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476 Heath Street, Chestnut Hill NRHD 

Partial Demolition September 13, 2022 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    476 Heath Street 

Applicant:    John Rotenberg 

Building Type:   House (Partial) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  Chestnut Hill National Register District 
 

 

 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
The handsome Chapman and Frazer designed dwelling at 476 Heath Street was built c.1899 on land formerly belonging to 

George Thompson. There are 71 known buildings in Brookline alone attributed to Chapman and Frazer, with a number 

located in the Fisher Hill and Chestnut Hill National Register Historic Districts, including 464 (now 460) and 495 Heath 

Street. According to the buildingôs 1980 inventory form on file with the state, written by former Preservation Planner, Carla 

Benka, ñOf the three houses in this group of Chapman and Frazer, this house shows the clearest influence of the Medieval 

Revival style with the stucco and half-timbered gables, second floor overhang, diamond paned windows, trefoils and Gothic 

arches on the front porch, and wide bargeboards.ò Horace Frazer himself resided directly across the street at 471 Heath 

Street, also designed by his firm, and would have had a close up view of construction of the house. Additional character 

defining features include the eyebrow dormer windows, large brick chimneys, and wood shingle siding.  

 

An apparent error is visible on the 1900 atlas, as it lists Abbie Adams as the owner and does not reflect the 1898 

establishment of the lot. Adams was the original owner of 460 Heath Street (fka 464 Heath Street). Deed research appears 

to represent Adams conveying the property to Benjamin E Bates, a State Street lawyer, in 1898, the same year the lot was 

established, and the 1899 building permit to construct the house lists Bates as the owner. The Bates family is shown as the 

owner of the property by the 1907 atlas. The property would change ownership a number of times until 1950 when it was 

sold to Harold and Fay Rotenberg. The Rotenberg family is still in ownership of the property today.   

 

The property at 476 Heath Street is located in the Chestnut Hill National Register (NR) Historic District, which was listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985; and its form notes that it met the NR criteria as being a fine example of 

an upper class neighborhood developed during the suburbanization period in Brookline.  
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The house at 476 Heath Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

b. The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is eligible for 

listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary determination of 

eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;  

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, 

political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 476 Heath Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 476 Heath Street, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 476 Heath Street, looking north. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 476 Heath Street, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 476 Heath Street, looking south. 

 

 

Photograph of the façade of 476 Heath Street 
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Close up photograph of the features on the façade of 476 Heath Street 


