Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 40 KentStreet

Applicant 40 Kent Street, LLC

Building Type: Social Club and Garage
StateRegister Listing (if Applicable)N/A

Historical/Architectural Significance:

According to atlases, 40 Kent Street was built between 1844 and 1855, with reports referencing 1851 as a construction
date At the time this section of Kent Street was known as Harrison Plaegformer single family residence was built

for Ginery Twichell, a wetknown local figure, who moved to Brooklimmdpurchasedhis propertyin 1850 and resided

in the structure until his death #883of typhoid fever Twichell was born in Athol, MA in 1811, son of Francis and Sally
Twichell, and bythe 1830sTwichell had purchasedstage ling and soon after went to Washington DC to obtain

contracts for additionatage linesnd made a name foimselfin the stagecoach busine3svichell gained notoriety in
Januaryl846as an express ride&rthen on horsebadkr two thirds of the wayTwichell brought news of British elections

from Boston to New York four hours faster than his rival who traveled by train and steamboat. To commemorate the
achievementalithograph tittedi The Unri vall ed Express Ridero was done.

In 1849 Twichell was gminted superintendent of the Boston & Worcester Railroad and its president in 1857, while
residing at 40 Kent Streathich could explain the choice for the location of his house so close to the railroad and
Brookline StationDuring the Civil War Twicheldid his part for the Union by carrying important dispatches from
Washington to New York. According to Ken Liss of the Brookline Historical Society, President Ulysses S. Grant visited
Twichell after the Civil War, angossiblyvisited his house on Ke&treet.Well liked, Twichell was elected as a U.S.
Representative for Massachuset t s 0 sthree bonseadtiveermsirgnrl@gis i o n 8
1873. Twichell continued his career in transportation and servasislent of various railroads including teshisan,

Topeka and Santé Fe Railway Co. and the Boston, Barre anth&aRailroad Co.

In 1885 the property was sold to Albert Lincoln Jr. for $8850, and the property remained in the Lincolufaihi941,
and it appears likely that the Lincoln familyremuously used 40 Kent Street, as well as neighboring properties, as rental
properties. Between 19411966, the property changed ownership fiimes, with Brookline Lodge #&purchasing the
property from Thomas and Elsa Barrett in December 1B6é peviouslocation for Brookline Lodge #&had been
close by at 12 Kent Street, however according to reports, the property was taken by eminent domaifror t868ext
fifty four years the structurat 40 Kent Streeemained in the ownership and ugehe Brookline Elks Lodge #88until
it was sold this year to the current owner, 40 Kent Street LLC.
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The Italianate main structure at 40 Kent Street actually fronts Webster Plageeaindith exterior changes over the
decades, remairan attractiveexample of its architectural stylotable featuresn the wood structuri@clude its center
cupolawith seven arched windows on the facdde pitched hip roof with widely overhanging eavessuped by
paired decorative brackets, andriesarly full widthopenfront porch accentuated with arched suppofidditionally, the
guoins on all corners and decorative window surround treatmenbkawveretained.

In 1946 then owner Patrick Murray constructed a one story2 0 écongret2a@o@ssory garage structvitd a flat roof,

which woud also function as a shap the corner of the property, with a driveway off of Webster Place. The structure
replaced a smaller steel garage in a similar location, a location which was also used for accessory structures when Gin
Twichell resided at thproperty.

Thebuildingsat40 KentStreetmees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:

c. The buildings areassociated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad
architectural, culturapolitical, economic, or social history of the own or Commonwealth; and

d. The building arehistorically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction,
or its association with a significant architect or buildehezitoy itself or as part of a group of buildings.

Thebuildingsat40 KentStreetretairs integrity d location,design setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship
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Aerial view 0f40 Kent Streetlooking east.
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Aerial view 0f40 KentStreet, looking south.
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Photograph of the front of 40 Kent Strésten by staff in 2020
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Photograph of the front of 40 Kent Strésiten by staff in 2020
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