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The six potential new school projects 
illustrated here meet the basic criteria for a 
traditional K-8 elementary school or meet 
criteria for a compact site school.  Both the 
traditional and compact site school typology 
could host a traditional school curriculum 
although some of these sites may be better 
suited to a concept/theme-based school 
model.  While there may be an expectation 
that all Brookline elementary schools should 
“look the same,” if the PSB wishes to explore 
a concept/theme-based school, a different 
typology of school could be deemed 
appropriate.

In addition to answering the question of 
whether to build a ninth school and what is 
an appropriate school model, other critical 
decisions must be made. The next step 
for the BOS and BSC is to determine if a 
stand-alone or mixed-use project is desired. 
The Harvard Street School and the Village 
School incorporate retail and/or commercial 
uses into the development project and 
transform existing surface parking into 
below-grade and/or structured parking in 
denser commercial areas. These school 
development projects will require a different 
level of development expertise, risk and 
effort than the stand-along schemes but 
they offer some exciting opportunities for 
Town redevelopment.  After this decision, the 
next step would be to select a development 
approach for moving forward.  

This study offers the BOS and BSC the 
information to understand the schematic 
design quality, risks and possible hurdles, 
development path, and cost for each school 
site. As the Town faces ongoing student 
enrollment growth in the PSB, it is hoped this 
information can allow the Town to act in the 
best way possible to solve pressing space 
needs in the public schools.  
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