WARRANT ARTICLE EXPLANATIONS
FILED BY PETITIONERS FOR THE
MAY 27, 2021 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

ARTICLE 1 & 2
Submitted by: Deborah Brown, Luciana Schachnik, and Arthur Conquest

That these funds, an appropriation of $765,000, to be distributed as follows:
$765,000 earmarked for the following projects:
• WIFI Access: $140,000 to negotiate contracts with internet providers for distance learning for
BHS Students, remote health care, remote resident services and isolation
• Housing Repairs: $625,000 for repairs to kitchens at High Street, Veterans, Trustman and
Egmont
o This figure is calculated at $25,000 per unit to repair the units in most need of
repairs
 Only 25 of375 units or .06 of the units will be partially updated
Here are some general Brookline economic statistics.
•
7000 Brookline households (29%) have low or moderate income;
•
Over 5.000 Brookline households (27%) spend more than 30% of their income on
housing;
•
Only 3% of vacant rental units are affordable; and
•
A median income household of four ($113,000) can afford a rent of $2,700, but the
average 3 bedroom rent in Brookline is $3,533.
BHA does not have the requisite funds to repair their state funded housing or cover the cost of
WIFI for its residents. Some of these units are in dire need of repair, especially the kitchens and
bathrooms. This budget amendment is to protect Brookline residents. We could all agree that
these new funds have to come from somewhere. The amount requested, $765,000, is modest as
compared to the scope of the actual needs. BHA estimates .that the total state funded housing
repair costs are well over $40m dollars and it would cost at a minimum, $17m to repair all of the
kitchens and bathrooms at state funded housing. The budget amendment no longer seeks funds to
cover lost rents. It would appear that the American Rescue Plan Act will cover a portion of the
unpaid rents, so this budget amendment will not seek such a sum.
"Roughly three-in-ten adults with household incomes below $30,000 a year (29%) don't own a
smartphone. More than four-in-ten don't have home broadband services (44%) or a traditional
computer (46%). And a majority of lower-income Americans are not tablet owners. By
comparison, each of these technologies is nearly ubiquitous among adults in households earning
$100,000 or more a year.1" This is true despite 93% of Americans having internet access.
1

The average internet bill is $60 per month. That may not seem like much to some, but for others
this amount is prohibitive. Internet provides any number of functions: access to health care;
reduced isolation among the elderly; a means to job search; employment; and not the least of all
education In this culture you have a difficult time surviving let alone thriving absent internet
connectivity.
BHA like many forward thinking organizations appropriately views internet connectivity as a
utility. Public utilities- the supply of electricity, gas, water, sewerage, and phone lines – can be
publicly or privately owned, but they are united by the fact that all of them are deemed essential
for modern living. When Housing and Urban Development does the same, then such costs can
more easily be absorbed by BHA. Presently, that is not the case. Here is why Wi-Fi _33 should
be treated like a utility. Public utilities – the supply of electricity, gas, water, sewerage, and
phone lines – can be publicly or privately owned, but they are united by the fact that all of them
are deemed essential for modern living. The United Nations went so far as to declare the internet
a human right as far back as 2011.
This will be the third year that residents have sought such funding at Town Meeting, yet
the town has not seen fit to fund these essential services. We hope that this Town
Meeting and Select Board support this meager funding request for BHA to make these
essential .improvements. We have also been unsuccessful in getting funds from the Select
Board, despite repeated requests.
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