Community Engagement Plan
The purpose of a Housing Production Plan is to identify and address the affordable
housing needs of low- or moderate-income people. A state-regulated plan that
requires approval by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD), the Housing Production Plan focuses on developing and
preserving homes that meet the requirements of the state’s affordable housing law,
commonly known as Chapter 40B. Brookline continues to use Chapter 40B
comprehensive permits, Inclusionary Zoning, and federal and state funds to create
units that meet affordable housing needs.
Today, the Town is updating its 2016 Housing Production Plan to recognize what
has been done and what still needs to be done to provide affordable housing
options in all Brookline’s neighborhoods. Despite the Town’s efforts to increase
the supply of affordable housing over the past five years, Brookline has community
members without an affordable, secure home that is free of serious housing quality
problems. The intent of this Housing Production Plan is to share their stories and
explore how Brookline’s policies and regulatory framework restrict the choices
available to people with low incomes, people of color, people with disabilities,
families with children, and older adults.
Toward these ends, the Town has engaged Barrett Planning Group, Community
Circle, and Dodson & Flinker to conduct demographic, housing, and market
research; engage Brookline residents and others in developing the plan; identify
housing types needed in Brookline; and consider approaches to affordable housing
that can be accommodated in different settings.
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In addition to affordability, the Housing Production Plan is concerned with these
related issues:
•

Equity: that all groups have access to housing resources and housing
opportunities to meet their needs.

•

Visitability and Universal Design: through the design of buildings and
environments, provide a range of housing sizes and costs that are accessible to
all people, regardless of age, disability, or other factors.

•

Sustainability: that the needs of today’s Brookline residents can be met without
compromising the ability of future Brookline residents to meet their needs.

•

American Planning Association (APA) Policy Guidance: that Brookline’s
Housing Production Plan will recognize and be substantially consistent with
applicable APA policies and principles.

Following a public hearing, the Select Board and Planning Board will decide
whether to submit the Housing Production Plan to DHCD for approval.
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Purposes of Community Engagement
Community engagement will be a recurring feature of developing the new Housing
Production Plan. While housing data and a variety of government, academic, and
institutional resources play an important part in a project like this, the personal
knowledge of people familiar with Brookline matters even more. The engagement
process will be conducted primarily through community consultation and
participation, and is designed with the following purposes in mind:
1. Evaluate progress under the 2016 Housing Production Plan;
2. Identify and involve the people and organizations with an interest in affordable
housing and fair housing in Brookline;
3. Learn from Brookline residents and others familiar with the Town about the
housing needs of low- or moderate-income people;
4. Find out if unmet needs for affordable housing have disproportionately
affected particular groups, such as people with Limited English Proficiency
(LEP), Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC), or people with
disabilities;
5. Consult with faith-based organizations and agencies that provide housing and
social services in Brookline to understand what they see as affordable housing
opportunities and constraints in the community as a whole and within
neighborhoods;
6. Present information and ideas to the Brookline community and hear the
community’s feedback and ideas, primarily through online methods of
participation, such as remote meetings (Zoom), surveys, or online interactive
maps; or telephone interviews.
7. Give Brookline residents opportunities to host small-group gatherings in their
own home, i.e., a “kitchen conversation” or “meeting in a box” activities to
involve people in all neighborhoods;
8. Convey the results of community engagement to the community, the
organizations involved with housing services in Brookline, and the Town’s
decision-makers.
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Stakeholders, Advocates, Advisors, Decision
Makers
People with an interest in the Housing Production Plan and its outcomes will have
opportunities to participate in the planning process:

STAKEHOLDERS
As used in this Housing Production Plan, “stakeholder” means:
•

Low- or moderate-income people who need affordable homes;

•

Tenants of the Brookline Housing Authority, non-profit housing organizations,
or private for-profit investors in Brookline;

•

People who live in Brookline in homes they cannot afford;

•

People who experience or have experienced impediments to housing choice in
Brookline because of their race, ethnicity, national origin, faith, age, disability,
family status, or other characteristics that increase vulnerability to housing
discrimination;

•

Faith-based communities;

•

Neighborhood associations; and

•

Others identified as “missing” throughout the engagement process.

ADVOCATES AND ESTABLISHED COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS
•

Organizations serving low- or moderate-income people, Black, Indigenous, or
People of Color (BIPOC), immigrants, people with disabilities, older adults and
frail elders, and other members of protected classes in Brookline;

•

Agencies and non-profit organizations that promote housing affordability,
housing justice, and diversity, equity and inclusion in Brookline;

•

Brookline Interfaith Council, Brookline Community Foundation, Immigrant
Justice Campaign, Building a Better Brookline, Brookline for Everyone,
Brookline Neighborhood Associations, Brookline by Design, Women Thriving,
and others that may be identified during the engagement process;
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•

Brookline Public Schools, Brookline METCO Program, Brookline Council on
Aging, Brookline Health Department, Brookline Department of Planning and
Development, Commission on Disability, Age Friendly Cities Committee,
Brookline Commission on Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations;

•

Brookline Housing Authority, Brookline Improvement Coalition, 2Life
Communities, Pine Street Inn, Hebrew Senior Life, other mission-based or nonprofit housing providers.

ADVISORS & CONTRIBUTORS
The Housing Production Plan Working Group includes the following people:
•

Kara Brewton, Director of Planning and Community Development

•

Joseph Viola, Assistant Director for Community Planning

•

Virginia Bullock, Senior Housing Planner

•

Roger Blood and Jennifer Raitt; Housing Advisory Board

•

Steven Heikin, Planning Board/Housing Advisory Board

•

Carlos Ridruejo, Advisory Committee.

The Working Group receives project updates once a month from the consultants.

DECISION MAKERS
The Brookline Housing Advisory Board studies and provides guidance to town staff
and boards regarding Brookline's housing needs, policies, programs, and zoning
tools. HAB will provide ongoing guidance during development of the Housing
Production Plan. Between the beginning and end of the project, there will be
approximately five meetings of one or more members of the consulting team and
Housing Advisory Board.
The Select Board and Planning Board have approval authority for the Housing
Production Plan.
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Resources, Scale of Engagement, Project
Schedule
RESOURCES
The Housing Production Plan is funded by the Brookline Housing Trust at the
recommendation of the Housing Advisory Board and with approval from the Select
Board. A total of $160,000 has been committed to the consulting team’s contract.
In addition to funding, the Housing Advisory Board will provide leadership and
direction for the project.
The Department of Planning and Community Development is providing staff
assistance to the consulting team.

SCALE OF ENGAGEMENT
The engagement process will seek broad participation from community members
(see “Approach”). Broad participation matters because housing is a controversial
topic in every city and town, and people do not agree about the best ways to
address housing needs. While the term “housing needs” is also broad, a Housing
Production Plan focuses on the needs of low- or moderate-income people.
Accordingly, the engagement process is designed to understand the housing
affordability problems that exist in Brookline, mainly but not exclusively low- or
moderate-income affordability.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
Community Engagement will take place throughout the planning process. Each
phase will have a different purpose and the process will be iterative, checking back
in to ensure that stakeholders have been heard correctly as well as evaluating the
process and identifying who may be missing at each stage along the way. By
necessity, phases will overlap to some degree. The chart on the next page
summarizes the project timeline.
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Phase

Initial Outreach

Estimated
timeframe
OctoberNovember
2021

November
2021January
2022
Planning Process

JanuaryJune 2022

JuneSeptember
2022

Final Steps

What will be happening?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Data collection
Community
Engagement Plan
Initial community interviews
Focus groups and other interviews
The “deeper dive” phase)
Initial analysis of housing needs
HAB Update

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Needs Survey
3 Community Forums
Community events to engage residents
Location-based prototypes
Periodic HAB updates
Final Draft of
HPP
Presentation to
Planning Board
and Select Board
Votes of
approval
Plan submission to DHCD
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Communications
COMMUNICATION VENUES
Information about the Housing Production Plan will be made available primarily
through the Department of Planning and Community Development’s project web
page:
https://www.brooklinema.gov/1299/Housing-Production-Plan
In addition:
•

The consulting team will create consistent design elements for use in all PDF
and print materials for the Housing Production Plan engagement process.
Materials produced by the consulting team will be delivered to the Department
of Planning and Community Development for local distribution.

•

Display boards and flyers will be used to provide information about meetings
for this project and for availability of the community survey (late January/early
February 2022). Locations for display board include Town Hall, the Brookline
Public Library, the Brookline Senior Center and other appropriate locations, as
identified.

•

Flyers and short news items will be delivered primarily through email blasts, the
Planning and Community Development Department’s twitter and Instagram
accounts and other Town social media accounts. (See list of social media, next
page.) The consulting team will provide brief newsletter updates to
organizations that have one or PDF flyers for printing or electronic distribution
to the groups listed below, as well as other groups identified during the planning
process.
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
•

School Department
Brookline Food Pantry
Brookline Housing Authority
Council on Aging
Brookline Public Library
MBTA stations
Playgrounds
Grocery stores (e.g., Stop & Shop, Star Market, Trader Joe's)
Synagogues
Mosques
Temples
Churches
Storefronts
Sporting events
Childcare centers
Community centers
Brookline High School
Post Office

Cable/Web based programming. The consulting team (with appropriate
introduction by Town staff) will provide information about the public forums to
the Brookline Interactive Group:
https://twitter.com/brkInteractive

•

Signs. The Town will arrange to post signs in advance of the three community
forms in one or more of the following locations:
o Soofa signs
o Kiosks routinely used by the Town for public service announcements
o Sandwich boards

Social Media: Twitter/Instagram
The Brookline Planning and Community Development Department’s social media
accounts are as follows:
https://Instagram.com/brookline_planning
https://twitter.com/brooklinema
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Other Town departments will be asked to amplify outreach efforts on their
individual social media platforms as follows:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Town of Brookline: https://twitter.com/TownofBrookline
Brookline MA Schools: https://twitter.com/BrooklinePublic
Brookline Fire Department: https://twitter.com/BrooklineFD
Public Library of Brookline: https://twitter.com/brklib/
Brookline Recreation: https://twitter.com/BrooklineRec
Elected Officials in Brookline

Community partners will be asked to send announcements via their individual
social media platforms:
o Brookline Hub: https://twitter.com/brooklinehub
o Brookline CAN: https://twitter.com/BrooklineCAN
o Brookline Booksmith: https://twitter.com/booksmithtweets (19.5k
followers)
o Brookline Mothers Out Front: https://twitter.com/BrooklineMOF
o Brookline Food Pantry: https://twitter.com/BrooklineFood
o Brookline Center for Community Mental Health:
https://twitter.com/brooklinecenter
o Women Thriving: https://www.facebook.com/womenthriving617
o Brookline Chamber of Commerce:
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklineChamber/
o Brookline TAB: https://www.wickedlocal.com/brooklinetab/
o https://www.wickedlocal.com/search/?q=Engaged+Citizen+Corner
o https://patch.com/massachusetts/brookline\

Mass Email Blasts
The Town will use its existing “notify me” e-mail lists to inform interested parties
that they may sign up for Housing Production Plan updates at the Town’s website
using the “News Flash” feature found at the following link:
https://www.brooklinema.gov/list.aspx#newsFlash
Other Town Departments and Boards and Committees will be asked to include
Housing Production Plan information in their newsletters and emails:
Barrett Planning Group LLC * Community Circle * Dodson & Flinker * Language Connections
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o
o
o
o

Recreation Department
School Department: Superintendent updates and email from principals
Senior Center – robo call to seniors
Friends of the Library

Translation of hard copy and electronic flyers inviting participation will be done in
Brookline’s top languages. According to the Town’s Diversity and Inclusion Plan,
these languages include English, Spanish, Russian, and simplified and traditional
Chinese. Interpretation at public meetings will be offered in Spanish, Mandarin,
and Cantonese, and Russian, as requested. There is a limited budget for translation
and interpretation. In order to provide additional support to people who prefer to
participate in a language other than English, volunteer community members may
be needed to help with additional translation/interpretation needs.

MESSAGING
It will be very important to launch the Housing Production Plan in a way that
provides accurate information about it, what it is, how a community benefits from
having one, and why Brookline residents should care about it. Information will also
include a discussion of fair housing, a history of housing in Brookline and any
intentional or unintentional racial, ethnic and/or religious disparities, and what
racial equity in housing would look like as well as possible strategies to achieve it.
Additionally, the needs of older adults, millennials, families who prefer multigenerational living, cultural preferences, and other aspects of housing needs will be
explored.
The consulting team will prepare informational flyers or posters, provide content
for Brookline e-notices or other group email distribution, provide content for
messages to be posted on Town-approved social media or the Affordable Housing
blog, support the Planning and Community Development Department with some
type of initial programming or messaging on community cable, and so forth.
Informational flyers with short profiles of people looking for housing and who are
priced out of Brookline will be used to confront some myths about affordable
housing needs.
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Approach
OVERVIEW
The approach to developing the Housing Production Plan is based on these
principles:
o Inclusionary development is essential for ensuring fair opportunities to
access affordable housing and economic prosperity;
o Planning for the built environment should be guided by an equity approach;
o Broad input from stakeholders, advocates, and participants in established
community relationships will be sought, respected, and valued in the
Housing Production Plan process, as demonstrated by listening attentively,
engaging in dialogue, and sharing feedback;
o Developing leadership and knowledge sharing at all levels will strengthen
the Town’s ability to implement the Housing Production Plan and provide
the intended benefits of the planning process: to increase the supply of
affordable housing in Brookline;
o Community engagement activities will be monitored, evaluated, and
adjusted as necessary to make the planning process as effective as possible.
The community engagement approach has been designed with several
considerations in mind:
Equity. The Housing Production Plan process will advance equity by being
intentional about including and lifting up the voices of people seeking affordable
housing in Brookline and incorporating their insights and experiences in the
development of plan recommendations. Following each engagement activity, an
evaluation will be conducted to determine who may have been left out of the
process. Barriers to engagement will be identified and strategies to overcome them
will be developed.
Community Health Considerations. To maintain public health and safety, the
majority of meetings will take place using on-line engagement platforms such as
Zoom or online surveys. Materials will remain posted on the project website, and
where public comment is sought, the comment period will be extended. To address
the digital divide, a training session will be offered to people unfamiliar with virtual
platforms, and telephone interviews will be offered in lieu of virtual participation.
Barrett Planning Group LLC * Community Circle * Dodson & Flinker * Language Connections
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In addition, established local communication networks will be asked for assistance
to reach people for whom digital access is a barrier, e.g., newsletters or
announcements from local faith communities, the schools, the Council on Aging,
and so forth, or in-person contacts at the Food Bank.
Due to the continued risk of COVID-19 transmission, in-person meetings will not
be possible except for a limited number of small stakeholder gatherings. The
consulting team recognizes that language, technological, institutional, and other
barriers may limit engagement for many community members with the most direct
stake in the outcome of this planning process. Existing community members and
groups will be asked to help reach out to and build new relationships with
disengaged and under-represented populations.
Access to Information. Interim documents and the final Housing Production Plan
will be posted on the project website:
https://www.brooklinema.gov/1299/Housing-Production-Plan
Additionally, all discussions with the Housing Advisory Board and all public forums
will be recorded and posted on-line.
Multiple Opportunities. The engagement effort will include a variety of
participation opportunities so that people can contribute to the process as their
schedules and preferences permit. The different ways in which community
members will be asked to participate should also serve as an education and training
process, fostering a group of community leaders who are well-informed about the
Housing Production and will work to implement it.

ENGAGEMENT BY PROJECT PHASE & MODE OF PARTICIPATION
First Round of Interviews: Reconnaissance
The purpose of this phase is to help the consultants learn about Brookline’s housing
needs, issues, and challenges through interviews with advocates, stakeholders, and
local officials. Participants will also be asked for referrals to other potential
interviewees. The interviews be scheduled in one-hour to 90-minute blocks
depending on number of participants. There will be no formal presentation by the
consultants.
Anticipated Schedule: October 20 to November 19, 2021
Second Round of Interviews: Deeper Dive
Barrett Planning Group LLC * Community Circle * Dodson & Flinker * Language Connections
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The Consultants will hold additional interviews with groups underrepresented or
not reached in the first round, focusing on stakeholders such as tenants of public
housing, BIPOC, people with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), and others, along
with additional advocates or other community networks identified by the
consultants through independent research. The consulting team has a small budget
for stakeholder participation and for community members to assist with outreach
in order to form bridges of trust to disenfranchised residents.
Difficult-to-reach and disenfranchised residents identified early in the project
include:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Low-income households
Parents with young or school-age children
Older adults
Renters (large multi-family buildings and smaller units)
Those for whom English is not their first language
Newcomers (people living less than five years in Brookline)
BIPOC individuals

This list of groups may be expanded further during the second-round interview
process.
Anticipated Schedule: November 29, 2021 – January 7, 2022
First Community Meeting
Large-scale public engagement efforts can help to build the plan’s credibility and
broaden the conversation about housing needs across income levels, household
types, and neighborhoods. It also offers a way to think about Brookline’s housing
“report card,” and engage residents in critical thinking about what people value in
Brookline and whether the community’s values are changing. This goals for this
meeting include:
o Introduce the Housing Production Plan and the Town’s accomplishments
since 2016;
o Provide some overview/high-level data and visualizations showing what has
changed in Brookline since 2016 and also what has changed since the
Comprehensive Plan was completed sixteen years ago;

Barrett Planning Group LLC * Community Circle * Dodson & Flinker * Language Connections

Brookline Housing Production Plan

15

Community Engagement Plan

o Incorporate diverse perspectives and experiences into a vision for the future
of housing in Brookline;
o Provide opportunities for participants to help create a vision concept or
picture to guide the Housing Production Plan, i.e., a description of Brookline
at its best in terms of addressing and accommodating a range of housing
needs and hopes;
o Introduce ideas about a variety of housing options in prototype locations;
and
o Explain next steps.
Date: January 26, 2022, 7 PM (virtual)
Following the first forum, the consultants will review the demographics of
attendees and identify who was missing from the discussion. Specific strategies will
be developed to target individuals from those groups or points of view missing in
the conversation. Strategies will depend on who needs to be engaged and will
involve reaching out to representatives of underrepresented and/or missing
demographics.
Community Survey (Online)
The Consultants will develop a short on-line survey to broaden participation
between community meetings. The survey will ask respondents to identify housing
needs, goals, and criteria for identifying places for affordable and mixed-income
housing development.
The survey will be broadly advertised on-line and in a variety of locations so as to
give an opportunity to those unable to attend the public forum to provide their
input. The consulting team will provide a link and QR code to be placed on the
project web page, promoted on display boards in key locations, e.g., Senior Center,
Library, and Town Hall, and distributed through email lists.
The survey will be translated into Spanish, Russian, simplified and traditional
Chinese.
Anticipated Schedule: January 31 -- February 18, 2022
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Second Community Meeting
The second meeting will build on the first meeting as well as additional research
conducted by the consultants. The goals for this meeting include:
o Report back on common values and concerns identified at the first
community meeting and articulate a vision for the Housing Production Plan;
o Report the results of the Housing Needs Assessment and urban design
analysis, and receive feedback’
o Enlist the community’s help with developing qualitative goals for the
Housing Production Plan and a few key, measurable indicators for
evaluating progress from year to year;
o Hear new ideas, and confirm next steps.
Following the second forum, the consultants will review the demographics of
attendees and identify who was missing from the discussion. Specific strategies will
be developed to target individuals from those groups or points of view missing in
the conversation. Strategies will depend on who needs to be engaged and will
involve reaching out to representatives of underrepresented and/or missing
demographics
Anticipated Date: February 23, 2022, 7:00 PM (virtual)
Third Community Meeting
The third community forum will be designed to consider recommendations for the
Housing Production Plan. The goals for this meeting include:
o Review the consulting team’s analysis of existing conditions and alternative
development scenarios for prototype locations. Community input will be
sought by discussing and evaluating benefits and drawbacks of each
scenario.
o Discuss trade-offs between typical planning priorities such as transit access,
adequate infrastructure, or proximity to goods and services and their
potential to reinforce the housing, demographic, and class patterns reflected
decades ago in the redlining maps of Brookline.
o Review possible performance measures for the Housing Production Plan,
i.e., ways of establishing benchmarks for successfully meeting the plan’s
goals.
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Date: April 6, 2022, 7:00 PM (virtual or in-person to be determined)
Supplemental and Short Ways of Participating
The engagement process will include additional ways of providing input and
feedback that require less time than attending a meeting and will be available
asynchronously. These include:
o Comment Boards: Display boards located in central locations inviting
people to answer specific questions about housing in Brookline. Examples
of places where display board can be stationed: Town Hall, Senior Center,
Public Library.
o Short Stories: An invitation to submit short word stories to describe
observations and/or experiences.
o Survey: on-line surveys will be disseminated and translated into key
languages. A limited budget is available for this purpose. It is anticipated that
translation may be needed in Spanish, Russian and simplified and traditional
Chinese, and interpretation will be needed in Spanish, Russian, Mandarin,
and Cantonese.
Kitchen Conversations (Meeting-in-a-Box)
The consulting team will provide “kitchen conversation” packets that the Town can
offer to community volunteers. The kitchen conversation helps to broaden
outreach and provides additional opportunities for community participation. It also
encourages involvement from people who are unlikely to be engaged through
other, more conventional means. Examples of places where kitchen conversation
packets could be made available to community volunteers:
•
•
•
•
•

Parent Teacher Organizations at Brookline’s Public Schools
Special events at the Brookline Public Library
Coffee hours at houses of worship
Neighborhood Association meetings
Table in Town Hall lobby

Six Word Stories
Through the Housing Production Plan project web page, residents will have an
additional way to provide their thoughts through quick Six Word Stories. A sixBarrett Planning Group LLC * Community Circle * Dodson & Flinker * Language Connections
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word story is an entire story told in six words. While these quick stories don't have
the classic beginning, middle, and end of a traditional narrative, they have a subject
and verb that give the reader a sense of what's happened and a bit of conflict. The
purpose is to convey conflict, action, and resolution by giving the sense of a
complete story transpiring in a moment’s reading. The consulting team will provide
examples and instructions for interested participants. Some examples of six word
stories can be found here: http://www.sixwordstories.net
Neighborhood Walking Tours
Walking tours may be conducted in the Spring 2022 depending on COVID
restrictions. The purpose of these would be to provide a clearer sense of the
physical settings of the sites under discussion and to have a more “live”
understanding of the potential and challenges they each present.
Town-Wide Events
The consulting team will provide materials to Town Staff or members of Boards
and Committees who plan to attend in person events as they happen as ongoing
social distancing requirements allow.
Public Schools
The consultants will reach out to the Brookline Public Schools (with appropriate
introduction by Town Staff) to determine school interest and capacity youth in the
planning process. Examples of student engagement may include writing essays
about the need for housing, the benefits affordable housing brings to communities,
the importance of diversity and inclusion; or six word stories, or poetry; or drawings.
The Brookline Public Schools include the following:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Brookline Early Education Program
Brookline Educational Resource Center
Pierce Elementary School
Michael Driscoll School
Baker School
Lincoln School
Amos A. Lawrence School
Heath Elementary School
Florida Ruffin Ridley School
John D. Runkle Elementary School
Brookline High School
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YOUNG FAMILIES

Most school-age children in Brookline attend public school. With permission from
the School Department, the consulting team will make information available to
reach young families to invite them to public forums and inform them of how they
can be involved in the planning process. Depending on the policies and practices
of each school, information should be sent out through:
o
o
o
o

Email via the schools
PTOs
Preschools
Social media and on-line survey(s)

CONSULTATIONS WITH TOWN AFFILIATED COMMITTEES AND AGENCIES

When possible, and preferably as part of regular meeting agendas, the consultants
will meet with organizations serving various populations that may have housing
needs to be explored in the Housing Production Plan. Possible meetings include:
o
o
o
o

Age Friendly City Committee
Brookline Community Foundation
Commission on Disability
Brookline Housing Authority Board of Commissioners
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Appendix
TOWN RESOURCES

In addition to staff in the Planning and Community Development Department, the
following Town resources may be helpful during the community engagement
process:
Carolina San Miguel, Community Engagement Strategist, Office of Diversity,
Inclusion and Community Relations (ODICR) 11 Pierce St, Brookline, MA, 02445,
Phone: (617) 730-2640 / (857) 209 6364 or csanmiguel@brooklinema.gov
Sarah Kaplan, ADA Coordinator and Community Relations Specialist at
617.730.2329 or skaplan@brooklinema.gov
Caitlin Starr, Assistant Director of the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and
Community Relations at 617.730.2345 or cstarr@brooklinema.gov
CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS & NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS

Brookline Neighborhood Associations:
www.brooklinema.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2841/Brookline-NeighborhoodAssociation-List?bidId=
Brookline Neighborhood Alliance: https://www.brooklinena.org/about-the-bna/
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Interfaith Council
Temple Ohabei Shalom
Temple Sinai
Congregation Kehillath Israel
Temple Beth Zion
Young Israel of Brookline
Beth Abraham Sephardic Synagogue
Chabad Center
Beth Pinchas Chassidic Center
New England Buddhist Center
Congregation Machseke Torah
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston
Boston Chinese Evangelical Church
City Church Boston
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City on a Hill Church Brookline
United Parish in Brookline
Highrock Covenant Church of Brookline
Mosaic Boston Church
Church of Christ in Brookline
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Bethany Presbyterian Church
Latvian Lutheran Church of Boston
All Saints Parish
Christ Church Unity of Boston
First Presbyterian Church in Brookline
Church of Our Savior
Saint Mary of the Assumption Parish
Second Unitarian Church
Mars Hill Fellowship Church
Chinese Christian Church of New England
PREVIOUS PLANNING AND ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS

The Plan will build on the 2016 Housing Production Plan and related planning
documents. The engagement process will be informed by lessons learned from
previous engagement efforts in Brookline:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2016 Housing Production Plan
2018 Strategic Asset Plan (SAP) to identify and evaluate existing municipal
facilities and to identify new facilities that will be needed in the next 5 to 15
years for its programmatic and service goals, including affordable housing
2018 Major Parcel Study (MPS) that identifies properties throughout Brookline
that might offer development potential
FY 21 - 25 CDBG and HOME Consolidated Plans
HOME Housing Needs Assessment
WestMetro HOME Consortium Regional Fair Housing Plan
WestMetro Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice
2021 Multifamily Study, Brookline Regulatory Planning Division (expected)
Planning Department reports, e.g., village or neighborhood-level plans
Warrant Article 34—Special Town Meeting November 2020
Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2018
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