2021 7:12 PM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

Hello, I am Virginia Smith, Town Meeting Member from Precinct 4. Unfortunately, I will not be able to join you
tonight.
My best friend lives in Whiskey Point and I often spend time there. I treasure this area for what it represents in the
history of our New England town.
I live in a two-family Greek Revival house on Linden Street which is on the National Historic Registry. It was built in
1843 by a Boston hardware merchant as his family's summer house, but fell on hard times and later became a
boarding house and then went into bankruptcy and came close to being demolished. I appreciate its beauty and do
all I can to preserve its history.
But Brookline's history is not only the houses built for the merchant class. It is, perhaps more importantly, a town of
working class people as seen particularly in Whiskey Point and near the Green Line railway, such as White Place,
which reminds us of those who were the backbone of our town. We have lost important parts of this history with the
demolition of original working class housing at the "Farm" and its "replacement" by the Brook House which does
nothing to enhance Brookline's history or architecture, and the demolition of housing at the "Marsh."
But as of now, we still have 17 Hart Street to remind us of who and what we were and are as a town. We see in 17
Hart Street the history of Brookline's working class, particularly Irish immigrants, with the small houses in which
entire families lived, their long gardens at the back to deal with the lack of sanitation, now used as productive
gardens, and lovely interior elements such as wide boards, central fireplaces, and winding stairs.
We need both sides of Brookline's history: the housing of both the merchants and the working class and everything
in-between, all which made Brookline what it is today.
Please put a stay of demolition in place while we work to save this lovely example of working class history and
architecture.
Yours sincerely,
Virginia Smith
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17 Hart St. proposed demolition
Sarah Price <sarahmnprice@gmail.com>
Thu 3/25/2021 5:47 PM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

Dear Preservation Commission,
Below you will find what was handwritten in a letter given to me by Jeanne Farrell of 9 Hart St., to be
shared with you today.
To Whom it May Concern:
I have been a resident of 9 Hart St. all my life.
My grandfather,John Curry, worked for the Town of Brookline, and he brought his 2 daughters
here. He sold the house to my mother, way back in the 1920's. My 2 brothers were educated at
St. Mary's school. My mother sold this house to me, her daughter, back in 1960.Three
generations of my family have owned this house.
It means a lot to me to keep the houses similar to what is there now.
Thank you,
Jean Farrell
Sincerely,
Sarah Price
10 Hart St.
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Mary Tynan
6 Hart Street
Brookline, l|l4'A02445
617-566-8253

Jl"l"?ru.slrglrttll.su
March 22,2021
Tina McCarthy
Brookline Preservation Commission
333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA02445
Dear Ms. McCarthy:

I was appalled when t heard of the tearing down of l7 Hart Street, one of the Hart's Content colony
established generations ago 1870 * as the first settlement in this section of town.
I would like to convey to you my thoughts and reasons for p!,wanting it removed. I was born in
Whiskey Point as a second generation. My dad was also born here. I was 6 months old when I came to
live at 6Hart Street, or'oHart's Content," Our family was comprised of 4 older brothers and 2 younger
daughters. I know the area, people, and events.
There is a special charm in owning one of the cottages. Each cottage has been cared for with constant
upkeep by its o*r"rs, with joy in the doing for decades. A changed landscape would take away the
continuance of houses necessary to keep the houses as an intact "colony." One cannot imagine what
Horace Hart had in mind with the odd way the houses are placed in close proximity but, through the
decades, it has not been a problem socially.
The Hart's Content neighbors take pride in raising families, holding garden parties during the summer,
or holiday parties and get-togethers on New Year's Day.
My memories are many, and here are a few that come to mind:

l.
2.
3.
4.

All the cottages on Hart

Street used to be

lit up with Christmas lights, framing

each cottage, making

Hart Street picturesque.
Carolers came at Christmas.
Hart Street was closed off so, during the summer, the neighbors could hold block parties and,
during winter, the kids could coast down the street that was covered with snow.
Neighbors were also been fortunate to witness brides coming out of their home before going to the
church for their wedding.

We are, as in the past decades, families united and secure on "Hart's Content."
My involvement in the past years with the "Olmsted Legacy," the Olmsted Associates, Government,
National Park Service, the National Olmsted Parks authors, colleges, and universities has given me a love
of and insight about Historic Preservation. I want to speak out for the preservation of 17 Hart Street.
If you have any questions, my contact information is provided.

Sincerely,

fr/",1
1
Mary Tynan

/ /r^-

Anne Lusk, Ph.D.
l8 Hart Street
Brookline. MA02445
AnneLusk@hsph.harvard. edu
617-879-4887
March 22,2021
Tina McCarthy
Brookline Preservation Commission
333 Washington Street
Brookline, }l4A02445
Dear Ms. McCarthy:
Please accept this letter in response to the application for a Demolition Certificate for full
demolition of the house at 17 Hart Street by Alex Neary and Zi Ye that was submitted on

February 16,2021. ln accordance with Section 5.3 of the Town's By-law, the Commission staff,
in consultation with the Chair, made an initial determination as to whether the building in
question falls into one or more of the categories listed under paragraphs a-d in Section 5.3.5 and
which identifies a building as significant. In the case of the house at 17 Hart Street, the
property's significance meets the following criteria in Section 5.3.5c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the
broad architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of the own or Commonwealth;
and
d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of
construction, or its association with a significant architect or either by itself or as part of a group
of buildings.

The below are the perceptions I have in relation to c:

Historical person - The Hart Street cottages were built around 1820 by Benjamin Bradley, a
master carpenter who learned the trade at a young age from Mr. Nathanial Murdock. Mr. Bradley
was a sexton of the Unitarian Church for 30 years and Captain of the Brookline militia for 10
years, earning the name Captain Bradley. Captain Bradley formed Bradley's Hill upon which
there were eventually 2l cottages with a central building that served as a church and affordable
Cultural - After Captain Bradley's death, Mr. Hart moved the cottages in 1870 to what he
named Hart's Content, later called Hart Street. He also moved cottages to Franklin Court, which
backs onto the yards of homes on Hart Street. By moving the cottages, he was saving them from
demolition on Bradley Hill. The homes, owned or rented by working class Irish Catholics,
housed large families. The settlement that eventually included the town yard and stables, was
called Whiskey Point. The Irish Catholics in the area could earn a good living because they were
local and did not have to compete with the Irish Catholics in the Boston area for jobs.

Social history of the Town

-

grew up in the
Reading obituaries of individuals who

neighborhood,whiskeyPointisinclu-ded.ResidentswereproudtohavelivedtheirlivesonHart
StreetandthenearbyStreets.Ontherttttt't'oyonelookedoutforoneanother'Twobrothers
war I. Even the young
one brother was shell shocked from world

used to rent 16 Hart street and
went
clean sheets, stored in one Hart Street house'
children knew to be respectful of the brother.
Street, and
u.rura Minihan lived in my house, 18 Hart
to the house where a baby was being uo^.
carry
or a hot water heater. Neighbors used to
the neighbo^ t n.* ,h. dia ,rot havJ a bathroom
gave me a loan that specified I
n.urUy fr.t-un;s Market' The bank
her groceries home
completed'
not occupy the house until upgrades were

i.*

;;rfr

relation to d:
The below are the perceptions I have in
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boards pit
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had
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as
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the houses retain the winding staircase

wainscoting or walls.
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there is a view
face each, with each having an offset so
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Thank you for your consideration in not approving
Street.
Sincerely,

O*ilA
Anne Lusk, Ph.D.
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17 Hart Street
Judith Burnim <judeb22@hotmail.com>
Wed 3/24/2021 10:22 AM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

Hello,
I am writing to voice my concerns about the proposed demolition of 17 Hart Street. I have resided at
21 Hart Street for 30 years. Although there has been a turnover of homeowners on the street during
those years, including young families with children, nobody has moved onto the street with the intention
of demolishing one of these historic houses.
Hart Street is composed of a group of neighbors who appreciate the small village-like feel of the
homes and the resulting neighborly interactions that occur on a daily basis. People are often outside
chatting with each other, children are playing on the sidewalks, many of us are gardening or taking care
of our small outdoor spaces. When the former resident of 17 Hart moved out of her home after residing
there for 50 years we all gathered in the street to have a farewell party . We are a group of tight-knit
neighbors who use our small spaces to the best advantage.
I fear that not only will the demolition of a house on this street be very disruptive to the neighborhood,
even traumatic while we are all still maneuvering this pandemic and spending much of our time at home,
but will also alter the character and community that Hart Street has celebrated for around 200 years.
There are people living on the street of all ages- from babies to the eldest in the town. Some have lived
in these houses most of their lives. Others have moved in and made small alterations to their homes
which have not disrupted the lives of their neighbors and the fabric of the street’s unique makeup.
Thank you for taking these concerns into consideration.
Judith Burnim
21 Hart Street

Sent from my iPad
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March 24, 2021

Town of Brookline
Preservation Commission
333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA 02445-6899
Dear Preservation Commission Members,
We are writing to oppose the demolition of the house located at 17 Hart Street due to it’s historical
significance as per Section 5.3.5. As residents of Hart Street for over 10 years, we are deeply invested in
maintaining the character of the street. With 12 small, nearly identical houses that are now 200 years
old, the street is unlike any in Brookline and should be preserved if at all possible. If demolition is an
option, Hart Street’s distinct character will be eroded as the small houses change hands one by one in
the years to come. This will be a huge loss.
The historical significance is undeniable. The street was originally named Hart’s Content, and the
houses, built around 1820, were all moved here from their original location. Over the past two
centuries, they have been home to the working class of Brookline. We have neighbors whose families
have lived in these homes for generations. It is heartbreaking to think of erasing the visual history you
see on Hart Street.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Aaron and Sarah Price
10 Hart Street

Tina McCarthy
Preservation Planner, Town of Brookline
Town Hall 333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA 02445-6899
Via email: tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov

March 24, 2020

Dear Ms. McCarthy,
Please accept my letter opposing the application for demolition for 17 Hart Street in Brookline
(link here). This request is based not only on the age of 17 Hart Street but also the unique role
and duration of Hart Street in the history of Brookline.
The size, placement and visual harmony of these small workman’s cottages creates a shared
‘space’ that is human scale and designed for walking. The houses themselves are plain, friendly,
and welcoming. When explaining where I live, people often exclaim ‘Yes- I know it! The street
with the little cottages!’. The street is distinctive by how it looks and how people experience it.
The maps cited in the case study show the stability of this little street from 1874 as the
surrounding neighborhood grew up around it. These houses represent a scale and way of using
space that is over 200 years old.
Initially, these houses were built for Irish immigrants, many of whom built the estates in
Brookline. In the 1800s and early 1900s, the men, women and children of Hart Street walked up
the hill to work as cooks, gardeners, and cleaners for the estates on Pill Hill. The modest houses
later became home to families of public servants including members of the department of public
works, fire fighters, janitors who served the town of Brookline in a range of capacities.
Today, the street remains true to its original intent with immigrants from Haiti, Ireland, China
and Germany living on this close knit and vibrant street. These homes form part of the
architectural and social history of immigrants and workers in Brookline that has often been
overlooked yet is critical to an inclusive understanding of history.
The construction, layout and facades of these homes is unique to Brookline and worthy of
preservation. Franklin Court has had several recent renovations that successfully updated the
houses for modern living and retained the architectural fabric of the street. I recognize the need
to evolve and update but stress the importance of undertaking these activities with sensitivity to
the history, surrounding area and context of the street itself.
In closing, a stay of demolition will create space to preserve what makes Hart Street unique in
Brookline.
Thank you for your consideration,
Meighan Cappello Rock
Stephen Rock

3/25/2021
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17 Hart Street
Beverly Gallagher <beverlygallagher@hotmail.com>
Wed 3/24/2021 9:54 PM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

We are writing to express our concern about the proposed demolition of 17 Hart Street. These unique
cottages on Hart Street are a Brookline treasure. They reflect a very important period in the history of our
neighborhood and of Brookline. These very special cottages ought to be preserved, not demolished.
Thank you,
Beverly and Ron Gallagher
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FW: The Neary residance on 17 Hart St
Valerie Birmingham <vbirmingham@brooklinema.gov>
Thu 3/25/2021 10:24 AM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>
4 attachments (191 KB)
i31.jpg; i50.jpg; i16.jpg; i14.jpg;

From: DONNA NEARY [mailto:d.neary4@comcast.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 25, 2021 9:53 AM
To: Valerie Birmingham
Subject: The Neary residance on 17 Hart St

Title: 17 Hart St Demolition
Dear Ms. McCarthy,
Please accept this letter in support of the application for a Demolition Certificate by Alex and Zi
Ye Neary for the house at 17 Hart St. I am aware that the house at 17 Hart St was sold to Alex
and Zi with structural issues severe enough that their mortgage company requested that they
sign a 'hold harmless' letter before issuing a mortgage. Besides the foundation issues identified
by US Bank and a structural engineer, Zi and Alex currently need to run a dehumidifier
constantly to prevent water from infiltrating the basement, have a cast iron sewer line,
embedded in the basement concrete, that has become open and unsanitary, and lead paint and
pipes that are not suitable for raising children. The basement beams are termite eaten to
the point that they have started to flake to the floor, and the first and second floors have begun
to collapse toward the basement. Attached are photos shared with me showing the deteriorated
condition of the home. It is saddening that a home in Brookline was allowed to reach this
condition, whether it is because the home was never built to be anything more than cheap
rental housing or because maintenance was deferred for decades before it was sold to Alex
and Zi. I know Brookline well, and it is nice to see that there is potential for some of the older
and more dilapidated homes to be rebuilt for new families.
On purchase, Alex and Zi reviewed many options for renovation, but, with the understanding
that 17 Hart St does not have any historic designations and is not in a historic district of
Brookline, they realized that the only feasible option for them is to demolish the existing home.
I am aware it is not in the purview of the Preservation Commission to review proposed designs
for homes that are not in historic districts. Repairing the issues noted above will require full
demolition of the house, and the Commission should grant a Demolition Certificate with the
understanding that it is a Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals decision on what is
done with the property afterward. Alex and Zi have been sensitive to the neighbors in
discussing the status of the house with the homeowners on Hart St, Robert Rd and Franklin
Court and keeping them informed of the process, and I believe they have support from
neighbors on each of those streets. To ask a young family to take on the burden of saving this
building to please the tastes of other neighbors seems harmful.
I was very excited when my son and daughter-in-law bought the house on Hart St. This would
mean that my family would be able to reap the benifits in living and learning in Brookline, My
hope is that this process will help them to reach their dream of being an active family in this
wonderful community and that they in turn will also be embraced, by their new community, too.
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If you have any questions about this letter, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Thank you,
Donna Neary
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opposition to the demolition of 17 Hart Street
Claire Bletz Wolf <clairebwolf@gmail.com>
Wed 3/24/2021 9:41 PM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

Dear Tina and Preservation Committee,
I am writing to express my hope that you will halt the demolition of 17 Hart Street.
My husband and I have owned and lived in 16 Hart Street for the past eight years - directly across the
street from 17 Hart Street. Our house is part of the group of small houses that form the community of
Hart Street. They also represent something completely unique in Brookline - small (our house is less
than 800 square feet), single family homes that allow for a bit of green space on their lots. When we
searched for a home to buy, it was this neighborhood that allowed us to purchase and live in
Brookline. No where else in Brookline were there small, affordable single family homes. It was our
choice, as it was for many of our neighbors, to live in a small home so that we were able to have a
small yard and so that I could commute to work in Coolidge Corner on foot rather than needing two
cars.
Because of the small size of our houses and the close proximity to one another, a unique, close-knit
community exists. Several people who live on the block grew up in their house or raised a family here
and we understand from them that this block has always had that community feel. These houses tell a
story of this part of Brookline - a story about working class people living here for generations.
As with all old houses, our home has needed updates. One of the best parts of doing these projects
has been finding and maintaining the original beams and joists that have supported this house since it
was built. Many people living on this block have found ways to keep the original structures and adjust
and adapt them to meet the needs and desires of their families.
These homes were built so long ago as workers cottages and they remain one of the only examples of
affordable single family homes in Brookline. It is my great hope that the demolition will be halted and
a better plan forward can be created. Rather than demolish a small, historic home to put up another
new building that maximizes its size in all directions, our little corner of Brookline deserves to preserve
its history.
Thank you for taking the time to listen.
Claire Wolf
16 Hart Street
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Jennifer Gaugler
30 Ardale Street
Roslindale, MA 02131
March 24, 2021
Tina McCarthy
Preservation Planner, Town of Brookline
Town Hall
333 Washington Street
Brookline, MA 02445-6899
Via email: tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov
Dear Ms. McCarthy,
I am writing to you regarding a petition for demolition that has been submitted for 17 Hart Street
in Brookline (link here). I write to request a stay of demolition so the significance of the home
can be further studied.
As an architectural historian, I believe that if we want to preserve the history of special places for
future generations, it is critical to look beyond the grand, important buildings on which we tend
to focus our attention. It is vitally important to also consider the smaller, more humble structures
that make up the historic fabric of a city or town. These often-overlooked buildings are also
worth saving, as they tell an equally important part of a place’s story. In this case, the cottages of
Hart Street tell the stories of the immigrants and public servants who have been a vital part of
Brookline’s history. These valuable stories are more likely to endure if the homes of these
Brookline residents are preserved.
One could argue that 17 Hart Street is only one small house. However, there are instances where
demolishing and/or replacing one building will have ramifications beyond just that single site,
because that site is part of a larger whole. The loss of the cottage at 17 Hart Street would not be
confined within the boundaries of that one lot, but would ripple through the entire street,
decreasing its cohesive quality. The unique historical value of Hart Street comes from the shared
qualities of this group of homes combined together, with similar scale, massing, details, etc.
I wholeheartedly support a stay of demolition at 17 Hart Street in order to provide time for
further study and consideration, before an irreversible loss occurs.
Thank you for your consideration,

Jennifer Gaugler
Visiting Assistant Professor, Wentworth Institute of Technology
Second Vice-President of the New England Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians
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17 Hart Street
Judith Burnim <judeb22@hotmail.com>
Wed 3/24/2021 10:22 AM
To: Tina McCarthy <tmccarthy@brooklinema.gov>

Hello,
I am writing to voice my concerns about the proposed demolition of 17 Hart Street. I have resided at
21 Hart Street for 30 years. Although there has been a turnover of homeowners on the street during
those years, including young families with children, nobody has moved onto the street with the intention
of demolishing one of these historic houses.
Hart Street is composed of a group of neighbors who appreciate the small village-like feel of the
homes and the resulting neighborly interactions that occur on a daily basis. People are often outside
chatting with each other, children are playing on the sidewalks, many of us are gardening or taking care
of our small outdoor spaces. When the former resident of 17 Hart moved out of her home after residing
there for 50 years we all gathered in the street to have a farewell party . We are a group of tight-knit
neighbors who use our small spaces to the best advantage.
I fear that not only will the demolition of a house on this street be very disruptive to the neighborhood,
even traumatic while we are all still maneuvering this pandemic and spending much of our time at home,
but will also alter the character and community that Hart Street has celebrated for around 200 years.
There are people living on the street of all ages- from babies to the eldest in the town. Some have lived
in these houses most of their lives. Others have moved in and made small alterations to their homes
which have not disrupted the lives of their neighbors and the fabric of the street’s unique makeup.
Thank you for taking these concerns into consideration.
Judith Burnim
21 Hart Street

Sent from my iPad
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