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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR'S UPDATE
Dear Brookline,
“News has a kind of mystery” is the opening line
of a famous aria from the modern opera Nixon
in China, and I for one, have been anxiously
awaiting the opportunity to shed some light on
this mystery with you. Our vibrant and growing
community is now, unfortunately, a news desert,
with no full-time resources covering what’s
happening in and around town. (Special shoutout to The Sagamore, Brookline High School’s
community paper, for its student journalists’
consistently excellent work). It’s my hope that
the town’s increased efforts to educate the
broader community about our many exciting
staff events and accomplishments will keep you
better informed and encourage the growth of
high-quality local journalism, too. There are too
many stories to tell for Brookline to remain a
mystery.
And what great stories we have to tell you today! In the six weeks since I’ve become the
new town administrator, Brookline’s stellar corps of public servants has given me
countless wonderful things to talk about. It was hard to pick just a couple to highlight in
this inaugural issue of the town’s newsletter. I hope you can hear more about how the
COA HOLIDAY
FAIR collection will be featured on local TV news, or how the
Library’s great
“LibraryCRAFT
of Things”
Recreation Department provided subsidized event tickets to community members in
need at Brookline Day so they could be full participants in the festivities, or how our
Police Department was once again re-accredited by the Massachusetts Police
Accreditation Commission (demonstrating compliance with a whopping 257 mandatory
standards in a rigorous audit). As it stands, we didn’t want to send around a newsletter
the size of a phone book (or a Town Meeting Warrant!).

This publication will be monthly for now, with an aim towards increasing the
cadence to weekly once we have additional support for it in the Town
Administrator’s office. I want to thank Devon Fields, our assistant town
administrator for operations, for the incredible work she’s done in turning this
project from a “wouldn’t it be nice” sort of musing on my part into this amazing
final product. Thanks as well to the many department and division heads who
sent in story pitches—rest assured that we’ve got a backlog of great things to run
in December, in addition to whatever new accomplishments you want to
highlight!
We welcome your comments and suggestions for how to make this newsletter as
helpful as possible to you and the broader community. Please reach out to us
and let us know how we’re doing, and tell folks you know to sign up! We hope you
find this new effort informative and that it gives you continued pride to be a part
of Brookline, a town that strives to do right by its many diverse residents in
creating a great place to live.
Best regards,
Chas
Current listening: John Adams & Alice Goodman, Nixon in China, Act I, sc. 1:
“News has a kind of mystery” (1988).

BROOKLINE ART MAKES COMMUNITY

Help bring more public art to Brookline! The
Economic Development Division, in partnership
with the Brookline Arts Center (BAC), is hosting a
community engagement event on Thursday,
November 3, 2022, from 5:00-7:45 PM at the
Beacon Street Art Gallery (1351 Beacon Street) in
Coolidge Corner to kick-off Brookline Art Makes
Community (BAMC), an ARPA-funded commercial
areas public art & placemaking initiative. Members
of the Brookline community are encouraged to
attend and learn about this new public art initiative
and contribute input on preferred types of public
art (e.g. murals, sculptures, lighting installations) as
well as potential locations for public art
installations. Questions? Contact Aaron Norris,
economic development planner at
anorris@brooklinema.gov. We hope to see you
there!

COA HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
BROOKLINE SENIOR CENTER
Thursday, November 10, 2022 | 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
93 Winchester St., Brookline, MA 02446
Proceeds to benefit the programs and services
of the Brookline Senior Center (617) 730-2777

UPCOMING FLU CLINICS

BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL - STEM BUILDING
Saturday, November 5, 2022 | 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
115 Greenough Street
Book your appointment for November 5th.
FLORIDA RUFFIN RIDLEY SCHOOL
Saturday, November 19, 2022 | 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
345 Harvard Street
Book your appointment for November 19th.

COVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION
Staying up to date on vaccines, including
boosters, is the most effective way to
prevent serious illness, hospitalization,
and death from COVID-19. While vaccine
protection decreases over time, boosters
restimulate the immune system and
increase vaccine efficacy again. Boosters
are an important defense, even if you’ve
already had COVID. Anyone age 5 or older
who completed a primary COVID-19
vaccination series or received a booster
dose at least two months ago should get
the updated booster as soon as possible.
Clinics provide all covid vaccines, both
primary doses and bivalent boosters. In
addition to the clinic below, you can find
vaccine locations at vaxfinder.mass.gov.
Brookline COVID Vaccine Clinic:
Monday, November 14th | 5 PM - 7 PM
Brookline Town Hall | 333 Washington
Street
Register for an appointment on
November 14th

Aetna Bridge Company of Rhode Island, the contractor
for the Carlton Street Footbridge, recently achieved a
remarkable milestone in their year-long rehabilitation
efforts on the historic Riverway Park structure. In the
pre-dawn hours of Thursday, October 13, 2022, while in
the midst of a nine day MBTA Greenline D-branch
shutdown, a 400 ton crane was mobilized at the
southerly side of tracks and welcomed the arrival of a
flatbed truck trailering the fully restored, original 1894,
riveted steel truss span. By daybreak that same
morning the bridge span was strategically braced,
strapped and picked high above the heritage Oak trees
protected at the work site, and methodically turned and
set above the MBTA catenary wiring, then pinned and
welded to four waiting columns "they, too, original to
the bridge". Thereafter, taking full advantage of further
MBTA programmed shutdown periods, work efforts are
focused on all installation work above and adjacent to
both the active tracks and power lines, specifically
catenary insulation/protection, IPE timber decking,
touch-up priming/painting, and code required screen
panel protections along the bridge trusses. Stair and
final ADA ramp installations are projected through
December 2022.

CARLTON STREET FOOTBRIDGE
REHABILITATION UPDATE:

The project team, under the leadership and funding
auspices of MassDOT Highway, including their
contractor, Aetna Bridge Co., as well as the Town of
Brookline’s consulting design engineer, Kleinfelder,
and Department of Public Works oversight and
management staff, all working in close cooperation
with the MBTA Greenline Transition Team (GLT),
anticipates a spring 2023 re-opening of the Carlton
Street Footbridge to the public. This will re-establish
an intended park entry at an overlook, as originally
designed by Olmsted, and restore a pedestrian link
"closed since 1975" to the popular Muddy River multiuse path system. The bridge will now feature universal
access improvements, with the appending of ADAcompliant ramps, as well as the installation of codecompliant stair handrails, bicycle tracks at the stairs,
and lighting along the bridge, ramps, and both the
park and street approaches. Please refer to the
project website for current construction or contact
information: https://brooklinema.gov/1885/CarltonStreet-Footbridge-Rehabilitation.

THE BRIDGE IS BACK!

The Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection's (MassDEP) new
waste ban regulations take effect November
1, 2022. MassDEP’s 2030 Solid Waste Matter
Plan establishes an objective to reduce
disposal statement by 30 percent over the
next decade. In an effort to reach this goal,
MassDEP has established new rules
requiring that mattresses and textiles be
kept out of the trash so they can be recycled
or donated for reuse. A press release
providing information regarding ways to
recycle mattresses, box springs, textiles, and
food waste along with important contact
information can be found here.

CYPRESS STREET
PLAYGROUND PROJECT

The Department of Public Works recently celebrated the long-awaited grand reopening of Cypress Street Playground on October 15, 2022, with well over 1,000
community members in attendance. The Cypress Playground Renovation Project
was in the Town’s Capital Improvement Plan for over eight years. The project scope
was defined through three public visioning sessions in 2017, and over seven public
meetings through the 11-month public design review process from December 12,
2018, through November 12, 2019. Construction at Cypress Street Playground began
in March 2021 and was planned in close coordination with the High School
Renovation and Expansion Project in order to minimize the overall duration of
project construction and impact to the neighborhood.

Cypress Street Playground showcases a design philosophy of celebrating the triedand-true playground experiences families have enjoyed for generations with some
very state-of-the-art and unique features. The playground is not only expansive but
also strives to provide accessibility and inclusivity at multiple levels. The athletic field
has a specially engineered root zone mix with an underdrain system utilizing the
latest advances in natural turf field design and stormwater management. This field
is also now home to our most energy-efficient sports field lighting system. These
elements, along with a newly lit basketball court, picnic grove, plazas, walkways, and
innovative water play feature, form a multi-generational, four-season space for
everyone to take advantage of, right in the heart of our Town.

EMPLOYEE FEATURE:
JAN LAVOIE ON 37 YEARS OF SERVICE
On October 31, 2022, Jan Lavoie, Brookline's assistant comptroller,
retired after 37 years of service to the Town of Brookline. Often
referred to as the "backbone" of the Comptroller’s office, Jan could be
found training new employees on the MUNIS enterprise system with a
smile, while troubleshooting ledger inquiries, billing issues, and
reconciliations without breaking a sweat.
As an internal service department, the office does not get the public
exposure that front-facing departments do. Jan is widely held in the
highest regard by her “customers," the departments that rely on her to
get their jobs done. The Town is incredibly grateful to Jan for her
expert knowledge, partnership, and grace with respect to the wide
variety of projects she has worked on during her tenure. We will miss
her as a trusted advisor, straight shooter, and overall supporter of
Brookline. We took a few minutes to catch up with Jan before she
started her next chapter. You can get to know a little bit about her
below.
What drew you to a career in public service?
I started working at a city hall when I was in high school. I went to Bentley University and earned
an accounting degree and it fell into place naturally. My first job after college was for the City of
Newton and then I came to the Town of Brookline. I started as the CDBG financial administrator
and that morphed into a senior accountant and then that morphed into the assistant
comptroller. The work has changed over the years and it is so interesting. We joke in the office
that we see and learn something new every day.
Is this a career path you would recommend and why?
Absolutely. We work on a fund accounting system and when you go to college you don't get a lot
of experience in that. I mean, I may have had one class in it. But I'd like to use Michelle Tajeda,
senior accountant as a good example - when you love this kind of work your skills will transfer to
any industry.
What is the best part of the job?
The best part is working with people in other departments. I am always so amazed at how well
people pick up on things and I'm so proud of the work they produce after the constant training
on top of their day-to-day work. It is rewarding to see these things in practice helping the Town
operate.
What do you want people to know about the comptroller's office?
I would like them to know that we have a fairly small staff. They are so hard working and they are
so supportive and I think for the number of people we have in the office they get a tremendous
amount of work done.
Do you have a favorite thing or place in Brookline?
I'd have to say the wonderful restaurants. The office does a weekly lunch on Wednesdays when
we run the check warrant. Everyone is incredibly busy on this day so we eat together but at our
desks while working. The team tries new restaurants but we also have our favorites, specifically
anything Thai!

