9/18/13 Coolidge Corner Open Spaces Walk
Notes to File K. Brewton

Attendees: Deaiick Choi, Carla Benka, Sean Lyanes, Frank Caro, Erin Gallentine, David Leschinsky,
Sharad Chand (for the first part of the site walk)dy Martineau, Kara Brewtoishaad Chand,

Manager of the Marriott joined us for the first part of the walk. Although not available for this day, Jean
Stringham did the same walk with Kara the week before so that her thoughts could be brought up in the
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would be to conduct amall focus group wherearious stakeholdersould observehe same Coolidge
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Other Initiatives independent of discussions related to private & public open spaces are also underway
to answer this question, i.e., marketing, events, publicity, parking, adapting individual retailer
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public spaces that are welcoming, welhintained, easy to physically navigate, safe, clearly marked for
information about the area, adaptable for tifent needs and temporary programming, and interesting.

To be successful in achieving these goals, we must encourage participatiaasastdnce from
volunteersand/or sponsorship outside of Town governmeittis informal walk included a mix of

residerts, employees, business owners that spend a lot of time in Coolidge Corner; Town Meeting and
Advisory members from the Capital and Planning subcommittees; open space advocates; clean streets
advocates; urban design architect and EDAB member; Directorks BRaOpen Space; and Economic
Development staff.

Observations, discussion, and photos about individual spaces follow this summary.
Next Steps:

1. Economic Development staff (E@)Il further ideaswith private property ownergor renovating
and integrating he Marriott triangle and its relationship to the public open space within the
Marriott courtyard and the private open space at Beacon Park.

2. ED will hire a civil engineer/landscape architect to further conceptual drawings for a renovated
Goolidge Corner Eaparking lot, including discussions with Parks on how to make better use of
a green spine extending from the Theatre alleyway across to the Centre Street west parking lot.

3. ED will ask EDAB to spearhead group of architects/landscape architects thatssistd a
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work as inspirationAdditionally, ED will talk with Merchants Associations about sponsoring
adopting maintenance and/or programming for small public opeacss.

ED will coordinate with Parks Open Space (Parkad Health& Human ServiceBepartment
(Health)to further ideas to better utilize and alleviate existing rodent problems for small MBTA
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The low fering around the tree pits is concluded to be very effective against compaction of
soils. HoweverRarks willvork with ED and potentially Merchants Associations to expand some
of these tree pits into an adjacent parking space for a parklet pilot progratmere spaces are
converted temporarily to small parks, creating an inviting focus for the street.

Parks wilfurther ideas and design for rehabilitating thtle park at the edgef the John Street
parking lot. No further rehab design/changes are planferdhe triangle park at Pleasant &
Beacon Streetthis may be more appropriate with any redevelopment of the Durgin & Waldo
garages.

When theShool department is ready to discuss specific Devotion School designs, Parks and ED
will provide suggestions omays that open space could be better used for the area.

David (Eureka Puzzles) will further pursue installing a chess table and chairs outside Eureka,
potentially as a pilot to have other shopkeepers follow his lead in making a more vibrant
Coolidge Corrme

David (also Chair of the Coolidge Corner Merchants Association) will continue to lead new
programming and events in the area that could more creatively use some of these opes.space
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Marriott Triangle between Webster & Beacon Street8eacon Park& Marriott Courtyard

Observations & Discussion:
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anyone or apropriately sited.

e Some of the triangle area is well kept, and some is not. We saw evidence of both Beacon Park &
Marriott workers taking care of some of the space, but not comprehensively.

e The granite benches are hardly ever used by anyone; the woodehesiches are used often.

e There are multiple curving lines formed by curbing nearest Beacon Street, which could probably
be redesigned.

e The pavers seem to be fine.

e The kiosk is the least visible of the three Teswimed kiosks. The shelf on the bottom ulya
collects trash more than it is useful for providing paper brochures. Maintenance of graffiti and
vandalism is an ongoing issue for all the kiosks, but this one in particular.

¢ Maybe a &bric membraneould be installed to provide acoustic balancingdatdoor
musicians.

e Concrete deck at Beacon Park is woefully underutilized. Areaibed plantersieeded on the
concrete decR The full height of the wall between it and the triangle that acts as a visual barrier
to the Marriott Courtyard park?

e The Courtgrd park has greatwidoor seating for eatingMaybe we need to be more careful of
the entrance being blocked by vehicles, and/or sighage and visual cues that welcome the public
in?
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Big ldeas:

¢ Would be fun for different (pleasant) sounds to be present throughout Coolidge Comaybe
musicians, maybe interactive kiosks, maybe sounds that you trigger when walkirgpagea
etc.

e Moveable seating would be wonderful to try out in Coolidge Corner.

e The kiosks should be replaced overtime with modern technology that is more flexible in its
signage, and perhaps more usateractive (when the price drops more significantlydamhen
the time comes to renovate this structures).

Next Steg (Economic Development lead)
e Betterunderstandand find/create documentation oihich private parnes maintain which
public spaces
e Explore integrated open space ideas with Marriott and Bedtank owners



Photo of‘Marriott Triangle from Beacon Stregtote person using wooden bench behind the
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Bell, raised planters at concrete deck (which covers parking garage beneath), adjacent to Beacon Park
building.
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Vie from Beaon Park deck down towards entryway of public park at Marriott courtyard.



Concrete deck continues at Beacon Park; only apparent use is for a small bike rack.



Beacon Street Sidewalk ne&urekd Puzzles & Games

Observations & Discussion:

¢ Discussedhe amount of room that tree pits take up on sidewathke low ironfencingthat
protects the tree pits I Y R ¢ K S {fd edfletd geDadiounstihededcing from the
passenger side afehicles We saw the need for tree fencing later in the walk (see photo on next
page) with exposed tree roots and bare soil area. Noted walking around the fencing was
especially difficult in the winter when snow mounds were built up as well.

e As a pilot program,auld temporaryparklets be built out INTO parking spaces from where there
are tree pits?'he group brainstormed on ways thdose travelling by car and walking over the
tree pits conflict with each other.

e With current configuration o$tationary Beacon Stredenchesijt is hard to have a conversation
or eat a quick lunch together. Oftesee onepersonsitting and onestandingtalkingto them
becausat is adifficult configuration to hold a conversatio®thersnoted the configuration
works well for wheelchair / nomwheelchar conversation

e Could seabenches cantileveoverthe tree pit, still letting rain throughbut takingup less
concrete space

e Suggested that maybe seats should be adjacent to Btamés, as along this part of Beacon
there seems to be plenty of width.

e Eureka! Is pursuing ideas of having movable seating and a chess table open to the public
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where they could be out of the way when not needed

Big Ideas:
e The Town should make it easier and more predictable for when businesses could be permitted
to add windowboxes, phters, or seats open to the public where it benefits the Town as a
whole

Next Steps (Parks lead):
e Consider tree fencing, parking, and parklets design in upcoming maintenance rounds and in
upcoming request for temporary installation of parklets

Next Stps (David lead):
e Pursue chess table idea with ED staff assistance



To fence or not to fence?

Bare tree pit and exposed tree roots where protective fencing was not installed, just®BasttoNJ RS NJ W2 S
on Beaon Street. The uneven surface causes a tripping hazard.
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Observations & Discussion:

e New location of bus stopn front ofa A OK I S is tbéidea ®thi#businessmaybe he would
appreciatemore seating (as well as Khoa Sartféfarea between buildings was cleaned up
(yews removed because of existing problems wittients), and moveable seating was there.

e Maybe more paving and lightingvater feature?

e Maybe a small skate zomestead?

¢ [Note that mural was funded by Brookline community Foundation. Ask Jennifer Lani&6617
4442to track down artist].

Next Steps (ED lead):

o ED will coordinate with Parks and Health Department to further ideas to better utilize and
alleviate existing rodentneblems for small MBT-Awned space between Khao Sarn and
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